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STUDY BNEXT

Welcome to BNEXT 
I am excited to share this journey through God’s Word with you. As we study Scripture, 
we see an unfolding revelation of who God is, the nature of Jesus, and how we can 
become stronger in our walk with Christ. It is important that we study Scripture for 
ourselves — allowing the Holy Spirit to enlighten us (Acts 17:11).

The Scripture covered by each lesson is listed on the top-right side of the masthead 
of the page. Read the Scripture passages and then begin working your way through 
the lesson. Each lesson in this series contains three pages of commentary, followed by 
three pages of questions that will assist you to dig deeper and reflect on God’s Word.

We have also included a Leader’s Guide that will enable anyone to facilitate a small 
group. Once you have completed this BNEXT study, I hope you will consider leading 
others through this material — whether it is a group of friends, your church, or 
as a ministry outreach. (See the Leader’s Guide at the end of this study for more 
information.)

Again, thank you for allowing me to share this amazing journey with you. 

Your brother in Christ Jesus,

William P. Campbell 
Founder & President | Scripture Awakening

BNEXT Participant’s Guide
Thank you for choosing BNEXT Bible study curriculum. To help you get the most out 
of your study, please take a few minutes to read this information before you begin. 
Studying the Bible is much like going on a journey — it takes us to new places in our 
understanding and our walk with God. The Word of God is transformative — it’s living 
and active, can build up our faith, and call us to move beyond where we are.

Using this curriculum, you may journey alone, or travel with others in a small group, 
or even engage as an entire congregation (with small groups as part of the program). 
Groups gather once a week to review what was read, to share answers to dicussion 
questions, and to deepen their understanding. 



About This Study

This electronic version of the Participant’s Guide contains the same material as the 
printed version. It allows you to electronically record your answers to the questions 
which are part of each lesson. Following each question, you will find a blue text box. 
Click or touch the box and the field within it will turn white allowing you to type in 
your answer. Your answer will automatically be saved when you exit the text box. 
Should you need more space for your answer, the text box will automatically expand 
and insert a scroll bar on the right-hand side. 

Things to Know

These studies are designed to be used in many different settings — individuals, 
congregations (separating into small groups), Sunday school classes, prison ministries, 
military, business groups — virtually anywhere a small group can be formed. 
Experience has shown that participants find the small group experience to be greatly 
beneficial. The input and interaction with others will broaden your perspective and 
stimulate your thinking about Scripture.

The lessons are designed to be done thoughout the week. Each lesson contains a few 
pages of commentary, followed by study questions. There are three types of questions: 
Devotion (Personal Questions), Discussion (Small Group), and Digging Deeper 
(Further Study). While participants may use any Bible translation they prefer, all of the 
Biblical quotations in BNEXT studies are from the New International Version (NIV).

Plan your daily reading. The Scripture readings are located on the right side of the 
masthead of each lesson. Some lessons may cover a few chapters of a book (such as 
Genesis 1-11 in the series, In the Beginning). Longer readings may be broken down into 
more managable daily readings, which may take some thoughtful planning. Some 
readings are as short as a few verses and will not present any difficulties. Some topical 
studies do not have assigned Scripture readings.

If you are meeting in a small group, be sure to first read and complete the lesson 
before the gathering. Once a week, your group will meet to spend time (about an 
hour) discussing the lesson and sharing personal insights.

More of our resources and study aids can be found at ScriptureAwakening.com. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or comments at info@
scriptureawakening.com.
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One generation will 
commend your works to 
another;  they will tell of 
Your mighty acts. They 
will speak of the glorious 
splendor of Your majesty, 
and I will meditate on 
Your wonderful works.
Psalms   145: 4-5

Introduction 

A 1966 TIME Magazine cover asked, “Is God Dead?” Projecting the decline of religion, scholars 
interviewed by TIME wrote about the dismal prospects of the Christian church in the last half 
of the twentieth Century. Belief in God would give way to “practical atheism” and the discovery 
that all we need to know about God is within ourselves, thus making organized religion irrele-
vant. 

However, as we have entered the twenty-first century, those projections have not come to pass 
as they expected. While mainline churches have experienced decline, new churches are rising 
up—churches like nothing else in the past. They started appearing in the 1980s and ’90s and 
continue at present. It is not unusual for these new churches to grow to several thousand mem-
bers, the majority of whom are under the age of 30. Looking more like a theater or large sports 
arena, they have huge screens, auditorium seating, and cof fee holders in the arm rests. You 
certainly won’t find stained-glass windows, and the pastor is much more likely to be wearing 
khakis or jeans than a pastoral robe.

These changes are not limited to new churches. Some traditional churches have embraced this 
new style of worship. While some have kept with traditional services, they have added new ser-
vices that exchanged the organ for the guitar and hymnals for PowerPoint slides. 

What is going on? In short, the answer is “generational transition.” In a variety of ways, the 
Church is finding diverse ways for one generation to “pass it on” to another. However, in this 
transition, there is frustration and tension. The older generations of ten find the younger gen-
erations disrespectful and arrogant, and the younger people can find the older generations 
stubborn and inflexible. One person commented, “The children now love luxury. They have 
bad manners, contempt for authority, they show disrespect to their elders...They no longer rise 
when elders enter the room. They contradict their parents, chatter before company, gobble up 
dainties at the table, cross their legs, and are tyrants over their teachers.” Who said that? It’s 
attributed to Socrates about 400 BC!

