
© 2018 Scripture Awakening | BNEXT

STUDY BNEXT

Welcome to BNEXT 
I am excited to share this journey through God’s Word with you. As we study Scripture, 
we see an unfolding revelation of who God is, the nature of Jesus, and how we can 
become stronger in our walk with Christ. It is important that we study Scripture for 
ourselves — allowing the Holy Spirit to enlighten us (Acts 17:11).

The Scripture covered by each lesson is listed on the top-right side of the masthead 
of the page. Read the Scripture passages and then begin working your way through 
the lesson. Each lesson in this series contains three pages of commentary, followed by 
three pages of questions that will assist you to dig deeper and reflect on God’s Word.

We have also included a Leader’s Guide that will enable anyone to facilitate a small 
group. Once you have completed this BNEXT study, I hope you will consider leading 
others through this material — whether it is a group of friends, your church, or 
as a ministry outreach. (See the Leader’s Guide at the end of this study for more 
information.)

Again, thank you for allowing me to share this amazing journey with you. 

Your brother in Christ Jesus,

William P. Campbell 
Founder & President | Scripture Awakening

BNEXT Participant’s Guide
Thank you for choosing BNEXT Bible study curriculum. To help you get the most out 
of your study, please take a few minutes to read this information before you begin. 
Studying the Bible is much like going on a journey — it takes us to new places in our 
understanding and our walk with God. The Word of God is transformative — it’s living 
and active, can build up our faith, and call us to move beyond where we are.

Using this curriculum, you may journey alone, or travel with others in a small group, 
or even engage as an entire congregation (with small groups as part of the program). 
Groups gather once a week to review what was read, to share answers to dicussion 
questions, and to deepen their understanding. 



About This Study

This electronic version of the Participant’s Guide contains the same material as the 
printed version. It allows you to electronically record your answers to the questions 
which are part of each lesson. Following each question, you will find a blue text box. 
Click or touch the box and the field within it will turn white allowing you to type in 
your answer. Your answer will automatically be saved when you exit the text box. 
Should you need more space for your answer, the text box will automatically expand 
and insert a scroll bar on the right-hand side. 

Things to Know

These studies are designed to be used in many different settings — individuals, 
congregations (separating into small groups), Sunday school classes, prison ministries, 
military, business groups — virtually anywhere a small group can be formed. 
Experience has shown that participants find the small group experience to be greatly 
beneficial. The input and interaction with others will broaden your perspective and 
stimulate your thinking about Scripture.

The lessons are designed to be done thoughout the week. Each lesson contains a few 
pages of commentary, followed by study questions. There are three types of questions: 
Devotion (Personal Questions), Discussion (Small Group), and Digging Deeper 
(Further Study). While participants may use any Bible translation they prefer, all of the 
Biblical quotations in BNEXT studies are from the New International Version (NIV).

Plan your daily reading. The Scripture readings are located on the right side of the 
masthead of each lesson. Some lessons may cover a few chapters of a book (such as 
Genesis 1-11 in the series, In the Beginning). Longer readings may be broken down into 
more managable daily readings, which may take some thoughtful planning. Some 
readings are as short as a few verses and will not present any difficulties. Some topical 
studies do not have assigned Scripture readings.

If you are meeting in a small group, be sure to first read and complete the lesson 
before the gathering. Once a week, your group will meet to spend time (about an 
hour) discussing the lesson and sharing personal insights.

More of our resources and study aids can be found at ScriptureAwakening.com. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or comments at info@
scriptureawakening.com.
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Choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve... 
but as for me and my 
household, we will serve 
the Lord.
Joshua 24:15b,e

Introduction

Mark Twain had a friend who of ten led groups to the Holy Land. There they would visit Mount 
Sinai where God gave the Ten Commandments to Moses. One day Twain said to his friend, “I 
wish instead you would stay home in Boston and teach people how to obey the command-
ments there.”

In his typical crusty style, Twain made his point clear. There was more to be gained if people 
would stay home and obey the Ten Commandments than run halfway across the world to vis-
it the spot where they were given. Perhaps Twain felt his society needed the regulations and 
values of the Ten Commandments. If the need was true in his day, how much more today in a 
society where displaying the Ten Commandments in public schools and government buildings 
is either prohibited or questioned. 

We are experiencing a growing uneasiness, bordering on despair, as we try to sort out right 
from wrong. This uneasiness is accompanied by a hunger for something, or someone, we can 
trust. We need something or someone who will show us how to cope with the complexities of 
relationships within our families, our churches, and with our neighbors. We sense a need for 
more than just information and abstract guidelines.

Unique Rules

The Ten Commandments are unique in their context and content. Regarding context, these 
ommandments are from the Almighty God. Civilizations, ancient or modern, primitive or so-
phisticated, have always established rules of conduct. Taboos concerning stealing, murder, and 
adultery are essential for even primitive societies to maintain order. These Ten Commandments 
seem to be of a higher order. Rather than being shaped by civilizations, they have shaped civili-
zations from the time of Moses. Generation af ter generation of world religions and the world’s 
societies have been influenced by these unchanging norms from God.

God led His people out of the bondage of slavery and gave the law to teach them how to live 
in a wilderness of corrupting cultures. John Calvin wrote, “The commandments were given to 
believers as a light to guide our path.” They continue to be God’s road map for believers in the 
journey of faith.

These divine dictates are also unique in their content. The first four focus on God Himself, His 
“Being,” His worship, His day, and His Name. The last five tell us as how to live with our neigh-
bor. Then, right in the middle is the command to honor our father and mother. Our home is to 
become love’s laboratory where we learn to love God and our neighbor.

These Commandments are not mere suggestions  — they are God’s directives for living. God’s 
rules are not trivial. They require a response: obedience by keeping them or disobedience by 
ignoring them. They are divine, practical rules for loving God and our neighbor. They provide 
a formula for whole relationships. Life demonstrates that there are consequences for breaking 
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And God spoke all these 
words: “I am the LORD 
your God, who brought 
you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery. You 
shall have no other gods 
before Me.”
Exodus 20:1-3

the Commandments. The cost of obedience is nothing compared to the cost of disobedience.

We are not justified by keeping the Commandments. We are justified by our relationship with 
God through His Son Jesus Christ. Our justification is lodged in His forgiveness and grace.  Exo-
dus precedes Sinai— just as the Israelites experienced the abundance of God’s grace and provi-
sion before receiving the law, so do we receive the wondrous gif t of salvation before we deepen 
our understanding, desire, and power from on high for living life God’s way, according to His 
commands.

A Unique God

This First Commandment is primary. It speaks simply and directly—put God first. It nails down 
God’s firm priority for our faith and lives. “You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3)

The Hebrews were confronted by many gods in the cultures of their day, so are we! We even 
have many of the same gods. We’ve just lost their names and addresses! There is Bacchus, the 
god of wine who is seen everywhere; Vestus, the goddess of the hearth—the provincialism that 
says my land, my people, my goods, my country; Plutus, the god of material things; Eros, the 
god of sensual pleasure; Mars, the god of war; and Narcissus, the beautiful youth of Greek my-
thology, who was totally absorbed with himself. Likewise, we have within us the possibility of 
an exaggerated sense of self-importance and the dangerous tendency to make gods of our-
selves. J. I. Packer states, “There are still the great gods: sex, shekels (money), and stomach. An 
unholy trinity constituting one god—self.”

The truth is that whatever claims our ultimate devotion and allegiance is our god. In the Old 
Testament, we find God repeatedly calling His people back to Himself to love Him, to obey Him, 
and to remember His commandments to keep them. So He calls us today to that First Com-
mandment. In ef fect God says to us, “You shall not have these gods in your life. I must be first in 
your thoughts, your life, and your work.” 

Uniquely Human

The Commandments teach us something about what it means to be human. We are unique 
in all of God’s creation in our ability to choose. God has given us the capability to acknowledge 
Him by obedience or to reject Him by disobedience. Only humans can obey God as a response 
of a willing choice. Only humans can disobey God. 

The Psalmist makes it clear that God’s marvelous and awesome creation unites to sing His prais-
es. “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the skies proclaim the work of his hands” (Psalm 
19:1). Every star and every cricket sings God’s praise. But the amazing fact is that while the rest of 
creation can praise God, only humans can disobey God. It is human disobedience that produces 
dissonance in God’s song of creation. Because only humans can disobey God, and only they can 
really obey God as a response of willing choice. Locked within our possibilities are both obedi-
ence and disobedience. And the response of our willing choice finds its outward expression not 
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DO NOT FOLLOW OTHER 
GODS TO SERVE AND WOR-
SHIP THEM; DO NOT PRO-
VOKE ME TO ANGER WITH 
WHAT YOUR HANDS HAVE 
MADE. THEN I WILL NOT 
HARM YOU.
JEREMIAH 25:6

only in what we say but also in our actions—either of willful obedience to God, disdain, indif-
ference, or ignorance. Our lives are determined by our choices. Our day calls for the same de-
termination and clarity of commitment we find in Joshua 24:15, “Choose you this day whom you 
will serve, but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Obedience to God’s Commands 
is the measure of our love for God.

Final Thought

As Christians saved by grace, is it necessary for us to keep the Ten Commandments? The answer 
is a resounding, “YES.” Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Proph-
ets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17). We are saved by grace 
that we might fulfill the law gracefully. Someone has said the Ten Commandments are the mir-
ror but not the soap. In other words, it shows me how dirty I really am, BUT only the blood of 
Jesus Christ has the power to cleanse me from what the mirror shows is wrong. 

Christianity is first a religion of the heart; God changes us from the inside out. Martin Luther 
said, “Whatever thy heart clings to and relies upon, that is properly thy God.” What is your heart 
set upon? Jesus said the most important commandment is to…

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
 and with all your soul 
  and with all your mind 
   and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30).

Who comes first in your life? Is it you, or someone, or something else—or is God to you “The One 
and Only?”

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups. Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper ques-
tions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with 
God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read Exodus 20:1-21. Write the First Commandment in your 
own words.

2. What gave God the right to issue such commands? (Exodus 
20:2)

3. On what basis can God expect us to obey these same com-
mands today (1 Corinthians 10:11; 2 John 6)?

4. If God had suggested these rules rather than commanded 
them, what do you think the response would have been?

5. The Ten Commandments are timeless because they reflect 
the unchanging nature of God. Every imperative for Christian 
living in the New Testament can be linked to one of the Ten 
Commandments or the Great Commandment, which summa-
rizes them all (Luke 10:27). Look for such connections in the fol-
lowing verses or in verses of your own finding:

a. Galatians 5:14

b. Ephesians 4:28

c. Colossians 3:9
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Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. What question or insight from the Personal Study questions, 
the commentary or the sermon would you like to explore fur-
ther?

7. What do you think is the purpose of the Ten Command-
ments? 

8. Did your parents have rules for you as a child growing up? 

a. Name some of them.

b. Did you think they were fair? Why or why not?

c. Were any of them negotiable? Explain.

d. Are the Ten Commandments negotiable? Why or why not?

9. Complete this thought: The First Commandment, “You shall 
have no other gods before Me,” is just as relevant today as it 
was over 3,000 years ago because

10. Why do you think God put this Commandment first?
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11. Can you identify any “other gods” in our society that tend to 
cloud our image of the Almighty One?

12. If you are comfortable doing so, describe any “gods” in your 
life that compete with the true God. Take time to pray for each 
other to have God’s grace to keep God’s First Commandment.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

13. Read 1 Timothy 1:8-11. What does Paul say is the purpose of 
the “law”?

14. Should Christians then ignore the Law (Romans 3:31; Mat-
thew 5:17)? Explain.

15. Read Psalm 119:1-8. In your own words, write one or two of 
your favorite thoughts from this text.

Scripture for Meditation

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?” Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”

Matthew 22:36-37
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You shall not make for 
yourself an idol in the 
form of anything in heav-
en above or on the earth 
beneath or in the waters 
below. You shall not bow 
down to them or worship 
them; for I, the LORD your 
God, am a jealous God, 
punishing the children 
for the sin of the fathers 
to the third and fourth 
generation of those who 
hate me, but showing 
love to a thousand gener-
ations of those who love 
me and keep my com-
mandments.
Exodus 20:4-6

Introduction

The Second Commandment is the longest commandment and is the only one with both pen-
alty and reward attached. God is adamant in regard to anyone fashioning a representation of 
the Creator. When the Creator invites us to a personal relationship with Himself, why would we 
substitute an inferior, impotent idol?