The risks and tensions of generational transition have been around since even before Socrates’ 
time. We see it in God’s call to Abraham and Sarah. God promised not only to be their God but 
the God of their children as well. Almost anywhere in the Bible, if you look for it, you can discern 
just beneath the surface, the challenge of generational transition. You can see it in the wilder-
ness, between the Israelites born in captivity in Egypt and those who were born in the desert; 
or you can see it in the waxing and waning of faithfulness in the periods of the Judges and the 
Kings. One generation would follow the Lord through miraculous rescues, and the next would 
“do what was right in their own sight.” 

Passing the Torch 

Before the first generation of Christ’s followers passed on, they felt a need to put in writing their 
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For this reason I remind 
you to fan into flame the 
gift of God,  which is in you 
through the laying on of 
my hands.  For God did not 
give us a spirit of timidity, 
but a spirit of power, of 
love and of self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1: 6-   7

life-changing experiences of faith in Jesus Christ for those who followed them. Nowhere is the 
passing of the faith more clearly described than in 2Timothy, a very personal letter, written at 
the end of Paul’s life to his “beloved son in the faith.” A study of 2Timothy can be helpful both 
for older generations—those who need to pass the torch, and for younger generations—those 
who need to receive it.

As we consider generational transition, we must keep in mind that the Gospel is first and fore-
most about God, before it is about us. This puts the dif ferences, tensions, and conflicts between 
generations in perspective. Paul begins the letter with a salutation, calling himself an apostle 
“by the will of God according to the promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:1 b,c). 
He clearly has in mind both the privilege and the responsibility involved in the gospel and the 
community of faith it creates. He knows that he has been a custodian of something precious 
from God. 

The tensions of generational transition can also be reduced if we follow Paul’s heart. He is not 
just concerned to pass on information. He has a warm and caring relationship with Timothy. As 
he writes, he recalls Timothy’s tears, shed the last time they parted. Paul longs to see Timothy 
again. It is clear from the style and tone of this letter that passing on the faith is no mere passing 
of institutional responsibility but of a caring connection.

Passing on the faith through the generations calls for large doses of encouragement. Paul tells 
Timothy to “fan into flame the gif t of God given through the laying on of my hands”(2 Timothy 
1:6). This most likely refers to Timothy’s ordination, and the special grace of the Holy Spirit given 
to Timothy as he entered the ministry. Paul reminds Timothy “keep it up” because an untended 
fire will die. Anyone who has built a campfire on a cold night knows that in order to keep it from 
dying, the fire needs to be stirred up throughout the night. Just so, the flame of Timothy’s faith 
must be fanned on a regular basis. In this task of passing on the faith, those who are older or 
younger need to tend to our spiritual fires stirring up the coals of faith.

Taking the Torch

The son of a Gentile father, Timothy was raised by his believing mother and grandmother, Lois 
and Eunice. It was not unusual for Jewish boys with Gentile fathers to be brought up in the faith 
by the women of the family. Timothy found in Paul the father he needed to teach, encourage, 
and lead him deeper in his knowledge of Jesus Christ. And yet, Paul reminds Timothy to give 
thanks for Lois and Eunice—it is because of their sincere faith and teaching that Christ now lives 
within him. 

As a father writing to a son, Paul hints at Timothy’s natural shyness. “For God did not give us a 
spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7). Paul knows, 
first-hand, that as a minister of a dif ficult church, Timothy will need to rely on the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen and empower him. He longs to see Timothy develop the confidence that can come 
through a solid foundation in Christ and the indwelling of the Spirit. Paul also knows he may not 
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Recalling your tears, I long 
to see you, so that I may 
be filled with joy. I have 
been reminded of your 
sincere faith, which first 
lived in your grandmother 
Lois and in your mother 
Eunice and, I am persuad-
ed, now lives in you also.
2 Timothy 1: 4-5

see Timothy again. He longs to pass on the torch of his ministry to his spiritual son.

Conclusion

Timothy must have found this letter greatly encouraging as he faced the dif ficult task of taking 
over the burden of leadership for the next generation of Christians. Care, af fection, and per-
sonal connection are the underlying theme of Paul’s words to his son in the faith. As we face 
the challenges of our current generational transition, Paul’s words to Timothy provide helpful 
guidance for us. Care, af fection, and personal connection are essential in keeping Christians 
of all generations together. Without that encouragement, younger generations of Christians 
might become resistant and estranged. The result would be the loss of experience and wisdom 
which more mature generations have to pass on. Likewise, more mature generations could be 
deprived of the vital energy and creativity that the younger generations contribute. Howev-
er, together in the words of the psalmist, “One generation commends your works to another” 
(Psalm 145:4). The wonderful letter of 2 Timothy is a great guide showing us how this can be 
done.

Spending Time With God

This six-week study series, “Passing the Torch,” is based on 2 Timothy. The devotion questions 
are written for your personal study. The discussion questions are especially for small groups. 
Members who answer the questions ahead of time can bring more insight into their small 
group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for those who wish for more personal or small 
group study. As you spend time with God, may His Word enrich and strengthen your life and 
daily walk with Him. Begin by praying to God for understanding as you earnestly seek to know 
Him better.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Name those in your life (parents, grandparents, friends, or 
others) who shared their Christian Wisdom with you.