The Blame Game

The setting in which God gave Moses the Ten Commandments was rugged Mount Sinai in the 
triangular-shaped Sinai Peninsula south of Canaan and east of Egypt. Moses had been up on 
the mountain for six weeks communing with God. During this time, the Israelites were camped 
on the desert floor at the foot of the mountain. When Moses didn’t return immediately, the 
people became restless and decided both Moses and God had deserted them. They asked Aar-
on to make a god they could see and worship—a golden calf (Exodus 32:1).

While God was giving His Commandments to Moses on the mountaintop, the people were 
breaking them in the valley. Coming down from the mountain in a state of high exultation, 
Moses stared in disbelief at God’s faithless people. His mood changed from elation to rage. 
Moses took the two stone tablets and threw them on the ground, breaking them into pieces. 
He walked among the people and hurled the golden calf into the fire. He took the melted frag-
ments and ground them into powder. He scattered the powder on the water and required the 
people to drink the bitter water (Exodus 32:15-20). You might say, Moses was ticked of f!!!

He turned to Aaron and asked, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such 
great sin?” (Exodus 32:21). Aaron replied the way many of us do when we are caught in a com-
promising situation. It’s called the blame game, and Aaron was good at it. He reminded Moses 
that the people were bent on evil and protested that none of this was his fault. He said when 
the people gave him their gold jewelry, he just threw it in the fire and out came the calf! (Exodus 
32:21-24).

Three thousand years later, human nature hasn’t changed. It’s easier to blame someone or 
something else rather than accept responsibility for our actions. We blame our background, 
our parents, our society, and even the dog when things go wrong. What we need to hear again 
is the old Black spiritual: “It’s not my brother, not my sister, but it’s me, O Lord, standing in the 
need of prayer.”

How of ten have you heard people in jest remark, “The devil made me do it?” Perhaps this was 
the way Aaron felt. The pressure from the people was extremely great, and when Moses re-
turned, it was even greater. It was all too easy for Aaron to disregard his responsibility and say, 
“The people made me do it.” 

Symbols and Substitutes

A kindergarten teacher observed one of her four-year old boys carefully drawing a picture. She 
asked what he was drawing and he answered, “A picture of God.” She smiled and said, “But no-
body knows what God looks like.” 



© 2018 Scripture Awakening | BNEXT

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS  |  EXODUS 20
No Idols Allowed  |  Exodus 20:4-6

SERIES
LESSON 2

8

STUDY BNEXT

Then the LORD said to Mo-
ses, “Go down, because 
your people, whom you 
brought up out of Egypt, 
have become corrupt. 
They have been quick to 
turn away from what I 
commanded them and 
have made themselves 
an idol cast in the shape 
of a calf.  They have 
bowed down to it and 
sacrificed to it and have 
said, ‘These are your 
gods, Israel, who brought 
you up out of Egypt.’”
Exodus 32:7-8

“Well, they will when I’m finished!” he replied. 

We smile at a child’s naiveté; however, there are people who feel they are free to paint their own 
portrait of God. 

At no time do we find Aaron openly defying God. His denial of God is not that simple, and nei-
ther is ours. Most of us would never defy God openly. Sin is more subtle than that. We simply 
worship symbols as substitutes for the holy God, and just like Aaron, we substitute a symbol—
an idol—for the worship of God. We bow down to our wants and needs. The children of Israel 
wanted a tangible God and needed a God they could see. However,  scripture reminds us that 
faith is trusting and worshipping the God we cannot see (Hebrews 11:1; John 20:29).

The inevitable result of our corrupted ideas about God is seen in the moral breakdown of indi-
vidual integrity that now infects our society. This is described graphically in Exodus 32:7-8. 

Maybe God is overreacting on this graven image (idol) thing. Af ter all, this is the twenty-first 
century, and we are a highly sophisticated, educated people who would never bow down and 
worship a molten calf. Does it have to be a molten calf? Can it be some other form of worship? 
Could an idol possibly be our:

Possessions (home, car, clothes, pets, etc.), 
Positions (degrees, occupation, community status, etc.), 
Power  (CEO, statesman, of ficer, etc.),  
Pleasures (trips, TV, golf, electronics, video games, etc.), or even  
People  (spouse, children, entertainers, athletes, etc.)?

We wouldn’t dream of molding a graven image. We are too refined to fashion our gods with our 
hands. We fashion images with our hearts and minds. We love to play around with new ‘isms’ 
and theories, and are easily impressed with subtle ideas until gradually we begin to create a 
new image of God for ourselves. It is so important for young people to examine their accumu-
lated philosophy when they go to college. Everyone has a philosophy, as our lives always reveal. 
What we believe in, the god we choose, ultimately shapes and directs our lives.

Furthermore, we live in a society that elevates the status of athletes and entertainers to the 
level of hero worship. We want to buy what they buy. We imitate their talk. We are obsessed 
with their private lives. We place great value on their opinions, philosophy, and life styles. Is this 
not a type of idol worship?

Aaron’s golden calf made no demands on the people. That’s the way it is with false gods. When 
we shape them with our minds and control them with our philosophy or theology, they make no 
demands on us. Neither Aaron’s calf nor any of our false gods can guide or forgive us. Only the 
God of Israel, as revealed in Jesus Christ, can forgive sin and guide us into a lifestyle of whole-
ness, self-acceptance, and joy.

Our hope, in keeping the law of God, is to walk in fellowship with Jesus Christ. Jesus did not 
come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; “I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” 
(Matthew 5:17b). God walked among us so that we would know Him. And in knowing Him, God 
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You saw no form of any 
kind the day the LORD 
spoke to you at Horeb 
out of the fire. Therefore 
watch yourselves very 
carefully, so that you do 
not become corrupt and 
make for yourselves an 
idol, an image of any 
shape, whether formed 
like a man or a woman, 
or like any animal on 
earth or any bird that 
flies in the air, or like 
any creature that moves 
along the ground or any 
fish in the waters below. 
And when you look up to 
the sky and see the sun, 
the moon and the stars—
all the heavenly array—
do not be enticed into 
bowing down to them 
and worshiping things 
the LORD your God has 
apportioned to all the 
nations under heaven.
Deuteronomy 4:15-19

would become our top priority. We would have no other God but Him, and we are not to wor-
ship Him the wrong way by fashioning an idol that pleases us.

Final Thought

As we view this scene of Aaron and these decadent people, it is very easy to be self-right- eous 
and judgmental. However, anytime we place anything or anyone ahead of God, we are worship-
ping an idol and God says, “No idols allowed.”

J. I. Packer said, “Never represent the Creator by anything created.”

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups. Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper ques-
tions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with 
God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read Exodus 20:4-6. How does God respond to idolatry?

2. God’s jealousy is not like our selfish, human jealousy. Read 
2 Corinthians 11:1-4. Can you think of a time when a godly jeal-
ousy filled your heart? If so, describe the situation and your re-
sponse.

3. Even modern-day Christians can fall into the sin of idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5). Read Colossians 3:1-17 and complete this sen-
tence: “The attitudes or actions I should change to help God be 
pleased with my life are…”

4. When Moses was on the mountain receiving the Ten Com-
mandments, the people were in the valley breaking the first 
two as they fashioned a golden calf. Read Psalm 106:6-22, 
which describes the ignorance and ingratitude that spurred 
the Israelites to commit such an act. Reflecting on this text, 
what are some heart attitudes we should cultivate in our ef fort 
to flee idolatry today?

5. Read Psalm 24:1-6 and write a prayer of your own, asking God 
for a pure heart.

Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. What question or insight from the personal study questions, 
the commentary, or the sermon would you like to explore fur-
ther?
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7. Read out loud Exodus 20:1-6. How are the First and Second 
Commandment inseparable? How are they dif ferent? 

8. In your own words, define idolatry.

9. Read Exodus 32:1-6. Complete this thought: “The most amaz-
ing thing to me about this account of the making of the idola-
trous golden calf is…”

10. From Exodus 20:4-6, how does God respond to idolatry? 
What would happen if He never chastened us when our hearts 
wandered from Him?

11. Read 1 Corinthians 10:6-14, noting how the people were pun-
ished for their idolatry. 

a. What is the main point of 1 Corinthians 10: 6 and 11?

b. What is the promise of 1 Corinthians 10:13?

c. What is the imperative in verse 1 Corinthians 10:14? 
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Read out loud 1 Corinthians 10:15 and 23-24. How can Paul’s ad-
vice help us to avoid idolatry?

12. Note in 1 Corinthians 10:25-33 that Paul exhorts us to avoid 
even the appearance of idolatry, that other believers may not 
stumble. Give a few modern-day examples of appearances of 
idolatry to be avoided. Are there areas in your life where such 
struggles are very real? Explain. Pray for one another to have 
wisdom and victory in these gray areas.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

13. Read Exodus 20:4-6 once again and reflect on the contrast 
between the longevity of God’s punishment for idolatry versus 
the longevity of His blessings for obedience (some Bible ver-
sions don’t have the word “generations” following the word 
“thousand” in Exodus 20:6, but it is implied). 

a. Do these promises of God’s punishments and blessings on 
future generations seem fair or  unfair to you? Why?

b. How should these truths influence our daily  choices and 
actions?

14. The story of Gideon demonstrates how greatly God can use 
a single person whose heart is pure and whose faith is focused 
(Judges 6-7). Yet in the end, Gideon fell into the sin of idolatry 
(Judges 8:22-27).

a. Why do you think he fell into this sin?

b. What lessons can we draw from Gideon’s life?

Scripture for Meditation
“Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.”
1 John 5:21



© 2018 Scripture Awakening | BNEXT

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS  |  EXODUS 20
What’s In a Name?  |  Exodus 20:7

SERIES
LESSON 3

13

STUDY BNEXT

You shall not misuse the 
name of the LORD your 
God, for the LORD will not 
hold anyone guiltless 
who misuses His name. 
Exodus 20:7

Introduction

The Third Commandment is probably the least understood of all ten. It is not merely about our 
words; this Commandment really hits at the heart of the whole of life. It directs itself to the gap 
that exists between our profession and our performance. The profanity to which it refers has 
little to do with our words except as they relate to our actions.

Revere His Name

Names were very important in the time when the Bible was written. For example, Samuel was 
the name given to a son for whom his parents prayed and waited a long, long time. When this 
child was born, they named him Samuel, meaning “asked of God” (1 Samuel 1:20). Af ter the craf ty 
and wily Jacob had confronted God through an entire night, he was renamed Israel — “wrestler 
with God” (Genesis 32:28). Isaac, which means “laughter-in-joy,” was the name assigned to the 
son whose birth brought great mirth (Genesis 21:1-7).

A census taker came to a home and asked the woman who answered the door, “How many chil-
dren live here?”

“Well, let’s see,” she replied, “There’s Horace and Muriel and Sarah.”

The census taker stopped her. “Lady, I didn’t ask you for their names, I asked you for the num-
ber.” 

“My children don’t have numbers, they have names,” she responded impatiently.

In this age of mass marketing, we all have felt that lady’s exasperation. How many times have 
you felt like shouting, “I’m not a number! I have a name! Treat me like a person!”?

Nowhere is the use of a name more important than in referring to God…”You shall not misuse 
the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name” (Exodus 20:7).  We are not to use His name carelessly. God has a name! He is not an “It.” 
He is not computerized. He is not “The Force” or “The Man Upstairs.” Behind the name of God 
stands an omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient being. He is the one and only, true God, the 
great I AM. Behind the name of God stands a being and a personality. The Hebrews recognized 
this. Do we? 

Reflect His Life

In this Third Commandment, God is not only talking about our words but also our performance. 
It has been said, “If you talk the talk, you’d better walk the walk.” If our lives don’t measure up to 
what we profess, then there’s something desperately wrong. 

We usually think of profanity as being linked to speech. It can mean much more. The word pro-
fanity comes from two Latin roots, pro, which means “before”, and fane, which means “temple.” 
In its original use, profanity, then, referred to the holy place — “before the temple” — and the 
misuse or desecration of that place. Today, when the sense of holiness is squeezed out of parts 
of our lives, we who are God’s temple are in danger of living our lives in profanity (1 Corinthians 
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I am the LORD; that is My 
name! I will not yield My 
glory to another or My 
praise to idols.
Isaiah 42:8

3:17). Speech that dishonors God is sure to follow. When we use God’s name carelessly in our 
everyday conversation, it’s a clue that God really doesn’t mean much to us. 

There are people who wouldn’t think of profaning God’s name by attaching the word “damn” to 
it. However, these same people break this Commandment by their gossip and their attitudes 
towards other people. They profane the very being of God by hurting other people who are 
made in the image of God.