2. If you have been a Christian for many years, is there some-
thing you wish you would have learned at an earlier age?

3. If you are younger in the faith, what would you like to hear 
from a more mature Christian?

4. Psalm 145 celebrates the passing of the faith from one gen-
eration to another. Read through it and write down a couple of 
your observations.

5. What stories from your own experience with God would you 
like to share with the next generation?

Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. What new insight from the commentary spoke to you per-
sonally? What thoughts or concerns from the above devotion 
questions would you like to discuss further with the group?
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7. Paul is writing to Timothy when both are in dif ficult circum-
stances—Paul was in prison and Timothy was pastoring a dif-
ficult church. What sources of encouragement and strength 
does Paul mention that will be helpful to Timothy? (Read 2 
Timothy 1:5-7.)

8. What impresses you about the relationship between Paul 
and Timothy? 

9. Have you ever experienced a Paul/Timothy relationship in 
which you helped or were helped in spiritual growth and mis-
sion? If so, what was it like?

10.The generational dynamic was not only important between 
Paul and Timothy, but also between Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother (2 Timothy 1:6). What spiritual influence has 
your family provided for you?

11. Why might Paul have reminded Timothy to “fan into flame” 
his gif t (2 Timothy 1:6)?

12. Timothy was not the only Christian that needed to be re-
minded of what God has called us to do. What challenges are 
you facing that might make you feel apprehensive or timid?
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13. How might the work of the Spirit in 2 Timothy 1:7 address 
Timothy’s concerns and yours?

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

14. God does not want us to be fearful. How does fear af fect 
our ability to express our faith?

15. Like Paul, Peter writes about a concern for passing on the 
faith to the next generation. Write down things that he high-
lights in 2 Peter 1:12-18.

16. Remembering is a key spiritual task and essential for pass-
ing on the faith from generation to generation (2 Peter 1:12, 15). 
What is the role of scripture in remembering? You may also 
want to review Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Psalm 77:11-12, and He-
brews 11.

17. How is your church keeping spiritual memories alive and vi-
tal? What can families do to keep spiritual memories alive and 
vital?

Scripture for Meditation

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the 
day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, 
and after you have done everything, to stand.

Ephesians 6:13
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To the angel of the church 
in Laodicea write: These 
are the words of the 
Amen, the faithful and 
true witness, the ruler 
of God’s creation. I know 
your deeds, that you are 
neither cold nor hot. I 
wish you were either one 
or the other!
Revelation 3:14-15

Introduction

The beginning of the Church is exciting. In Acts, we read that the Holy Spirit came as a flame on 
120 believers gathered together in worship. The ensuing commotion created a scene and drew 
a huge crowd. Peter seized the opportunity and preached a sermon that resulted in the conver-
sion of thousands. The Church spread from Jerusalem to neighboring regions and, within 30 
years, all the way to Rome, the center of civilization. The young church was filled with spiritually 
hungry people who sensed that God was in their midst and was bringing the restoration of all 
creation through Jesus Christ. 

Af ter that exciting start, things got dif ficult. First, there were persecutions as believers died for 
their faith. Then, that first generation of believers began to age and die out. The original gen-
eration was understandably concerned—would the message of Jesus Christ be reliably passed 
on? Perhaps it would be distorted or even die out. It was out of their concern that we have the 
documents that comprise the New Testament. The four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John, as well as Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus, and Peter’s two letters, were written specif-
ically to pass on the faith to the next generation.

Fire in the Fireplace

That first generation of the Church was right to be concerned. The record of the past two thou-
sand years shows that passing the torch from one generation to another is not easy; in some 
places and times, it has been dropped or even extinguished! Visit Paris, London, Rome, or 
countless other European cities, and cathedrals will be close to the top of your list of “must see” 
sites. Who visits London without going to St. Paul’s or Westminster Abbey? Or to Paris with-
out seeing Notre Dame? More of ten than not, these architectural wonders, which used to host 
thousands, now service mere handfuls of believers, if any at all. In some cases, the magnificent 
buildings are now only museums, testifying to the faith of previous generations.

We do not have to visit European cathedrals to see the challenge of passing on the torch. College 
campus ministry staf f see generational transition in a concentrated manner, since a college stu-
dent “generation” is only four years long. One staf f worker faced a new executive counsel for 
his group each year. Af ter several cycles of seeing the baton passed, he learned to tell them, 
“You aren’t the first exec and you won’t be the last!” It helped them remember that they were 
part of a legacy of generation af ter generation of leaders, and their work was not just for their 
group but to lay the foundation of moments in the future. In fact, every one of us is not the first 
Christian and we won’t be the last—we received the Gospel message from someone and must 
be active in passing it on to others.

Suf fering for the Faith

The Apostles, and those who received their message did something right, because those in later 
generations continued to walk in the faith as the Church spread throughout the Roman Empire. 
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So do not be ashamed 
to testify about our Lord, 
or ashamed of me his 
prisoner. But join with me 
in suffering for the gos-
pel, by the power of God, 
who has saved us and 
called us to a holy life–not 
because of anything we 
have done but because 
of His own purpose and 
grace.
2 Timothy 1:8-9a 

What did that first generation tell those who followed them? We discover the surprising truth 
in 2Timothy as Paul invites Timothy to suf fer! “Do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or 
ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suf fering for the gospel (2Timothy 1:8).” 