In the early days of Israel, there were those who swore “by Jehovah,” which I suppose is like say-
ing, “cross my heart and hope to die.” In ef fect, they were saying, “By Jehovah, I will do this,” but 
then they didn’t. They were using God’s name in vain because they said they would do some-
thing, but they simply did not. Their words were empty. Christ warned against the same saying, 
“Do not swear at all...Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No be ‘No;’ anything else come fromt 
eh evil one” (Matthew 5:34a; 37)

What does it mean to carry the name of Jesus Christ in our day? Does it make any dif ference in 
our life styles? Does it make a dif ference in our business transactions? In the way we figure our 
income taxes? In how we drive our cars?

God wants us to care deeply for the kinds of hurts that are destroying people in this modern-day 
world. Our problem is that our anger, like our expletives, most of ten surfaces because we have 
been of fended, but not because we are of fended at the evil and apathy around us that is blas-
pheming God’s name.

Our profanity, in words and careless speech, is but a clue—a symptom of a much deeper prob-
lem. Our words are not so important in themselves; but, like headaches, they are clues to some-
thing deeper. God says, “When you use My name so carelessly, it means you really don’t have the 
appropriate sense of awe and love for Me.” But when God’s holy being is honored with a sense 
of reverence and awe, and we recognize the disparity between our performance and our vows, 
then we are open—wide open— to fulfilling His love with one another (1 John 4:7-8).

Rejoice in His Love

Long af ter giving this Commandment to Moses on Sinai, God once again emphasized the im-
portance of His name through the prophet Isaiah:

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And 
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and peace there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:6-7; italics added).

Again, Isaiah writes, “…The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel (7:14b; italics added).

Matthew repeats that prophecy, “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Imman-
uel’—which means, ‘God with us’” (Matthew 1:22-23; italics added).
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Do not swear falsely by 
my name and so profane 
the name of your God.  I 
am the Lord.
Leviticus 19:12

We are no longer confronted with just the law, but with the Lawgiver—God. We recognize that 
it is not just a broken law with which we must deal but a broken love. But we have a new chance. 
The Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace is incarnate in 
Jesus Christ.

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray in Matthew 6:9b, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name,” He was saying that we are not to use the Father’s name carelessly. This is an echo 
of the Third Commandment God gave Moses on the mountain. Neither our lips nor our lives 
should take the name of Almighty God in vain. This Commandment says we need to match our 
performance with our profession as long as we bear the name of Christ.

Final Thought

Alexander the Great confronted a young soldier who had deserted his post in the heat of battle. 
The great conqueror asked the young soldier his name. 

“My name is Alexander, Sir.”

Enraged, Alexander the Great grabbed the young deserter by the throat and shouted, “Soldier, 
either change your conduct or change your name!” 

As believers in Jesus Christ, we carry His name—Christian. Does our conduct match our name? 
Do we honor Him not only with our words but also with our conduct? God says He will not hold 
him guiltless who uses His name carelessly. What’s in a name? Everything!

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups.  Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper ques-
tions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with 
God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read Exodus 20:7. What does it mean to “misuse” God’s 
name?

2. Referring to the commentary, give some examples of how 
someone’s life can misuse God’s name.

3. Read Exodus 3:13-15.

a. What did Moses ask God?

b. What did God answer?

c. What did God’s answer reveal about Himself?

4. Read Matthew 1:18-21.

a. What was Joseph told to do?

b. What does the name Jesus mean?

5. Read Philippians 2:5-11. What does it mean for Christ’s name 
to be above every name?

6. The Bible contains hundreds of names for God. Look up some 
of the names for Jesus found in Revelation 1: 5, 8, 17. Which of 
these names for Jesus do you cherish most? Why?
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Discussion (Small Group Study)

7. Is there a particular idea from the 

commentary or personal study questions that especially 
moved you? Explain.

8. Read Exodus 20:6 and Matthew 6:9. What word does Jesus 
give us to associate with God’s name? Give examples of how 
this association should work itself out in our daily lives. 

9. How would you respond to someone who continually uses 
God’s name as profanity? As a Christian, do you think you 
should confront the person? Why or why not?

10. Do you know what your name means? How do you feel 
about your name? Does your name reflect who you are? Ex-
plain.

11. What character qualities come to mind when you hear the 
following names and why? 

a. Abraham Lincoln

b. Judas

c. Jezebel

d. Hitler
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e. Billy Graham

f. Mother Theresa

12. Make a list of character qualities that come to mind when 
you say the name Jesus.

Take a few minutes to worship by lif ting up the names of Jesus 
with short, worshipful prayers, or by reading a favorite scrip-
ture or hymn.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

13. Read Leviticus 19:12. Why do you think God told people not 
to make oaths in His name?

14. Read Matthew 5:33-37. In Christ’s day to avoid violating Le-
viticus 19:12, people who took oaths would swear by everything 
but God. How did Christ view this approach? What does Christ 
recommend? How specifically does the application of this 
Scripture challenge you? Give examples.

15. Read Psalm 119:1-8. In your own words, write one or two of 
your favorite thoughts from this text.

Scripture for Meditation

Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave 
Him the name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow...

Philippians 2:9-10a
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Remember the Sabbath 
day by keeping it holy. Six 
days you shall labor and 
do all your work, but the 
seventh day is a sabbath 
to the LORD your God. On 
it you shall not do any 
work, neither you, nor 
your son or daughter, nor 
your manservant or maid 
servant, nor your animals, 
nor nor the alien within 
your gates. For in six days 
the LORD made the heav-
ens and the earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but 
He rested on the seventh 
day. Therefore the LORD 
blessed the Sabbath day 
and made it holy. 
Exodus 20:8-11

Introduction

Herman Wouk, the Jewish author, was met one day by a harried theatrical producer who said 
to him, “I do not covet your religion but I covet your Sabbath.”

Why would he covet another man’s “Sabbath?” Maybe it’s because he associated the Jewish 
Sabbath with a genuine day of rest. A day to cease work. A day spent with the family. A day to 
stop and smell the roses! A day of worship.

In the complex world in which we live, all one has to do is turn on the TV, pick up a newspaper, 
or click on a web browser to quickly discern how restless is our society. Our days are extremely 
stressful and unsettled; many of us yearn for one day in seven to rest. Rarely do we find an 
individual who truly is stress free and resting in the Lord. Browse through any bookstore and 
view the rack of books trying to convince people to rest and telling them how. From exercise 
techniques to dietary suggestions, from Yoga to herbal supplements— people share opinions 
about how to rest.

God initiated rest. “By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the 
seventh day he rested from all his work” (Genesis 2:2).

Entering God’s Rest

From the beginning, God has called His people to stop, contemplate Him, and rest in His love 
and forgiveness. When God spoke the words of the Ten Commandments to Moses, He said, 
“Remember the Sabbath day, by keeping it holy... For in six days the LORD made the heav-
ens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day” (Exodus 
20:8,11a).

The Commandment concerning the Sabbath is addressed to the whole human family. It calls 
us to set aside proportionate time in which to focus our minds and energy on God for worship 
and praise. He knows we need rest for our bodies and stimulation for our souls.

When this Commandment was given to Moses, life was rural and agricultural. There were 
no power mowers or powerboats or snowmobiles from Dan to Beersheba. In the midst of 
our modern noise and activity, and hectic, frantic fun, how can we understand and apply this 
ancient commandment? It is extremely difficult for us to observe the Sabbath for two reasons: 
We live in a pluralistic society, with a variety of religious views and convictions, or no religious 
views at all, and our high-speed age seems to require work around the clock, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year.

From the giving of this Commandment to Moses on Mount Sinai down to the present time, 
rules of Sabbath behavior have been laid out and debated. One of the great concerns was 
simply to find a day.

• Charlemagne, in AD 787, passed a law in the ancient empire for Sabbath observance.

• King Henry III, in AD 1239, passed a law in England for Sabbath observance.
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There remains, then, 
a Sabbath-rest for the 
people of God;  for anyone 
who enters God’s rest also 
rests from his own work, 
just as God did from His.  
Let us, therefore, make 
every effort to enter that 
rest, so that no one will 
fall by following their 
example of disobedience.
Hebrews 4:9-11

• Our forefathers, the founders of the colony in Virginia in AD 1610, passed a law for Sab-
bath observance.

• If you grew up on the East Coast, you know many states had (or have) “blue laws” requir-
ing most businesses to be closed on Sundays.  These laws were designed to preserve the 
Sabbath.

The Sabbath was given to the Israelites in the wilderness. It came at a time when they were 
wandering in the desert. We, too, are in a different kind of desert as we struggle with the com-
plexity of demands made upon us today. A right understanding of God’s law and His reasons 
for it can be as refreshing for modern man as it was for the Israelites. They, in their preoccupa-
tion with the work of their hands and bleakness of the territory, were in danger of losing God’s 
reality. So are we.

God gave us this law because He loves us. If we could establish this as part of our understand-
ing of God’s law, we would be halfway home. God did not give the law because He was mean 
or wanted to spoil our fun. He gave the law that we might find meaning and design in this 
created order He fashioned.

The Lord’s Day

There are other problems with the observance of the Sabbath. One of the earliest problems 
was which day shall we keep? When the law was given, there was no question about it. Sab-
bath for the Jew meant from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday. In the Christian Church, 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ occurred on the first day of the week, as did Pentecost. So the 
early Church named the first day of the week, “The Lord’s Day,” and Sunday became the Sab-
bath for Christians.

Christians must turn to the New Testament for a deeper understanding of this Command-
ment. On a typical day in the life of Jesus, His critics hounded Him (Mark 2:23-3:6). Legalists, 
who could quote the Scripture, had the law all figured out. They reprimanded Jesus for healing 
people on the Sabbath day. They scolded Him because they said His disciples worked on the 
Sabbath when they picked corn, rubbed it in their hands, and ate it.

In Jesus’ time, more than fifteen hundred laws had been devised by the Pharisees and Scribes, 
39 of which dealt precisely with work. One of these laws was really important, “You shall not 
thresh or winnow or reap or prepare a meal on the Sabbath.” The disciples fractured all four of 
these basic laws on the day the authorities accused them of working. By tearing the ear off the 
corn shock, they reaped; by shucking it, they were winnowing and threshing; and in doing all 
of this, they were preparing a meal in their hands.

In the synagogue, on the Sabbath, Jesus healed a man with a withered hand (Mark 3:4). Jesus 
spelled out clearly and crisply the principles that apply to us today. He said, “The Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27). God did not establish the law to crush us. 
He gave us the law to defend us from our own foolishness and free us to live as children of God.
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The Sabbath was made 
for man, not man for the 
Sabbath.
Mark 2:27

Many of us can remember when families would not buy a newspaper or turn on a radio on 
Sunday. Children were not allowed to go swimming or play ball. One man said he couldn’t wait 
until Sunday was over because it was six whole days until another one came along. There was 
nothing to do! God didn’t intend this to be a drab day. Jesus meant for the Sabbath to be a time 
for refreshment of mind and spirit.

Final Thought

For the Christian the day of rest is “The Lord’s Day”. This is a day for believers to assemble and 
worship the risen Savior. It is to be a day of rejoicing as we remember and celebrate His life and 
resurrection. It should be a day of new beginnings as we prepare for a new week. Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it. Let the whole world see that as believers we are assembled because Jesus is 
Lord and this is the day we worship Him.

The word worship comes from the Old English word weorthscipe which means “worthiness or 
respect.”  Jesus is the only one worthy of our worship.  In John’s Revelation he saw “ten thou-
sand times ten thousand’ angels singing aroung the throne in heaven.  “In a loud voice they 
were saying: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!’’ (Revelation 5:12).  Our woship reflects to woship of 
the the angels gathered before the thone of God in heaven.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if others would say of us, “I covet your Sunday…tell me about your 
Savior!”? 

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups. Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper 
questions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time 
with God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking 
God for special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read Exodus 20:8-11. What do you think it means when it says God 
“blessed the Sabbath day” (Exodus 20:11)?

2. Why do you think God mentioned the six days of creation in this 
commandment? Did God have to rest? Was He tired? What was the 
point in saying, “He rested”?

3. Read Exodus 16:4-5; 22-30.

a. What did God provide for the people?

b. What were God’s instructions?

c. What happened if they disobeyed?

d.Why do you think God did this?

e. In today’s world, what principles can be drawn from this text?

4. How do you “keep the Sabbath holy”? Explain. 
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Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. Share any insights from the personal study questions, commen-
tary, or sermon that were especially meaningful to you.

6. Read aloud Exodus 20:8-11. Do you think it’s wrong for a business 
to be open on Sunday? Also, as an employee, how would you respond 
if you were told you were required to work on Sunday? Explain.

7. Is there a dif ference between someone’s business being open on 
Sunday and someone shopping on Sunday or mowing their lawn? 
Explain.  