Paul knows about suf fering. As he wrote to Timothy, Paul was in prison in Rome, abandoned 
by the majority of his followers in the Roman province of Asia and facing crucifixion by Nero. 
But even imprisoned and betrayed, Paul did not let his faith be shaken by suf fering, and he did 
not want Timothy’s faith to be shaken either. Paul af firmed his confidence in God, emphasizing 
that “I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have en-
trusted to him until that day” (2 Timothy 1:12). 

Just as God had entrusted the Gospel to him, Paul entrusted the Gospel to Timothy. He expect-
ed Timothy, in turn, to pass it on in trust to those who come af ter him, without being upset or 
deterred by whatever dif ficulties would come. In this way, the Gospel went on from generation 
to generation. Thus, we can see how the “deposit” (2 Timothy 1:14) of faith grew, just as a bank 
deposit grows by accruing interest. 

As Paul wrote of the deposit and suf fering in the same breath, we come to a key for passing on 
the Good News: Jesus Christ is worth whatever pain we experience or whatever obstacles we 
might face.

Staying in the Fire

Keeping the flame of faith burning may sound exciting and even glamorous when it is about 
people who lived long ago. It is not so exciting when it means we must suf fer. And we must! 

Take for example Sarah. Suf fering came knocking at Sarah’s door with the birth of her son, Jer-
emy. Today Jeremy is 21 years old, and his mother can write the words “moderate mental retar-
dation” and “autism” without flinching. But, for the first few years of Jeremy’s life, Sarah would 
not allow herself to think the words or say them out loud, much less write them down on paper. 

Raising Jeremy was not easy and there were many dark days. She had to give up her dreams for 
a normal life of soccer games and high school proms. She experienced embarrassment every 
time Jeremy, without provocation, would pull the hair of someone near him and would only let 
go when he was pried away. 

However, Jeremy proved to be a remarkable agent of transformation in Sarah’s life. While griev-
ing, Sarah never stopped calling out to God as she continued in her walk of faith. She stayed in 
the pain and continued to believe. Instead of burning out, she has become a person with a quiet 
heart of proven faith. She brings a remarkable calm wherever she goes, and one can sense a rich 
restful quiet in the words she speaks and writes.

Faith is Dif ficult, But We Are Not Alone

Because keeping the flame alive is a challenge, traditional churches may not continue while 
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In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little 
while you may have had 
to suffer grief in all kinds 
of trials.These have come 
so that your faith–of 
greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even 
though refined by fire–
may be proved genuine 
and may result in praise, 
glory and honor when 
Jesus Christ is revealed.
1 Peter 1: 6-7

new churches may lose their spiritual vitality. The first generation told those who followed 
them that followers of Christ should expect to experience suf fering. The suf fering may be as 
dramatic as dying as a martyr or just as mundane as the daily grind of living, working and loving 
with integrity in an environment which puts pressure on us to be deceitful or unfaithful. What-
ever form of suf fering we face, though, we must remember that some of the strongest churches 
in the world today are those which have faced the most suf fering, like the Church in China. At 
the beginning of the Cultural Revolution in China, there were estimated to be less than a million 
Christians. Communist leaders forced congregations apart and sent leaders into exile in distant 
provinces—and as a result, experts now place the number of Christians somewhere between 
30 and 70 million people! Suf fering has fanned the flame of the Spirit instead of snuf fing it out.

Jesus reminded His disciples in John 16, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Paul reassures Timothy of this same truth: we will face 
suf fering, but we are not alone in our suf fering. All that we do, we do “by the power of God” 
through “the grace given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time”and by “the help of the 
Holy Spirit who lives in us” (2 Timothy 2:8, 9, 14). And we know that this is the Almighty One who 
is more than able to guard what we entrust to him until that day. 

Spending Time With God

This six-week study series, “Passing the Torch,” is based on 2Timothy. The devotion questions 
are written for your personal study. The discussion questions are especially for small groups. 
Members who answer the questions ahead of time can bring more insight into their small 
group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for those who wish for more personal or small 
group study. As you spend time with God, may His Word enrich and strengthen your life and 
daily walk with Him. Begin by praying to God for understanding as you earnestly seek to know 
Him better.

Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Paul is writing from prison. List several of the negative emotions and experiences he describes 
in 2 Timothy 1:8-18 (suf fering, betrayal, etc). List several of the positive emotions he describes. 
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2. Sometimes our expressions of faith and ministry bring dif-
ficult circumstances rather than pleasant ones. Has this ever 
happened to you?

3. Psalm 142 might have been one of the scriptures that gave 
Paul courage and comfort. Read over Psalm 142 and write 
down insights about facing dif ficulties that you discover. 

4. Writing prayers of ten helps us express emotions in mean-
ingful ways. Write out a brief prayer expressing your desire for 
God’s help, comfort, and assurance.

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What new insight did you get from the commentary or de-
votional questions?

6. Paul is very conscious of the pressures that both he and Tim-
othy faced. What reasons might there be for Timothy to be 
ashamed (2 Timothy 1:8-18)?

7. Although Christians in the United States are not put in prison 
for faith at the present time (as others are around the world), 
shame and social disapproval towards those who believe in Je-
sus Christ is not an uncommon experience. Why do you think 
this is so?
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8. How have you experienced social pressure in regards to your 
faith in Christ? Describe this experience to the group.

9. How can the experience of shame inhibit your ef forts at 
reaching out to others in the name of Christ?

10. “No one gets out of life alive,” goes the saying. The good 
news is that Christ Jesus has destroyed death and brought 
life and immortality to light, (2 Timothy 1:10). How does the 
thought of life in Christ, and death without Christ, af fect your 
sense of mission?

11. Paul begins the letter by describing himself as an Apostle 
(2 Timothy 1:1). Now he expands the description of his call, to 
include “herald and a teacher,” (2 Timoty 1:10). What does each 
of these words contribute to the concept of Christian mission 
and ministry?

12. How would you describe your sense of calling from God?

13. Timothy is encouraged by Paul to become a careful custo-
dian of the teaching he has received, (2 Timothy 1:13-14). What 
does the idea of “entrusted” convey?
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14. Paul describes what he is passing on as “sound teaching” 
and “good deposit.” Why might Paul call doctrine, which is the 
Greek word for teaching, a deposit?

15. What do you see as the challenges of passing on “sound 
teaching” from one generation to the next?

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

16. In this process of passing on sound teaching, Paul refers to 
“the faith and love in Christ Jesus.” From what you have read in 
this first chapter, how well is Paul doing that in his relationship 
with Timothy?

17. What might this challenge of passing of the torch mean for 
us in our time and culture?

18. Read Mark 8:34-38. Write down several insights from these 
verses concerning the call of Jesus and the life He expects of us.

19. Read John 16:1-4, 12-15, and 33. What kind of life does Jesus 
tell His disciples to expect? What role does the Holy Spirit play 
in protecting us and helping us to pass on the gospel message?

Scripture for Meditation

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound 
teaching, with faith and love in christ Jesus.  Guard the 
good deposit that was entrusted to you - guard it with 
the help of the holy spirit who lives in us

2 timothy 1:13-14
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And the things you have 
heard me say in the pres-
ence of many witnesses 
entrust to reliable men 
who will also be qualified 
to teach others.
2 Timothy 2:2

Introduction

During a sermon about honesty and authenticity in churches targeting younger generations, 
the pastor of an “emerging” church took a beer out of a cooler and drank it during his sermon. 
There was a rustle throughout the church as he went on to explain, “If you were to watch a Sun-
day af ternoon football game at my house, I would of fer you a beer. If I have a drink there, why 
shouldn’t I have a drink here, too?” He went on to say, “I do not adjust my conduct to suit social 
convention or the expectations of others. I am determined to be true to my convictions wher-
ever I am.”

As expected, he received a storm of criticism the following week. For many, such behavior 
served not as an expression of authenticity, but merely to confirm Socrates’ comments about 
the younger generation quoted in Lesson 1 of this series, “They have bad manners, contempt for 
authority, they show disrespect to their elders....” 

The young pastor’s intent was to raise questions. And he did! Were the negative responses of 
those who were of fended indications that they were hypocritical and inauthentic? Or were they 
appropriately expressing concern for the dignity and solemnity that should comprise Sunday 
morning worship? On the other hand, have older and/or more traditional Christians slipped into 
merely following social convention in both faith and conduct?

Whichever way we respond, a controversy about what is appropriate conduct in the sanctuary 
must not obscure the compelling need to cultivate the flame of faith in every generation. Paul 
extended a challenge to Timothy to grasp firmly the torch of faith and to pass it on to others 
as well. “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2). Paul wants Timothy to 
pass on what he has learned and pass it on in a way that they too feel responsible to pass it on. 
Each person must become a link in a generational chain that stretches back into the past and 
forward into the future. 

An Authentic Faith

The links in the chain become unhooked if the younger generation becomes resistant. There is 
cause for concern. In the book, UnChristian, David Kinnaman explored the attitudes that many 
in the younger generation have toward Christianity. Quoting a thirty five-year-old believer from 
California, he wrote, “Christians have become political, judgmental, intolerant, weak, religious, 
angry and without balance. Christianity has become a nice Sunday drive” (p.35). Many younger 
people with such negative opinions are opting out of church membership completely.

It seems that the younger generation actually wants to be challenged to live up to the high 
standards of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul is a great model for us. No one would accuse him 
of having a “Sunday af ternoon drive” kind of faith. Hardship and suf fering were his constant 
companions as he reminded Timothy that he wrote this letter while imprisoned and chained (2 
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No one serving as a sol-
dier gets involved in civil-
ian affairs—he wants to 
please his commanding 
officer.  Similarly, if any-
one competes as an ath-
lete, he does not receive 
the victor’s crown unless 
he competes according to 
the rules. The hardwork-
ing farmer should be the 
first to receive a share of 
the crops.
2 Timothy 2:4-6

Timothy 2:9). Certainly no one could have accused him of being “inauthentic”! 

Paul made it clear to Timothy that believing was hard and required discipline. He wrote “Endure 
hardship with us as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”(2 Timothy 2:3).  He used three metaphors—
that of a soldier, an athlete and a farmer—to make clear to Timothy the type of discipline need-
ed to carry out this all-important mission of passing on the Good News. 