8. How would you answer a Christian who does not attend Sun-
day worship and says that they worship God on Sunday on the golf 
course, or fishing, or traveling, or watching “church” on TV or the in-
ternet?

9. Read Hebrews 10:24-25. Why does God urge believers to meet 
together? What are the benefits to the congregation? What are the 
benefits to individual believers?

10. Read Colossians 2:16-17. How would you respond to someone who 
believes the Sabbath should be observed on Saturday? To someone 
who works Sundays and chooses a weekday for a Sabbath?
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11. How has keeping the Sabbath changed for you through the years? 
What were you allowed to do or not do on Sunday as you were grow-
ing up? Do you think we’re better of f today or not?

12. Is Sunday a day of “rest” for you? Why or why not?

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

13. Read Exodus 31:12-18. What is the Sabbath a sign of (Exodus 31:17)? 
How should this influence the way we spend our Sundays?

14. Read Mark 2:23-28. What does Jesus say about the Sabbath? What 
do you think He was trying to teach the people?

15. From Mark 3:1-6, what additional guidelines do we find about the 
Sabbath? Note the Pharisee’s reaction to Jesus. What are the dan-
gers of being too legalistic about Sabbath restrictions? 

Scripture for Meditation

Then He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, 
not man for the Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even 
of the Sabbath.”

Mark 2:27,28
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Honor your father and 
your mother, so that you 
may live long in the land 
the LORD your God is 
giving you.
Exodus 20:12

Introduction

The position of the Fif th Commandment is crucial in God’s great design for order on the earth. 
God sets us within a family in order that through its support system of love we may be able to 
step out and relate to other people. We need emotional and spiritual stability. The family is the 
cornerstone of civilization.

The subject of honoring our parents is of great importance for no other reason than it is com-
manded in both the Old Testament and the New Testament. Jesus said, “Honor your father and 
mother” (Matthew 19:19a).

The Greek word used in the New Testament for honor is timao, meaning “to prize, i.e. fix a val-
uation upon; by implication to revere, honour, value.” However, in Exodus 20:12, the Hebrew 
word for honor is kâbêd . It means “to be heavy, i.e. numerous, rich, honorable” (thus our saying, 
“he carries a lot of weight”). When God uses the word honor, He places great value upon the 
position of parenting.

Positional Honor

Parents are not honored because they are perfect. They are honored because they are parents. 
When persons honor their parents, they have already begun to honor God. Thus God will honor 
them in fulfilling the promise attached to this Command, “…so that you may live long in the land 
the LORD your God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12).

The father’s position in the ancient world was undisputed. He had the power of life and death 
within his family. The accounts of Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 22 and Jephthah’s sacrifice of 
his daughter in Judges 11 are examples of this authority.

The father’s position placed him as the provider and protector of his home. Fathers also con-
stituted the elders, those who ruled over the clans and tribes of Israel. They were to be “wise, 
understanding and respected men from each of your tribes…” (Deuteronomy 1:13). They were 
the decision-makers.

The position of mothers was also held in high esteem. Proverbs 31 is a beautiful account of the 
respect bestowed upon a virtuous wife and mother. “Her children arise and call her blessed; her 
husband also, and he praises her” (Proverbs 31:28).

As Jesus hung on the cross, He remembered and honored His mother as He said, “ ‘Dear wom-
an, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother’” (John 19:26b-27).

Scripture honored people because of the position they held. We are to honor God because He 
is the Sovereign God of the universe, and the Father of every living thing. We are to honor Jesus 
for He is the only begotten Son of God. One day, every knee will bow and pay honor to Him. This 
includes Satan and his demons. Because of Jesus’ position ,He is and will be honored. Such hon-
or cannot be earned. It is positional. God has placed parents, kings, public of ficials, and parents 
in positions of honor.
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Children, obey your par-
ents in everything, for this 
pleases the Lord.
Colossians 3:20

Practical Honor

Honor, then, is not only positional but it also must work itself out in the practical af fairs of fam-
ily life.

Honor is more than lip service. “The Lord says: ‘These people come near to me with their mouth 
and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me’” (Isaiah 29:13).

In Ephesians 5:22–6:4, the Apostle Paul references the Fif th Commandment to urge honor and 
mutual respect not only between parent and child but also parent to parent, husband to wife, 
parents to children, and children to parents. The emphasis is upon the interlocking relationship 
that exists within the family unit.

Paul promotes a healthy interdependence with the phrase: “Submit to one another, out of rev-
erence for Christ” (Ephesians 5:21). That is the groundwork for a family, and how real that be-
comes is determined by how real we are with one another.

Children learn the meaning of honor by the model they see most of ten—their parents. Pa-
tience, kindness, love, and respect for one another are communicated to our children every day 
by our words and actions. Children are known to emulate what parents do more readily than 
what they say.

Paul has an important word for fathers, as well as children, when he says, “Children, obey your 
parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they 
will become discouraged” (Colossians 3:20-21). If a father enters into a relationship with his chil-
dren only at the point of punishment, it is a poor relationship indeed. Children need limits, and 
they also need love.

Personal Honor

Honor for parents should be positional and practical, but it must also become personal. Each 
parent is a person with feelings and needs. Honor should work its way into every parent/child 
relationship.

The story is told of a home where an elderly father had come to live with his son, daughter-in-
law, and grandchildren. As the years passed, the old man’s health began to decline. He couldn’t 
help much around the house, and his hands began to shake. The situation was grim; the air was 
tense.

Once the old man was at the table trying to eat. His hands were shaking, and he was spilling his 
food. Finally, the daughter-in-law, in irritation said, “If you’re going to eat like a pig, you can eat 
in the corner,” and she set him a place in the corner.

Another day, as his old hands were shaking, he dropped and broke his earthen bowl. The daugh-
ter-in-law said, “If you’re going to eat like a pig and act like a pig, we’ll make a trough for you and 
you can eat out of that.”

Several weeks later the son of the elderly father noticed one of his children making something 
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Children, obey your par-
ents in the Lord, for this is 
right. “Honor your father 
and mother”—which is the 
first commandment with 
a promise—“that it may 
go well with you and that 
you may enjoy long life on 
the earth.”
Ephesians 6:1-3

out of wood. “What are you making?” he asked.

The boy, looking for parental approval said, “I’m making a trough so that some day when your 
hands are shaking and you can’t eat with the rest of the family you’ll have your own trough.

The young father silently walked away and went to his elderly father’s room. He asked his father 
to forgive him for not giving him the honor and respect he deserved. That night the old man 
returned to the dining room table.

Final Thought

In honoring fathers and mothers, what about parents who have abused their children? What 
about parents who violate God’s precepts and command their children to do likewise? Are chil-
dren to obey them? Certainly not. If a parent tells a child to do something that contradicts the 
Word of God, that child is to obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).

“Honoring your parents means respecting them for their of fice (if not for their person) as we 
would public of ficials, ministers, or educators, whatever we think of their personal limitations 
or private lives.”  
                                                            — J. I. Packer.

We are commanded in both the New and Old Testaments to honor our father and mother.

We must honor them by addressing them with respect, even if we don’t admire or love them. 

We must honor them by seeing that they are taken care of when they can no longer care for 
themselves. 

We must honor them by keeping in contact through phone calls, emails, or cards. 

We must honor them by forgiving them or asking them to forgive us.

All of us may look at our parents and determine that they are not perfect—but then neither are 
we. God says we are to honor them.

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups. Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper ques-
tions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with 
God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for 
special insight into His Word.



© 2018 Scripture Awakening | BNEXT

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS  |  EXODUS 20
Positions of Honor  |  Exodus 20:12

SERIES
LESSON 5

28

STUDY BNEXT

Devotion (Personal Study)

1.. Read Exodus 20:3-17. Regarding the order or progression of 
The Ten Commandments:

The first four commandments are directed toward our rela-
tionship with...

The last six commandments are directed toward our relation-
ship with...

2. Can you think of any ways in which the Fif th Commandment, 
“to honor your father and mother” provides a bridge between 
the two sections? If so, explain.

3. What is the promise associated with honoring one’s parents 
in Exodus 20:12?

4. Read Luke 2:41-51. Record in your own words the sequence 
of events and Jesus’ response. Was Jesus disrespectful of His 
parents? Explain.

5. Have you shown your parents the honor due them? If not, 
can you think of any practical ways you might honor them in 
the coming days (whether they are living or dead)? 

Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. What insight from the personal study section or commen-
tary would you like to explore further?
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7. From the Fif th commandment, is honoring your parent’s 
conditional (i.e., if they deserve respect, if they reciprocate...)? 
Explain.

8. Read Luke 8:19-21. Do you think honoring your parents means 
agreeing with them on all issues? Explain.

9. How would you advise someone to honor their parents if 
their parents aren’t Christians and participate in activities that 
do not honor God?

10. If you could change the past, how would you alter your past 
relationship with your parents? With your children?

With your children?

11. What is the most honoring tribute you ever gave your par-
ents? If you are a parent, what was the most honoring tribute 
given you by your children?

12. Read Ephesians 6:1-4. How can parents avoid exasperating 
their children? 
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Digging Deeper (Further Study)

13. What do you think is the most challenging part of the role 
of parenting?

14. Read Genesis 9:18-27. How was Ham dishonoring to his fa-
ther? What was the result of his disrespect?

What was the result of his disrespect? 

15. Reflect upon the fact that honoring our father and moth-
er is a correlation to honoring our God the Father.  How do we 
honor our heavenly Father?  List some areas in this parental re-
lationship that you need to work on.

Scripture for Meditation
Someone told him, “your mother and brothers are 
standing outside, wanting to see you.”  He replied, 
“My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s 
Word and put it into practice.”
Luke 8:20-21
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You shall not murder.
Exodus 20:13  

Introduction

The Sixth Commandment is short and succinct: “Thou shalt not kill” (KJV). The Hebrew word for 
kill is râtsach, meaning “to dash in pieces, i.e. kill (a human being), especially to murder;” there-
fore, the new translations use “murder” rather than “kill.”

In this Commandment, we are confronted with the preciousness of life as God views it. This is 
a complex commandment that touches everything from premeditated murder, to manslaugh-
ter, to abortion, to war, to suicide, to euthanasia, to capital punishment. 

The Bible makes it clear that murder is an assault upon God and an insult to His name. “Who-
ever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God 
made man” (Genesis 9:6).

“Anyone who strikes a man and kills him shall surely be put to death. However, if he does not 
do it intentionally, but God lets it happen, he is to flee to a place I will designate. But if a man 
schemes and kills another man deliberately, take him away from my altar and put him to death” 
(Exodus 21:12-13). On the surface this seems contradictory. First God says, “you shall not kill” 
(Genesis 9: 6), then, “put him to death” (Exodus 21:13).

In this study, we face the dif ficult task of seeking to understand what in the Bible is considered 
murder and what is not.

What Murder Is Not

Accidental killing and self-defense: In Numbers 35, God made provision for those who were in-
volved in accidental killings. Similarly today, police of ficers daily face the possibility of defend-
ing themselves and others from brutal attacks. As a mother bear fearlessly protects her cubs, 
what parent would hesitate to protect their child in any way possible if that child was threat-
ened? Accidental killing and self-defense are not considered murder in the Bible.

Capital punishment: This is where the issues become a bit more clouded. God gave the right 
to inflict punishment by death to governments. The Apostle Paul writes, “Do you want to be 
free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he 
is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
for nothing. He is God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer” (Ro-
mans 13:3b-4). 

In deference to the victim, judges and juries pronounce sentence upon those guilty of heinous 
crimes— those who disregard the sacredness of life. While it is true that execution cannot bring 
back the slain, it may be a deterrent to the development of a murderous society. In this sense, 
capital punishment can represent safety for society and can bring a sense of fairness and justice 
to the victim’s grieving relatives and friends. 

Thus capital punishment, when utilized through fair processes, can reinforce the sanctity of 
life. But what happens when a dictator or government turns evil and begins to execute the inno-
cent in an attempt to hold absolute power? Such corruption is viewed with disdain by the courts 
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...the LORD hates... hands 
that shed innocent 
blood...
Proverbs 6:16-17

in heaven. We note, for example, that when King David had a single soldier killed unjustly, he 
was severely chastened by God (2 Samuel 12). God gives governments the right to inflict justice, 
not to devalue human life through carelessness, revenge, or a lust for power.

War: Civil War General William T. Sherman said, “War is hell.” Indeed, it is. War should be avoid-
ed if possible. Some Christians argue that all war is wrong. Most recognize that God allows 
fighting between nations as a deterrent to absolute corruption. When men pursue selfish am-
bitions and disregard the needs of the masses, the poor, and sickly to the extent of extermina-
tion—then those who regard the sanctity of human life must be heard.