Timothy will need the discipline of a soldier, who forsakes civilian life and all the comforts and 
pleasures that go along with it, in order to carry out his objective—winning the war. In this case, 
the war is being fought for Christ against the forces of evil. Daily, the soldier puts the safety of 
his men above his own safety. He does so by following his commander’s orders. So, too, must 
Christians be willing to lay down their lives to follow the commander-in-chief, Jesus Christ. 

Be like the athlete, Paul told Timothy, who forsook all else to train for the games; whose disci-
pline in preparing for the Olympics is legendary; who worked both physical and mental muscles 
in his quest for the crown of garlands. The athlete only wins if he follows the rules of the game. 
We too must discipline ourselves to a life of prayer and study of the Word so that, in our lives 
and in our teaching, others might come to know that Christ died to set us free of our sins. We 
must train with the utmost integrity, living lives above reproach.

Finally, as the farmer, with hard work and diligence, sowed the seeds, raised the crop, and then 
harvested it, Timothy needed to focus his energy into sowing seeds of the Gospel in as many 
hearts as possible. This ensures that the Gospel will spread as those believers pass  the Good 
News on yet again.

Worth the Suf fering

For the sake of every generation, we must all be reminded that hardship is part of the Christian 
life. Whatever our age, no one wants to suf fer or be uncomfortable. However, life takes on add-
ed depth when there is a cause or a reason so valuable that it is worth whatever it takes. Paul 
called Timothy to remember the living Lord, not the dead (2 Timothy 2:8). Christianity is not a 
memorial sort of religion like Buddhism or Islam in which followers honor a dead founder as 
they adhere to his teaching. No, Jesus rose from the dead; He is alive and accessible to every 
generation. This is the Good News that makes chains and prison, and even the thought of im-
pending torture and death, endurable.

Perhaps the World War II Generation, celebrated in the book entitled The Greatest Generation, 
is the best illustration of the power of a cause. Putting their careers on hold and leaving their 
families, they crossed to foreign lands in the fight to defend their country. Shaped by a sense 
of higher duty, they not only won the war, but came home to reshape the world. Subsequent 
generations have lacked such a mobilizing cause and have been impoverished as a result.

The cause of the Gospel is a motivator even more valuable than facing a national enemy. Just as 
the country was united in a very special way as Americans worked together to defeat a common 
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Here is a trustworthy 
saying: If we died with 
Him, we will also live with 
Him; if we endure, we 
will also reign with Him. 
If we disown Him, He will 
also disown us; if we are 
faithless, He will remain 
faithful, for He cannot 
disown Himself.
2 Timothy 2:11-13

enemy, the Church of Jesus Christ must be united together in a special way across the genera-
tions as we serve the living Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul uses an early church poem or hymn to end this part of his letter to Timothy. These words 
exhort Timothy to remember the following: we must die to ourselves in order to have new life 
in Christ. As we endure our suf ferings to the very end, we shall be saved. If we disown Christ, we 
shall also be disowned. And finally, our faithlessness will never change the nature of God, who 
is faithfulness itself.

Spending Time With God

This six-week study series, “Passing the Torch,” is based on 2Timothy. The devotion questions 
are written for your personal study. The discussion questions are especially for small groups. 
Members who answer the questions ahead of time can bring more insight into their small 
group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for those who wish for more personal or small 
group study. As you spend time with God, may His Word enrich and strengthen your life and 
daily walk with Him. Begin by praying to God for understanding as you earnestly seek to know 
Him better.

Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read Psalm 145:1-7, which celebrates the passing on of the faith from one generation to anoth-
er, the good things that God has done, and the quality of His character. What have you learned 
about God from those who have passed the faith on to you?

2. Psalm 145:8-13 celebrate “the glorious splendor of your kingdom.” What is there about God’s 
governing the world that you especially appreciate and want to share with others?



© 2018 Scripture Awakening | BNEXT

PASSING THE TORCH  |  2 TIMOTHY 
Spiritual Disciplines for Passing it On  |  2 Timothy 2:1-13

SERIES
LESSON 3

16

STUDY BNEXT

3. Psalm 145:14-21 record God’s care for the needy. If you are 
a mother or father, what would you tell your children about 
God’s provisions for them?

4. Can you recall anything that your parents told you about 
God’s provision for your family?

5. Have there been any celebrations of the provision of God’s 
care for the needy in the church or Christian community to 
which you belong?

Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. What thought or concern from the above commentary and 
devotion questions would you like to discuss further with the 
group?

7. We continue to get glimpses of the warm and af fectionate 
relationship between Paul and Timothy. What can we learn 
about spiritual growth and relationships from their relation-
ship (2 Timothy 2:1-13)?

8. “Pass it on” might be a good summary of 2 Timothy 1-3. What 
is there about the faith that makes you want to pass it on? Who 
motivates you to want to pass it on? Why?
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9. “Passing it on” requires both evangelism (proclaiming the 
Gospel) and discipleship (spiritual development). Which of 
these are you most attracted to? Why?

10. If “Pass it on” summarizes 2 Timothy 2:1-3, “Stay focused” 
might be a good summary of 2 Timothy 2:4-7. What do the im-
ages of soldier, athlete, and farmer communicate to you about 
Christian life and mission?

11. Power, love and self-discipline are gif ts of the Spirit, accord-
ing to Paul (2 Timothy 1:7). How are these gif ts present in the 
soldier, athlete and farmer?

12. Af ter the three images of soldier, athlete, and farmer, Paul 
uses himself as an example. How does Paul keep his spiritual 
focus in the midst of his imprisonment (2 Timothy 2:8-13)?

13. This chapter began with Paul’s encouragement to “be 
strong in the grace of Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 2:1). In 2 Timo-
thy 2:10, Paul says he “endures everything for the sake of the 
elect.” What is God’s role and what is our role in Christian life 
and mission?

14. Spiritual discipline and staying focused might be a good 
summary of Paul’s words to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:1-13. What 
distractions challenge your spiritual focus?
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15. What would be a good way to recapture your spiritual fo-
cus? 

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

16. Spiritual disciplines such as prayer, silence, solitude, and 
meditation are attitudes and actions which take our focus of f 
of ourselves and the world and put the focus on God and His 
Gospel. Which spiritual discipline are you attracted to? Why?

17. One of the best ways to learn a spiritual discipline is practic-
ing it with a fellow believer, perhaps someone older or young-
er than you. Whom might you invite to meet with you for the 
sake of practicing a prayer, meditation, etc?  Why would you 
choose them?

18. One practical way to share a spiritual discipline is to use this 
study guide as a basis for meditation, prayer etc. Mark verses 
from 2 Timothy that you would like to pray and discuss with 
your spiritual partner.

Scripture for Meditation

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, 
that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ 
Jesus, with eternal glory.

2 Timothy 2:10
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Remember Jesus Christ, 
raised from the dead, 
descended from David. 
This is my gospel.
2 Timothy 2:8

Introduction

“Dusty, musty, old, irrelevant, and outdated” are words which come to mind when many young 
people are asked to share what they think about Christianity in the 21st century. However, that 
is what a now-aging, baby-boomer pastor wrote that he felt about Christianity in the 1960s, too. 
No doubt, young people in other generations throughout the centuries have felt the same way. 

Reminding the Church

Ironically, as we hear laments about the faith being “old,” keeping the faith alive requires a good 
deal of looking backward in order to look forward. So far in this letter, Paul has recalled Timo-
thy’s tears (2 Timothy 1:4), the faith of Timothy’s mother, Eunice, and grandmother, Lois (2 Tim-
othy 1:5), and Paul’s laying on of hands (2 Timothy 1:6). In 2 Timothy 2:8, he also charged Timothy 
constantly to remember Jesus and the resurrection. We should not be surprised that just as 
Paul reminded Timothy, he wanted Timothy to encourage those in the Church at Ephesus by 
“reminding them of these things” (2 Timothy 2:14).

Reminding is an essential spiritual task that we see throughout the Scriptures. As Moses 
prepared Israel for his departure, he wrote, “Be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery (Deuteronomy 6:12). Jeremiah tells those 
sent into exile that their survival depended on remembering: “Remember the LORD in a distant 
land, and think on Jerusalem (Jeremiah 51:52b).” Peter told his readers, “I will always remind 
you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you 
now have” (2 Peter 1:12). In the book of Revelation, God commanded John to tell the church of 
Ephesus, “Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did 
at first” (Revelation 2:5 a,b). 

Remembering the Word

At the heart of reminding and remembering in the Church is the Bible. Paul instructed Timothy, 
“Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). In short, Timothy was 
to be a craf tsman of the Scriptures. He needed to know the Word, and he needed to know how 
to use the Word.

Timothy and those of his generation did their jobs well. The Biblical scholar, N.T. Wright, ob-
served in his book, The Final Word, that “the earliest church was centrally constituted as the 
people called into existence, and sustained in that existence, by the powerful, ef fective and... 
authoritative word of God, written in the Old Testament, embodied in Jesus, announced to the 
world, taught in the church.” 

  Unfortunately, we do not appear to be doing such a good job of handling the Scriptures in our 
day and time.  According to a recent survey, only sixteen percent of Presbyterian Church (USA) 
members read the Bible daily, with another sixteen percent reading it only a few times a week. 
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Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one 
approved, a workman 
who does not need to be 
ashamed and who cor-
rectly handles the word of 
truth.
2 Timothy 2:15

The figures are similar in most other denominations. 

David Wells in his book, No Place for Truth, writes, “I have watched with growing disbelief as the 
evangelical church has cheerfully plunged into astounding theological illiteracy.” Studies show 
that the most widely-known “Bible” verse among adult and teen believers is: “God helps those 
who help themselves”—which is not actually in the Bible and actually conflicts with the basic 
message of Scripture!

A survey of entering freshman at a leading Christian college discovered that:

• One-third could not put the following in order: Abraham, the Old Testament prophets, the 
death of Christ, and Pentecost.

• Half could not sequence the following: Moses in Egypt, Isaac’s birth, Saul’s death, and Ju-
dah’s exile. 

• One-third could not identify Matthew as an Apostle from a list of New Testament names. 

• When asked to locate the biblical book supplying a given story, one-third could not find 
Paul’s travels in Acts, half did not know that the Christmas story was in Matthew, half did 
not know that the Passover story was in Exodus.