What Murder Is 

Premeditated Malice: Webster defines murder as “to kill (a human being) unlawfully and with 
premeditated malice.”

The world stood in shock and wept as television recorded the mass murders by terrorists de-
stroying the twin towers on September 11, 2001. These were innocent, unarmed victims—none 
of whom were engaged in war. What a glaring violation of the Sixth Commandment.

In 2012, a heavily armed, young man entered Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newton, New 
Jersey.  He killed 20 innocent children and 6 adult staf f members—that was murder. 

A young mother in Union, South Carolina drowned her two young sons as she rolled her car into 
a lake—that was murder.

Abortion: This is yet another dif ficult topic that must be approached with compassion. Wheth-
er or not abortion is murder depends on how one defines where human life begins. 

Scripture makes strong statements to af firm the sanctity of human life, even in the womb. For 
example in Jeremiah 1:5, ”Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I 
set you apart…” David wrote in Psalm 139:13-15, “For you created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your 
works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made 
in the secret place.”

Christians should protect pre-born, human life with wisdom and compassion.

Euthanasia: “The act of killing or permitting the death of hopelessly sick or injured individuals 
in a relatively painless way for reasons of mercy” — Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 

Judaism, Catholicism, and some Protestant denominations are agreed that euthanasia is for-
bidden. This too is a debated and complex issue. Nevertheless, any society that honors God will 
make every ef fort to honor the sanctity of human life, right until the end.

Suicide: There was a day when people claimed that anyone who committed suicide was des-
tined for hell. Society has come to realize, however, that many kill themselves admidst the 
cloud of debilitating depression or mental confusion. When someone is so distraught as to 
believe there is no hope, we who hope in Jesus Christ should pray for them and reach out to 
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this is how we know who 
the children of god are 
and who the children 
of the devil are: anyone 
who does not do what is 
right is not a child of God; 
nor is anyone who does 
not love his brother.
1 John 3:10 

them. “You were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body” (1 Corinthians 6:20). 
Although murdering oneself is sin, it is not the unpardonable sin!  

Final Thought

Most of us would never dream of murdering anyone in cold blood, but there are other ways that 
we devalue human life. Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do 
not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone 
who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment” (Matthew 5:21-22). In this regard, we 
are all guilty, and we should all be gracious and forgiving to others for their sin.

Many of us had not heard of Oskar Schindler until a few years ago when the movie, Schindler’s 
List debuted. Schindler had a questionable reputation and was a card-carrying member of the 
German Nazi Party. He also carried a list of the names of Jews that Hitler sought to kill—people 
Schindler sought to save. Schindler had a deep compassion for the lives of the condemned Jews 
of Krakow, Poland. His factory became a refuge for 1100 Jews. He knew he couldn’t save them 
all, but he would save as many as he could. At the end of the movie, those Schindler had saved 
lined both sides of the road as he prepared to leave the factory. Schindler wept over the lives he 
had not saved. His indebted friends handed him a ring inscribed with a verse from the Talmud, 
“He who saves a single life saves the world entire.”

Life is precious. Within each life is a soul that will never die. The soul of man is infinitely valuable 
because it is created in the image of God. The Good Shepherd will leave the ninety and nine and 
go and seek the one. How about you? How about me?

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups. Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper ques-
tions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with 
God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read 1 John 3:10-12. What is the crowning evidence of a true 
Christian as described in these verses?

2. Read about the first murder account in the Bible (Genesis 4:1-
10). What is most striking to you about this account and why?

3. Notice God’s guidelines for Noah regarding the shedding of 
innocent blood (Genesis 9:1-6). Do you think this Scripture pro-
vides a justification for capital punishment? Why or why not? 
What do you think the world would be like today if there were 
no punishment whatever for murder?

4. What provision did God make in the Old Testament for one 
who accidentally killed another human being (Numbers 35:6-
29)?

5. Read Psalm 103. Record your thoughts about the mercy of 
God toward us, despite our sins. 

Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. What thought from the personal study questions, or the 
commentary would you like to explore further?
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7. Read Jeremiah 1:4-5. Do you think the commandment not to 
murder applies to abortion? Explain.

8. What steps might you, your small group, or your church take 
to defend the life of the unborn?

9. Do you think that the Sixth Commandment applies to eutha-
nasia or mercy killing for those who are old and infirm? Why or 
why not?

10. In Romans 13:1-7, Paul states that God gives the power of the 
sword to governments. Is this a good basis for the justification 
of war? Explain.

11. From Matthew 5:21-22, how are we all violators of the Sixth 
Commandment to at least some degree?

12. Read Acts 7:54-59, noting the role Saul had in the death of 
Christians. Compare with 1 Timothy 1:15-16. How should Paul’s 
example help us to believe in God’s forgiving grace?
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13. Is there a right time to be angry (Ephesians 4:26-27)? If so, 
how can we discern godly anger from destructive anger?

14. Complete this thought: “If I took Christ’s interpretation 
of the Sixth Commandment more seriously, my thought life, 
words, and actions would change in the following ways...” 

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

15. According to Luke 6:27-28, what are at least four ways we 
should respond to our enemies?

16 . If God were to examine your heart in the presence of your 
enemy, what would He observe?

17. From Luke 6:29-36, what attitudes in your heart need to be 
overcome with the love of Christ? 

Scripture for Meditation
But I tell you who hear Me: Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse 
you, pray for those who mistreat you.
Luke 6:27-28
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You shall not commit 
adultery.
Exodus 20:14

Introduction

TV mogul Ted Turner told members of the National Newspaper Association in Atlanta that the 
Biblical Ten Commandments do not relate to current global problems. He said, “We’re living 
with outmoded rules. The rules we’re living under are the Ten Commandments and I bet no-
body here even pays much attention to ‘em, because they are too old. Nobody likes to be com-
manded. Commandments are out.”

Part of what he said is true—nobody likes to be commanded. But commandments are not out. 
We’re commanded every day of our lives. We are commanded by law to fasten our seat belts, 
and most cars have bells or lights reminding us to do so. Traf fic lights command us to stop and 
go. Doors are labeled with commands, “DO NOT ENTER.” Electrical wiring demands, “DO NOT 
TOUCH.” So whether we like it or not, commandments are not out. Why? Because most com-
mandments are for our protection. The Ten Commandments not only provide protection, they 
also establish a solid foundation for the abundant and sanctified life that Christ desires for each 
of us.

The Fif th Commandment dealt with the sanctity of the family (“Honor your father and mother.” 
Exodus 20:12). 

The Sixth Commandment reminded us of the sanctity of life (“You shall not murder.” Exodus 
20:13). 

The Seventh Commandment instructs us in the sanctity of marriage (“You shall not commit 
adultery.” Exodus 20:14).

Disunion

Today we are inundated through movies, music, and the media into believing that if one is un-
happy in his or her marriage then an af fair is perfectly okay if it makes you happy. There are 
even song lyrics that reflect this philosophy: ”If loving you is wrong, I don’t wanna be right…” and 
“How can it be wrong when it feels so right?”

The Greek word for adultery is moichos, which means “apostate—abandonment of a previous 
loyalty.” The world calls adultery an af fair, a fling, a tryst, or a one-night stand. But calling it by 
another name doesn’t change the fact that God says it is sin.

One of the most well-known accounts of adultery is the story of David and Bathsheba as record-
ed in 2 Samuel 11 and 12. David had been elevated to the position of King of Israel. In the world’s 
eyes, David had it all…position, possessions, and power. What would cause this man who had it 
all to seek another man’s wife? How did it happen?

It began with a look. “One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of 
the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful” (2 Samuel 
11:2). But the look turned to lust. Although David knew Bathsheba was married, he sent for her. 
“Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her” (2 Samuel 11:4). 
Bathsheba became pregnant. Uriah (Bathsheba’s husband) was killed (actually murdered in ac-
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But a man who commits      
adultery lacks judgment; 
whoever does so de-
stroys himself.
Proverbs 6:32

cordance with a plan devised by King David). Then David married Bathsheba. What a botched 
attempt to cover up his adultery.

Unchecked, sin can destroy a life. From a look to lust, to adultery, to murder! This downward 
spiral occurred over a period of approximately a year. Imagine how strained David’s relationship 
was with the Lord during this time! 

Evidently, David continued in his kingly duties until the prophet Nathan approached him. 2 
Samuel 12 picks up the story. Nathan approached the king, a former shepherd, with a meta-
phorically appropriate story about a lamb. Nathan described a poor man who had nothing ex-
cept one little ewe. A rich man took and killed the lamb as a convenient source of food for his 
guest. 

David became emotionally engrossed in the story and retorted with the passionate words re-
corded in 2 Samuel 12:5-7a. “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 
He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” Then 
Nathan said to David, “You are the man!”

David’s heart was instantly pierced with understanding and sorrow about his sin. “Then David 
said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the LORD.’ Nathan replied, ‘The LORD has taken away your 
sin. You are not going to die’” (2 Samuel 12:13).

God still loved David, just as He still loves us even when we sin. However the Bible clearly teach-
es that we are to keep short accounts with God. In other words, we need to come daily to the 
throne of grace acknowledging our sins before a merciful God. 1 John 1:9 states, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness.”

David wrote one of the most beautiful Psalms during this time—Psalm 51. In it, this broken man 
poured his heart out to the Lord. David experienced God’s amazing grace; he also suf fered the 
heartache and consequences of his fatal distraction. The child born out of this adulterous af fair 
died (2 Samuel 12:14). God forgives when we confess our sins, but very of ten, He requires us to 
live with the consequences of our misdeeds so that we will learn to avoid sin in the future.

Union

When tested by the Pharisees about potential loopholes in the Seventh Commandment (Mat-
thew 5:27-28), Jesus reminded them of God’s original intention for marriage—God establishing 
the marriage covenant in the Garden of Eden. 

“The LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him’” 
(Genesis 2:18). 

“The man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called “woman,” 
for she was taken out of man’” (Genesis 2:23-24).

The late Peter Marshall described the union of marriage this way: “Marriage is not a federation 
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You have heard that it 
was said, “do not commit 
adultery.”but i tell you 
that anyone who looks 
at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adul-
tery with her in his heart.
Matthew 5:27-28

of two sovereign states. It is a union-domestic, social, spiritual, and physical. It is a fusion of 
two hearts—the union of two lives—the coming together of two tributaries which, af ter being 
joined in marriage, will flow in the same channel in the same direction…carrying the same bur-
dens of responsibility and obligation.”

That union should be cherished and protected. Jesus knew the temptations that man would 
experience. “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone 
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 
5:27-28).

This is a dif ficult concept to accept as illustrated in the following story:

A young man once told a preacher, “I don’t think I am sinning just by what I think.” The preacher 
asked, “Would you like for your mother, wife, or sister to know everything you’ve ever done, 
thought, or said?” The young man replied, “If you put it that way, I guess not.” He began to un-
derstand the fact that we are all sinners in need of God’s forgiving and sustaining grace.

Final Thought

In a time when it is almost impossible to go through a day without viewing some kind of risqué 
material on billboards, magazines, internet browser, or in window displays in the mall, how are 
we to maintain sanctity in our marriages? We should apply this paraphrased exhortation from 
Matthew 5:29, “Cut of f the TV. Discard the magazines. Don’t visit certain websites (even out of 
curiosity) and look the other way at the mall.”

Exclude those things which will destroy a marriage. Most importantly, include God as the foun-
dation for a secure marriage. Marriage is a sacred union established by God. Ecclesiastes 4:12b 
says, “A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” God is the third strand that gives strength to 
a marriage. Marriage isn’t just about love. It is a commitment. The world may have changed but 
God’s command for the sanctity of marriage has not! His commands are relevant and for today!

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups. Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper ques-
tions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with 
God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Review 2 Samuel 11 and 12. What could David have done to 
avoid this event in his life?

2. Read Genesis 39. What did Joseph do when placed in a some-
what similar situation?

3. What does Genesis 39:9 reveal about the character of Joseph? 
How would you describe his relationship with God?

4. Compare Jesus’ instructions in Matthew 5:29 with Joseph’s 
response in Genesis 39:9. List in your life where temptations 
to compromise might easily arise. What steps will you take to 
protect yourself from sin and to live with a clear conscience be-
fore God?

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What thought from the personal study questions would you 
like to explore further?

6. Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-2 and Hebrews 13:4. Do you think our 
modern society adheres to the principles in these passages? 
Explain.

7. What are some of the repercussions of sex outside of, or prior 
to, marriage as recorded in Proverbs 5?
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8. How was Adam formed (Genesis 2:7)?

9. How was Eve formed (Genesis 2:21-22)?

10. Can you correlate the way God created males and females 
with general dif ferences between the two today? Give exam-
ples. You might even refer to your own experiences.

11. Why do you think God made men and women so dif ferent?

12. If you are married or have been married, what advice would 
you give to a newly married couple that you wish someone had 
told you?

13. How can an unbelieving husband be won to the Lord? (1 Pe-
ter 3:1-2).

14. How are husbands to treat their wives? What happens if 
they don’t do these things? (1 Peter 3:7).

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

15. a. Is marriage a 50-50 proposition? 
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b. Is Christianity a 50-50 proposition? 

c. Describe the similarities between the two, using Scripture 
where you can.

16. Read Ephesians 5:21-33. Are Paul’s standards for marriage 
too high? Explain.

17. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Seek to apply these verses to your 
marriage. If you are unmarried, apply them to your closest 
friendship. What part of this text challenges you the most and 
why? 

Scripture for Meditation
For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, and they will 
become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24
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You shall not steal.
Exodus 20:15  

Introduction

“Thou shalt not steal” (KJV) is an af firmation that all things belong to God. He is the One who 
created and owns the whole earth. We, in turn, are given free gif ts by God to act as His trustee 
or manager of those gif ts.

In Psalm 24:1, David says, “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live 
in it.” And in Exodus 9:15 we read, “…the whole earth is mine.” In other words, we build our think-
ing on this Commandment from the af firmation that everything belongs to God. We come into 
this world without possessions, and we will leave without them; but in the interim, God has 
appointed us as trustees of all that is His. He places goods and persons within our circles of 
influence and gives us the privilege of exercising stewardship over them.

Stealing Tangibles

We all struggle with this Commandment. Of all ten, perhaps this is the one most freely broken. 
We do it in subtle ways. Most people would be of fended at the thought of stealing something 
of great value, but the subtle ways we steal little things are a part of the corruption that runs 
throughout our society. 

What about taking stamps, stationary, or pencils from a place of employment? Would taking 
extended cof fee breaks or lunch hours be a form of stealing? Ever known of anyone calling in 
sick when they weren’t? Or padding an expense account? 

Likewise, price gouging is stealing. Charging exorbitant prices for food, gas, generators, and 
clean up af ter natural disasters is stealing when there is a tremendous profit made from some-
one else’s misery. Submitting fraudulent insurance claims because we feel “they owe it to 
me”— it’s stealing.

Employers are stealing when they take advantage of their laborers. Deuteronomy 24:14-15 says, 
“Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poor and needy, whether he is a brother Israelite 
or an alien living in one of your towns. Pay him his wages each day before sunset, because he is 
poor and is counting on it. Otherwise he may cry to the LORD against you, and you will be guilty 
of sin.”

Norman Rockwell, a famous American artist, was gif ted at capturing human nature on canvas. 
He once painted a picture of a friendly grocer weighing a little lady’s chicken on a pair of scales. 
The grocer shrewdly pushes the scales down on his side to make the chicken weigh more. Mean-
while the lady innocently pushes the scale up on her side to make the chicken weigh less. We 
smile at this and ask, “It’s only a chicken. What’s the big deal?” Is this stealing? Of course it is. 
Most of us would never consider robbing a bank or store, but every year, billions of dollars are 
stolen in subtle ways such as “tipping the scales.” 

When the sign at the restaurant salad bar states, “One Trip to the Salad Bar Please,” do you think 
it really means only one trip? If a clerk undercharges you for an item, should you bring it to his 
or her attention? Are these not ways of shoplif ting or “tipping the scales?” Today, shoplif ting is 
a multimillion-dollar of fense that has precipitated the posting of warnings in stores reminding 
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Do not move your neigh-
bor’s boundary stone set 
up by your predecessors 
in the inheritance you 
receive in the land the 
LORD your God is giving 
you to possess.
Deuteronomy 19:14

people that “Shoplif ting is a serious of fense and is punishable by fines and imprisonment.”

When Oklahoma was an Indian territory, folks lined up at the border so that when the gun 
sounded for the “Land Run,” they could take of f and stake their claims. Some folks didn’t play 
fair and slipped over the line the night before and staked their claims before the gun went of f 
in the morning. When the rest of the people got there, those “Sooners” had already staked their 
claims to choice land. They were nicknamed “Sooners” because they got there sooner than they 
were supposed to.

As we can see, stealing takes many forms and sometimes can be very craf ty. For example, the 
Israelites were warned, “Do not move your neighbor’s boundary stone set up by your prede-
cessors in the inheritance you receive in the land the LORD your God is giving you to possess” 
(Deuteronomy 19:14). In other words, “Don’t move those markers around and steal another’s 
property.”

Stealing Intangibles

There are subtle and craf ty ways of robbing someone of their dignity and opportunity—ac-
cepting credit when it belongs to another, cheating on exams, or stealing someone’s reputation 
through gossip. 

In today’s electronic culture, rumors abound about anyone who is in the public eye.  Most of the 
time, these malicious rumors are completely unfounded.  Frequently, we see many a person’s 
good name has been stolen by gossip over a cup of cof fee. Shakespeare wrote, “Who steals my 
purse, steals trash, ‘tis nothing, but he filches from me my good name, robs me and makes me 
poor indeed.” Unfortunately, by the time the truth comes to light, the damage caused by mali-
cious rumors has already been done.

Stealing From God

God’s word is clear that we are stewards of what He has entrusted to us. He owns us and all that 
we possess. He also gives us the privilege to give back to Him a small percentage and when we 
don’t, He says…”Yet you rob me.” 

“Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ In tithes and of ferings. 
You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole 
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,”  says the LORD 
Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much bless-
ing that you will not have room enough for it’” (Malachi 3:8-10). When we neglect the giving of 
our tithes, we are actually robbing ourselves of blessings. 

When Jesus went to the house of Zacchaeus, a wealthy tax collector, people were shocked. But 
Zacchaeus said, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have 
cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus responded, “To-
day salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:8-9). 

Zacchaeus did more than just say that he was sorry for cheating people all these years. His heart 
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“Will a man rob God? Yet 
you rob Me. But you ask, 
‘How do we rob You?’  In 
tithes and offerings. You 
are under a curse–the 
whole nation of you–be-
cause you are robbing 
Me. Bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in My 
house. 
Test Me in this,” says the 
LORD Almighty, “and see 
if I will not throw open 
the floodgates of heaven 
and pour out so much 
blessing that you will not 
have room enough for 
it.’”
Malachi 3:8-10

was changed (2 Corthinians 5:17), and he was determined to make restitution to those he had 
of fended. Likewise, we should make restitution to those we have of fended.

The following story illustrates this concept: The Irish evangelist W. P. Nicholson, was preaching 
in Belfast near the shipyards. At the end of the day, the men would lay down their tools and 
march to the church to hear this dynamic preacher. Many of these men came to a saving knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ. What resulted was such repentance and restitution that these men began 
bringing back all the things that they had stolen from the shipyards. The authorities had to post 
the following public announcement, “Will all those men attending the meetings of Mr. W. P. 
Nicholson please stop returning stolen goods. We have nowhere to store them.”

Final Thought

Stealing applies to cheating on income taxes, on tests, and at the gas station. It applies to steal-
ing time from employers through long cof fee breaks, extended lunch hours, and doing per-
sonal business on company time. It is large corporations misrepresenting their stock value for 
personal gain. It is robbing a person of their good name through gossip. Stealing is taking credit 
for something that belongs to someone else. And the list goes on and on. Unfortunately, the 
question many ask is not, “Is it wrong?,” but “Can we get away with it?”

Before we close this study on the Eighth Commandment, let us ask ourselves, “What would God 
have us do?” Ephesians 4:28 states, “He who has been stealing must steal no longer…” 

Oh the blessings God desires to bestow on us if we but follow His commands! Dear one, who is 
robbing whom? Let us steal no more.

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups. Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper ques-
tions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with 
God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. See Leviticus 19:11-35, which begins with the Eighth Com-
mandment. From the text list:

a. Examples of how a person can steal.

b. Examples of sins that are closely associated with stealing.

2. Read Proverbs 11:1-5. What are some of the benefits of hon-
esty and integrity?

3. See Ephesians 4:28. Paul urges those who repent of stealing 
to become ones who work hard for a living and give generously 
to others in need. Complete this thought: “It would honor God 
if I were more generous in the following ways…”

4. Read John 10:10. In your own words, contrast Satan’s nature 
with Christ’s. Take a few minutes to pray that your life would be 
patterned more and more af ter that of your Lord.

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What thought from the personal study questions would you 
like to explore further?
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6. Read Exodus 20:15. If you had to rank the Ten Command-
ments in order of importance, where you put this one and why?

7. Read Luke 19:1-10. In what way was Zacchaeus dishonest?

8. Examine your own life. Can you give examples in your own 
life and experience where you are pressured or tempted to be 
dishonest? Explain.

9. Zacchaeus made restitution. Have you ever experienced 
making restitution for a wrong? Explain. What might be the 
benefits of such a practice?

10. See Romans 2:17-21. Here Paul rebukes the hypocrisy of 
those who claim to follow God but live in ways that dishonor 
God. Can you think of ways that people, in the name of Christ, 
sometimes “steal” from others?

11. Read Malachi 3:8-10. Do you consider giving less than a tithe 
(a tenth) to be “robbing God?” Are there other subtle ways that 
we can steal from God?

12. From Acts 5:1-11, why are lying and stealing parallel sins? 
Why do you think God was so drastic in His response to Ana-
nias and Sapphira?
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13. Reflect on the life of Christ. Do you think He ever told “white 
lies?” Is there a place for this practice in the life of Christians 
today? Explain.

14. Compare the story of the rich young ruler in Mark 10:17-27 
with 1 Timothy 6:18-19. The opposite of stealing is generosity. 
From your experience do those with more money or less mon-
ey tend to have a generous spirit? Do you tend to be more gen-
erous when you have more? Explain.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

15. Read Joshua 7. Describe Achan’s sin.

16. Do you think God was too harsh on the people because of 
Achan? Why would God punish all the people for what one 
man had done? Do you think this is fair? Explain. 

Scripture for Meditation
The Earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the 
world, and all who live in it.
Psalm 24:1
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You shall not give false 
testimony against your 
neighbor.
Exodus 20:16

Introduction

It is believed that when this law was given, it especially focused on a courtroom scene and dealt 
with perjury. It meant, “Thou shalt not bear false witness against your neighbor in a court of 
law” (Exodus 23:1 KJV).  However, the application of the Ninth Commandment brings us outside 
the courtroom and into everyday life. Jesus commanded us not only to tell the truth but also to 
live the truth — ”If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the 
truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32).

God’s Word teaches that the basic platform of life is integrity, honesty, and truth. We know 
that in the scientific world, we have to be truthful and precise with the laws of the universe. In 
society, nothing is more damaging than being unable to trust and have confidence in others. 
Where deceit prevails, moral destruction is soon to follow. Several years ago, a New York Times 
survey revealed that 91% of the people polled confessed to lying on a regular basis. Consider the 
following phrases. These are subtle ways that any of us might lie: 

“The check is in the mail.” 
“I’ll call you right back.” 
“No, I was up. You didn’t wake me.” 
“This will be a short meeting.” 
“I’ll still respect you in the morning.” 
“Your table will be ready in just a minute.” 
“I’ll diet tomorrow.” 
“I love your new hair color.” 
“That was a practice swing.” 
“Really, we want you to stay as long as you like.”

We don’t like to think that we’re capable of lying, but when our words fall short of the mark 
(truth), then we must call it what it is.

Subtle Lies

Lies are easily cloaked in the familiar décor of the family setting. How easily we teach our chil-
dren deceit by our own examples. Consider the times when we have made negative comments 
about a person in front of our children. Then, when the same person eventually appeared, our 
greeting overflowed with love and warmth. And how about the all-too-familiar stand by (when 
the telephone was for you) and you said, “Tell ‘em I’m not home”? Unfortunately, the message 
passed on to our children is one of deception. We sometimes call these subtle lies or little “white 
lies.”

In the comic strip Peanuts, Charlie Brown said to Linus, “We’re suppose to write home to our 
parents and tell them what a great time we are having here at camp.”

“Even if we’re not? Isn’t that a lie?” asks Linus.

“Well, it’s sort of a white lie,” Charlie Brown remarks.
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There are six things the 
LORD hates, seven that are 
detestable to Him: haugh-
ty eyes, a lying tongue, 
hands that shed innocent 
blood, a heart that devis-
es wicked schemes, feet 
that are quick to rush into 
evil, a false witness who 
pours out lies and a man 
who stirs up dissension 
among brothers.
Proverbs 6:16-19

“Oh, I didn’t know lies come in colors,” replies Linus.

Unfortunately, even our actions can perpetuate white lies. All of us have probably encountered 
gossip, which we would simply disavow if we were honest. But we keep silent. Of ten by keeping 
silent and not speaking up, we give the appearance that what is being told is true, when in real-
ity, we know it is not. 

Deliberate Lies

Deliberate lies are of ten launched from an intention to destroy and hurt another person. A de-
liberate lie can bruise and injure a person’s spirit as forcibly as a loaded gun can wound the 
body. The Pharisees and Scribes were unable to accurately accuse Jesus of misconduct, so they 
deliberately lied about Him. Hitler deliberately lied to the German people, accusing the Jews of 
being the cause of Germany losing World War I. 

In the Proverbs 6:16-19 list of seven things God hates, the Ninth Commandment is listed TWICE!

“There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying 
tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are 
quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension 
among brothers.”

God hates lies; they ultimately find their source from the Evil One. Jesus was addressing the 
Pharisees when He said, “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your 
father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies” 
(John 8:44).

Every time we lie, whether subtly or deliberately, we are playing right into Satan’s hands. Lying 
is his natural agenda, and we fall into his tangled web of deceit when we stretch the truth, ex-
aggerate, cover-up, or hide the truth. We lie to ourselves, we lie to others, and we lie to God. And 
Satan loves it.

Truth

In the closing hours of Jesus’ ministry, He prayed for His disciples and us, “Sanctify them by the 
truth; your word is truth” (John 17:17). God’s written Word is our corrective. If we want to know 
true freedom in Christ, then we need to read, study, and meditate on His Word. The steps to the 
victorious life are recorded for our spiritual growth and maturity. 

Jesus is our example. If we want a life to emulate, He is the one. The more we live in Jesus Christ, 
the more we study His Word, the more we will know the Truth (Christ). As we know Him and 
grow in Him, the more our lives will be transformed to be like Him. 

Jesus did not say, “You will hear the truth and the truth will set you free.” He said, “You will know 
the truth…” (John 8:32). Believer, you are a child of the King. The victorious Christian life is know-
ing the truth—and the truth is Jesus Christ. He said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
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A truthful witness does 
not deceive, but a false 
witness pours out lies.
Proverbs 14:5

one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). 

Is It Ever Right To Lie?

J. I. Packer, along with other scholars, agrees that there are certain circumstances when lying is 
permissible. Consider the following:

In wartime: In Joshua 2:1, Rahab, the harlot, hid two Jewish spies and lied to those seeking to kill 
them. God honored her loyalty to Israel and she and her household were spared.

In threat of physical danger: Just as a mother bear protects her cubs, so a parent would not 
reveal the whereabouts of his or her child to an intruder.

In dire illness: In deference to someone terminally ill who could not handle the devastation.

Harmless situation: When the intent is purely harmless and is really in the best interest of the 
one being lied to (e.g. a surprise birthday party).

Final Thought

How do we avoid lying? It isn’t easy. If you have a tendency for stretching the truth, exaggerat-
ing, or gossiping, confess it and ask God for His help. Next, begin searching the Scriptures and 
getting a firm grasp on how God views lying. Here are few examples: 

“A truthful witness does not deceive, but a false witness pours out lies” (Proverbs 14:5).

“The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful” (Proverbs 12:22).

It has been suggested that we should pass our words through three gates before we utter them. 
First: Is it true? If we don’t know for sure that it is true, then don’t repeat it. Second: Is it helpful? If 
it is not, then don’t repeat it to someone else. And Third: Is it kind? If we would only live by these 
rules, there would be less hurt in the world.

Publius, the Greek sage said, “I have of ten regretted my speech, never my silence.” 

May our speech be bathed in the love of the Father, the truth of the Son, and the purity of the 
Holy Spirit, for the building up of the saints. Amen.

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series, entitled “The Ten Commandments,” is designed to supplement your per-
sonal and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. 
The discussion questions are designed for small groups. Members who answer the questions 
ahead of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper ques-
tions are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with 
God, may His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read Exodus 20:16. What happens to a society when this 
Commandment is ignored?

2. Read Acts 5:1-11. Last week, we briefly considered this text in 
the context of stealing from God. Clearly the sin of lying was 
involved as well. Why do you think lying and stealing are of ten 
found together in the same heart?

3. Read Zechariah 8:16-17. What does this text say we should 
do? Avoid? 

Which of these exhortations challenges you most? Why?

4. Read Psalm 15, prayerfully record the qualities of a life that 
God honors.

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What thought from the personal study questions or com-
mentary would you like to explore in more depth?
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6. If we know that lying is wrong and God hates it, why do we 
do it?

7. Read Proverbs 3:1-4. What are the benefits of keeping the 
Ninth Commandment?

8. Can you give examples of businesses or relationships close 
to you that have failed because the Ninth Commandment was 
violated?

9. Read Genesis 12:10-20. What did Abram fear (Genesis 12:12) 
and what did he tell Sarai to do? 

How did Pharaoh treat Abram?

10. How did God respond to Pharaoh because of Abram? 

Do you think Abram was right or wrong in what he did? Explain 
your answer.

11. Read Genesis 26:1-15. Record Isaac’s father’s name; what 
Isaac did; and any correlation between Abram’s story and 
Isaac’s. What does this say to you about the power of the ex-
ample of a parent’s life on his or her children?
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12. Skim Romans 1:18-32, which describes the downward spiral 
of morality in a society that turns from God. What is the key 
error that allows such a demise (Romans 1:25)? 

Why do you think this is so?

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

13. Read Colossians 3:9-10. Why should we not lie?

14. From 1 Timothy 3:15, what is the relationship between the 
Church and the truth? Why then is it especially important that 
Christians don’t lie?

15. How can fear tempt us to lie? From Matthew 10:28, what did 
Jesus say about fear in the face of death? How can faith in God 
strengthen our resolve to live and speak the truth? 

Scripture for Meditation
Jesus answered,  “I am the Way and the Truth and the 
Life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
John 14:6
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You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house. You 
shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his 
manservant or Maidser-
vant, his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to 
your neighbor.
Exodus 20:17

Introduction

We’ve now come to the last of the Ten Commandments: “Thou shalt not covet” (KJV). In a sense, 
it is the basis for the breaking of all the other Commandments. The compelling desire for some-
one else’s material goods enables us to steal. Selfishness in coveting someone’s wife or husband 
precipitates adultery. Greed between nations creates war. The Tenth Commandment lays down 
for us the basic plank for living a more righteous life and for building an ordered world.

We live today in the jet age—or should we say the get age? The more we have, the more we 
want. And when we get what we want, we’re dissatisfied because our neighbor has something 
better, and then we want what he or she has. What a vicious cycle! Let’s look at what covetous-
ness is and then how to conquer it.

The Commonness of Covetousness

The Greek and Hebrew both define covet as meaning “to desire” or “to take pleasure in.” There 
is certainly nothing wrong with desiring or taking pleasure in your own possessions, your own 
wife or husband, or your own house. But somehow the “desire to acquire” has become all-con-
suming and covetousness is running wild. It may be common, but it is wrong to be consumed 
with the passionate longing for what belongs to someone else. 

Webster defines covetousness as “the desire to want what belongs to another and to wish for it 
enviously.” Envy, jealousy, and covetousness are like a three-headed monster with an insatiable 
appetite for more and more and more.

The Bible tells us of a man, called Achan, who possessed such an appetite. In Joshua 6, God or-
chestrated a triumphal entry and victory for the nation of Israel as they followed His command 
to march around the fortified city of Jericho. God gave the people explicit instructions concern-
ing the things they were to avoid: “But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not 
bring about your own destruction by taking any of them” (Joshua 6:18a).

Achan disobeyed [God] and took the very things God had specifically forewarned his people to 
shun. When confronted: “Achan replied, ‘It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of 
Israel. This is what I have done: When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two 
hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fif ty shekels, I coveted them and took 
them’” (Joshua 7:20-21). Achan and his entire family paid a tremendous price (stoning) for his 
unfaithfulness and disobedience to God. Very of ten the thing we covet the most will bring us 
great sorrow, as it did Achan. 

We live in a generation with the desire to acquire. Whether it’s the latest fashions or the newest 
electronic equipment, we always seem to be seeking something bigger and better. Unfortu-
nately, the media knows how vulnerable we are. Check the present TV commercials or Sunday’s 
newspaper inserts for the upcoming sales. We have convinced ourselves that we have to keep 
up with the Joneses, not realizing that the Joneses are desperately trying to keep up with the 
Smiths, who are trying to keep up with the Browns! 

So, our lives have become filled with stuf f that we don’t really need in order to live a happy 
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But seek His kingdom, and 
these things will be given 
to you as well.
Luke 12:31

life. A missionary returning from Africa to the United States once remarked, “I’ve never seen so 
many things I could do without.”

The Cause of Covetousness 

Someone once asked a very wealthy man what it would take to make him happy. He replied, 
“Just a little bit more.” Before we abruptly judge his reply, let us examine our closets, our game 
rooms, our garages, our checkbooks, and especially our hearts. Covetousness stems from dis-
contentment with the life we have been handed. We become dissatisfied with what we have, 
who we are, or what titles we’ve earned. We look at others and our need turns to greed. People 
cannot readily see us coveting because it lies hidden beneath the surface of a pretentious exte-
rior. Covetousness is a heart problem. It is an attitude.

The previous Commandments dealt with our outward conduct—idols, profanity, murder, 
stealing, and adultery. Violation of these Commandments is visible and readily detected. The 
Tenth Commandment deals with our inward motives. The other Commandments dealt with 
the act of sin—this Commandment deals with the desire to sin. Satan would tell us, “Get all you 
want for yourself and don’t worry about who you step on or hurt in the process.” Jesus says, “But 
seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well” (Luke 12:31).

The Scriptures describe an incident in the life of Christ that relates to this Commandment (Luke 
12:13-15). One day a young man came to the Master and asked Him to arbitrate a family dispute. 
He wanted Jesus to force a brother to divide an inheritance with him. 

Since it was common practice in those days for a rabbi to settle such an argument, this was a 
natural request. But Jesus responded, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 
you? Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:14-15).

Rather than an attitude of gratitude for what we do have, we tend to focus on what we don’t 
have, and we become discontent. And even if we finally get what we have craved, there will 
always be something else that we think we must have as well. The cycle of craving is vicious and 
perpetual—until a person is willing to change.

The Cure for Covetousness

Covetousness is built on the assumption that things bring us happiness. Paul addresses the cure 
for covetousness in Philippians 4:12. “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” 

Paul reminds us who we are in Christ Jesus. He tells us what our hearts and minds are to be set 
upon. “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:1-3).

There is a beautiful poem by Bob Roden called The Dash. The dash represents the time between 
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Since, then, you have 
been raised with Christ, 
set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand 
of God. Set your minds 
on things above, not on 
earthly things. For you 
died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God.
Colossians 3:1-3

the date we are born and the day we die. One of the verses reads:

 “For it matters not how much we own, 
      The cars, the house, the cash. 
 What matters is how we lived and loved, 
      And how we spent our dash.”

Beloved, how have you spent your dash? Has it been all about acquiring more and more stuf f or 
has it been spent seeking to know God and what He desires? True contentment is found when 
we surrender our desires to His.

Final Thought

As we come to the close of our study, let us thank God that He loved us enough to provide the 
most important set of rules that mankind has ever known—the Ten Commandments. He also 
gave us the power to fulfill these Commandments through His Son, Jesus Christ. “Do not think 
that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17). Charles Haddon Spurgeon said, “What Moses with tablets of stone 
could never do, Christ does with His pierced hand.”

Congress may eventually remove the Ten Commandments from the halls of our schools and our 
courtrooms; but by God’s grace, may they never be removed from the chambers of our hearts. “I 
will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts” (Jeremiah 31:33b).

What a glorious God we serve! Thank Him that His laws are just as pertinent today as they were 
when written over 3,000 years ago. We serve a living God who is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Hallelujah!

Spending Time With God

This 10-week series entitled “The Ten Commandments” is designed to supplement your person-
al and small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. The 
discussion questions are designed for small groups; members who answer the questions ahead 
of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions are 
for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with God, may 
His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Pray, asking God for special 
insight into His Word.



© 2018 Scripture Awakening | BNEXT

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS  |  EXODUS 20
Need or Greed  |  Exodus 20:17

SERIES
LESSON 10

58

STUDY BNEXT

Devotion (Personal Study)

1. In your own words, summarize the final, Tenth Command-
ment (Exodus 20:17).

2. Using a dictionary (or other resource material), see what you 
can find out about the dif ferences between envy, jealously, 
and coveting. Are there distinct dif ferences? Explain.

3. Read James 4:1-4. What is the source of our covetousness?

4. From James 4:5-10, what is the solution for covetousness?

5. Romans 13:9-10 gives the positive alternative to jealousy and 
covetousness. 

a. What is it? 

b.Take time to examine your relationships and your heart. Jot  
down areas of covetousness you are struggling with now. Ask 
God to overwhelm the tendency to want with the satisfaction 
of His love.

Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. What thought from the personal study questions or com-
mentary would you like to explore in more depth?
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7. Discuss this statement: “Covetousness encompasses or is the 
culmination of all the other Commandments.”

8. Read Micah 2:1-3. How does God respond here to a nation 
gripped by covetousness?

9. What are ways that covetousness dominates our country? 
Give specific examples.

10. The opposite of covetousness is contentment. Note Paul’s 
example in Philippians 4:10-13. In what areas of your life do you 
need to learn more contentment?

11. Read Luke 12:13-14. 

a. What is the main point of Jesus’ rebuke here? 

b. From verses 16-31, tell briefly why and how we can avoid cov-
etousness.

12. Psalm 23 might be titled “The Psalm of Contentment.” Read 
this Psalm and tell why God’s children can and should be satis-
fied and overjoyed with God’s provisions.
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Digging Deeper (Further Study)

13. Read Joshua 6:1-19.  

a. What was the warning God gave about covetousness. 

b. How should you respond to this Scripture?

14. Skim Joshua 7, noting the man who fell into this sin (Joshua 
7:20-21), the ef fect it had on Israel (Joshua 7:5) and the judg-
ment on the transgressor (Joshua 7:25). 

15. Why do you think God was so stern about following the 
Tenth Commandment? 

What might happen to your heart and life today if you freely 
violated this command? (Consider making Proverbs 30:8-9 a 
prayer to God.)

Scripture for Meditation
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well.
Matthew 6:33
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BNEXT Small Group Leader’s Guide
This BNEXT Leader’s Guide is for facilitator/leaders. Please read this information before you 
begin. As the facilitator of a small group, you will have the experience of not only sharing this 
journey through God’s Word with others but of aiding them along the way. You do not need 
previous experience or special training to lead a group. (Your primary responsibility is to serve 
as facilitator, not to teach.)

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR A SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCE

 · Either the electronic version or a printed copy for each participant. (The electronic version 
of this BNEXT Study can be printed. When printed, the blue boxes that were visible in the 
electronic version will print as blank spaces for participants to record their answers.) 

 · Bible for each participant, preferably the same version (these studies use the NIV)

 · Pen or pencil for each participant

 · Watch or clock to monitor time

ABOUT THIS STUDY

This BNEXT study series is versatile and may be used by individuals, small groups, or even 
entire congregations. The use of a small group as part of the program will enhance each one’s 
experience. BNEXT studies have successfully been used in a variety of environments, including 
home groups, churches, prisons, and businesses. 

These lessons are designed for the individual to read the Scripture passages, read the three 
pages of commentary, and answer the questions throughout the week. The participants then 
attend a weekly meeting with the small group to share insights and discuss the material. Total 
time for each weekly lesson should be about 1 to 1 1/2 hours in length. Suggested lesson plans 
with timing guidelines are found at the end of this Guide.

If you use this study in a large group or an entire church, there are two possible approaches. 
One approach is for the entire group to first gather for a welcome and opening prayer, af ter 
which participants can meet in small groups for discussion using the BNEXT questions. Af ter 
a specified amount of time, all would reconvene into a larger setting to present highlights 
from each group, and for closing words of encouragement and prayer.  The other approach is 
to begin together as a larger group for a welcome and then split into smaller groups for the 
remainder of the time/lesson.      
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ABOUT SMALL GROUPS

Group Size: Experience has shown that a group size of 10–12 
people works best. If your group is significantly larger, we 
suggest that you create additional small groups.

Group Leaders: Each group should have its own facilitator/
leader. It is good to also have at least one back-up facilitator 
in case the primary facilitator is absent. If you have several 
groups meeting at one time, decide who will be responsible 
for facilitating the larger group gatherings for the welcome 
time and so forth.

ABOUT FACILITATOR/LEADERS

These lessons are designed to easily be used by a first-time 
leader as well as an experienced leader. The ideal small group 
facilitator/leader should have:

 · a hunger for God’s Word and a deep desire to see others 
grow in their knowledge of God and His Word,

 · a commitment to the group, emphasizing seeing the 
program through to the end,

 · the ability to facilitate and moderate discussion rather 
than teach, and

 · a willingness to follow the “Discussion Group Rules of 
Engagement” (found in this Leader’s Guide).

As facilitator, pray for your small group. Spend time prepar-
ing your own lesson (you should attempt to answer all of the 
questions before the class) and be thinking about how to 
present the questions to the group. Group members should 
be encouraged to at least answer the first two sets of ques-
tions — Devotion (Personal Study) and Discussion (Small 
Group Study) questions — before each class, to enhance their 
learning experience. Even better, encourage them to find time 
to complete Digging Deeper (Further Study) questions on 
their own. One of the goals of this approach is to encourage 
participants to develop the habit of delving into Scripture and 
studying on a regular basis.

You are not expected to be a Biblical expert. You are a facil-

itator, so resist the attempt to teach. You are there to guide 
the group, keep them on track, and avoid getting caught up 
in doctrinal debates. If you want to facilitate the group with 
a broadened background knowledge, see our “Background 
Study Option” below.

Recognize that not everyone is comfortable answering ques-
tions. Gently keep discussion going by asking questions like, 
“Does anyone else have something to add?” It can be helpful 
at times to have a volunteer read Scripture texts that are 
referred to in the questions.

Recognize and affirm all who contribute to the discussion. Do 
not dismiss someone’s answer as wrong. If an answer is obvi-
ously off-base, thank them for their answer, then ask what oth-
ers think. Remind the group to let Scripture interpret Scripture.

If you feel that a certain statement or question is inappropri-
ate for your group, you may omit it or at least recognize that 
not everyone needs to answer it. However, do not be afraid of 
letting the group tackle tough topics.

BACKGROUND STUDY OPTIONS

Again, facilitators are not expected to be Biblical experts. If 
the group looks to you for an answer you do not have, it is per-
fectly fine to say, “I’m not sure. Perhaps we can all think about 
that one and bring it up again next week?” Or, “Let’s bring this 
one up to the larger group when there is time allotted for such 
discussion.” Or, “Let’s see if this doesn’t answer itself over the 
weeks as we continue our study. Remember, the Bible inter-
prets itself.”

For extra study, you may wish to approach your pastor or to 
read commentaries and use other resources. The internet con-
tains a wealth of information ... and also disinformation. Some 
internet sites that provide reliable (and free) commentaries 
and articles include: biblegateway.com, biblestudytools.com, 
biblehub.com, and blueletterbible.org.

Another useful source of general Biblical knowledge is The 
Essential Bible Companion, by the same contributors of our Bible 
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in 90 Days study series: John Walton, Mark Strauss, and Ted 
Cooper Jr., Zondervan Publishing (also available as an e-book). 

LEADING THE CLASS (Suggested Lesson Plans)

First Class 

Decide where you want to meet weekly and decide on a time. 
Once this has been done, actively publicize the  BNEXT  study 
throughout all your circles — at your church, workplace, 
friends, family, etc. There are some free publicity aids on our 
website at ScriptureAwakening.com/bnext/freebies/. (If the 
study is being done by the entire congregation, recruit facilita-
tors for each group and have one facilitator designated to lead 
the closing session when all come back together.)

Be sure that every participant has downloaded the electronic 
version or has a printed copy of the study at least one week 
prior to the first small group meeting. Have everyone com-
plete the first lesson’s reading and answer the questions in 
preparation for the first gathering of the group(s).

The first class is unique in that a little more time is spent on in-
troductions and explanations of how the classes will function. 

1. Opening prayer, welcome, and introduction of members 
(13 minutes)

(NOTE: Entire church groups meet together for opening 
prayer only and then break into their small groups.)

a. Think of something brief each participant could say 
about themselves such as: “Tell us something unique 
about yourself.” Or perhaps, “What do you hope to 
get out of this BNEXT study?” 

b. Remind them to keep their answers brief (one minute 
or less).

2. Give an overview of the class and expectations (7 minutes)

a. Inform the  class of how many weeks it will take to 
cover the study and the date of the last class.

b. Discuss the format of the BNEXT study and ask if 

there are any questions.

c. Review the “Rules of Engagement” which are located 
at the end of this Leader’s Guide.

3. Discuss lesson questions  (35 minutes)

a. Ask if there are any Devotion questions that anyone 
would like to discuss with the group. 

b. Give primary attention to the Discussion questions, 
which are provided to promote dialogue and conver-
sation. 

c. If time permits, you may wish to use one or more of 
the Digging Deeper questions.

 (NOTE: For an entire church, allow an extra 10-15 min-
utes to allow for the groups to come back together at 
a specified time. Allow each group to share a high-
light of their small group discussion.)

4. Closing prayer (5 minutes)

a. If time is short, then as the leader, pray for the group.

b. If you have more time, you may ask if there are any 
prayer requests and either pray on behalf of the 
group or open it up for the group to pray.

5. If you are providing printed copies of lessons to partici-
pants, distribute the lesson for next week

6. Dismissal

Subsequent Classes

1. Opening prayer, welcome, and introduction of any new 
participants (10 minutes)

(NOTE: Entire church groups meet together for opening 
prayer only and then break into their small groups.)

a. If there are new members, have them introduce 
themselves. Remind them to be brief (one minute or 
less).

b.  Think of a good ice-breaker that somehow relates to 
the study. For example, if you are studying “The Ten 
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Commandments – Exodus 20,” you may ask, “Why do 
you think Exodus or the Ten Commandments are im-
portant?” Or, “How do the Ten Commandments relate 
to the cross of Jesus Christ?” Remind them to keep 
their answers short. Set a time limit for this opening 
section; not everyone needs to answer.

c. If you think it’s necessary, remind the group of the 
“Rules of Engagement” at the end of this Guide.

2. Discuss lesson questions (45 minutes)

a. Ask if there are any Devotion questions that people in 
the group would like to discuss. 

b. Give primary attention to the Discussion questions, 
which are designed to promote dialogue and conver-
sation.

c. If time permits, you may wish to use one or more of 
the Digging Deeper questions. 

(NOTE: For an entire church, allow and extra 10-15 minutes for 
the groups to come back together at a specified time. Allow 
each group to share an insight of their small group discussion.)

3. Closing prayer (5 minutes)

a. If time is short, then as the leader, pray for the group.

b. If you have more time, you may ask if there are any 
prayer requests and either pray on behalf of the 
group or open it up for the group to pray.

5. Dismissal

SMALL GROUP RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

It is important to treat one another in Christian love. These 
“Rules of Engagement” will be helpful, so read them aloud 
during the first class; thereaf ter, refer to them as needed by 
the group.

1. Begin each reading/study session with prayer, expecting 
God to speak to you through His Word.

2. Come prepared for each week’s session by completing the 
reading and the study questions.

3. Your small group will have a facilitator. Please be respect-
ful of the facilitator’s leadership.

4. The facilitator’s responsibility is to guide or shepherd the 
discussions. Do not expect your facilitator to be an expert 
on Scripture — each group member should seek the 
answers from Scripture on his/her own.

5. Each group member is invited to join the discussion but 
should not feel required to do so. If called upon, it is okay 
to say, “Thank you, but I would prefer to pass on answer-
ing that question.”

6. Alternatively, do not dominate a discussion. Time is 
limited, so please be sensitive to everyone in the group 
to help ensure that each person has the opportunity to 
participate.

7. Respect everyone’s answers and views on Scripture. How-
ever, let Scripture interpret Scripture and expect the Holy 
Spirit to speak/teach through His written Word.

8. In preparation for each lesson, you are not expected to 
do extra study or research. If you wish to dig deeper, then 
here are a few helpful resources:

 · Go to ScriptureAwakening.com/bnext/ for key tips and 
guidelines for best use of BNEXT study series in your 
small group or whole church.

 · The internet contains a wealth of information (and 
sometimes disinformation). Some useful Bible study 
sites include: biblegateway.com, biblestudytools.com, 
biblehub.com, and blueletterbible.org.

 · The Essential Bible Study Companion (hard copy), by John 
Walton, Mark Strauss, and Ted Cooper Jr., Zondervan 
Publishing (also available as an e-book).
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