Handling the Word of Truth is a continuing challenge today for pastors as well as church mem-
bers. A number of years ago, Os Guinness observed that pastors used to have a Study, now they 
have an Of fice. An of fice is a place of execution; a study is a place of contemplation in which 
God’s Word is mined for spiritual riches. Andrew Purvis, in The Crucifixion of Ministry, describes 
this situation as bleak for many pastors who are experiencing spiritual exhaustion, and he urg-
es pastors to reclaim both the title and practice of the Study. 

Discerning the Truth

Handling the Scriptures well is essential, not only for the spiritual health of pastors but also for 
the health of the entire Church. The Word provides the means of avoiding dangerous excur-
sions into bad beliefs that eat away at the soul “like gangrene” (2 Timothy 2:17). False teachings 
were evidently running rampant in Ephesus. Two men, Hymenaeus and Philetus, in particular, 
were teaching that the resurrection of the saints had already taken place and were destroying 
the faith of some (2 Timothy 2:17-18). 

Every generation and every Christian must confront false teaching. Mandy, a stay-at-home 
mom faced the challenge of false beliefs when she was invited to be part of a new women’s 
study at her church. In her late twenties, Mandy was the youngest member. She enjoyed the 
company of the other women and valued their life experience and wisdom. However, as the 
weeks passed, Mandy became increasingly uncomfortable in the group. The book they chose 
to study, on the bestseller lists at the time, claimed to have been “channeled” through the voice 
of God. Several chapters into the book, Mandy read that the disciples had gotten it wrong. The 
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Don’t have anything to do 
with foolish and stupid 
arguments, because 
you know they produce 
quarrels. And the Lord’s 
servant must not quarrel; 
instead, he must be kind 
to everyone, able to teach, 
not resentful.
2 Timothy 2:23,24

author wrote that disciples had misinterpreted Jesus’ teaching and His life and death. Accord-
ing to the author, Jesus had not been sent by God as an atonement for sin but to show the world 
that God is love. Mandy knew enough of the Bible to discern that something was wrong. She put 
the book down and lef t the group. 

If we know how to handle the word of truth, then we can face errors with confidence and grace. 
In the case of Timothy, he was to stay right in Ephesus and firmly confront the error without be-
ing drawn into foolish quarrels or becoming contentious. Paul writes, “Don’t have anything to 
do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord’s 
servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful” 
(2 Timothy 2:23,24). Timothy had discovered that it could be dif ficult to discern when to seek 
peace and when to take a stand. However, we do not rely on our own wisdom and strength. As 
Paul had reminded him earlier, we can hold on to the promise that the Holy Spirit lives in us and 
helps us with all of these things (2 Timothy 1:14).

Spending Time With God

This six-week study series, “Passing the Torch,” is based on 2 Timothy. The devotion questions 
are written for your personal study. The discussion questions are especially for small groups. 
Members who answer the questions ahead of time can bring more insight into their small 
group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for those who wish for more personal or small 
group study. As you spend time with God, may His Word enrich and strengthen your life and 
daily walk with Him. Begin by praying to God for understanding as you earnestly seek to know 
Him better.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Paul tells Timothy to “keep reminding [God’s people] of these 
things” (2 Timothy 2:14). Who have been good reminders to you 
in your spiritual journey? What did they encourage you to re-
member?

2. When Jesus ate the Last Supper with His disciples He charged 
them to keep up the practice in the future, saying, “Do this in 
remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19). How does the Lord’s Supper 
refresh your memory?

3. Psalm 111:4-9 is an exercise in remembering. What specific 
things does the Psalmist remember? What benefits do such 
remembrances bring?

4. Recall a time when you were especially conscious of God’s 
help and presence. What happened? How were you helped?

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What thought or concern from the above commentary or 
devotion questions would you like to discuss further with the 
group?

6. While keeping the essentials in focus, Timothy is to warn his 
flock “against quarreling about words,” and to “avoid foolish 
and stupid arguments” (2 Timothy 2:14, 23). Why is quarreling 
so destructive to Christian faith? How might it be a hindrance 
to passing on the faith to the next generation?
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7. In contrast to those who quarrel about words and are en-
gaged in “godless chatter,” Timothy is to be one who “correctly 
handles to word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). What do you think 
Paul means by “handling the word of truth” as he urges Timo-
thy to confront false teaching?

8. What do you think it means for a pastor to handle correctly 
God’s word of truth? What do you think it means for you?

9. Jesus is the greatest craf tsman of the Scriptures, the One 
who handled them supremely well. List several ways He used 
Scriptures to face the first great challenge of his ministry (Mat-
thew 4:1-11)? Can you think of other examples of Jesus using 
Scripture well?

10. Do you know someone who handles God’s Word well? How 
have they been encouraging to you?

11. A craf tsman needs good tools and must know how to use 
them. What tools have you discovered for Bible Study?

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

12. We can think of the Scriptures as God’s tool—for Him to use 
to shape us and for us to use as we encounter the world. The 
word “Scripture” literally means writing. Why do you think God 
wanted us to have this tool in writing?
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13. The term “God’s Word” also refers to His “voice” (Psalm 95:7-
8). What do we learn when considering that God has a voice 
and speaks to us?

14. Psalm 19 is a meditation on God’s glory revealed in creation 
(Psalm 19:1-6) and in His Law (Psalm 19:7-14). How does God 
speak to us through both? 

15. In Psalm 19:7-9, David used a variety of words to refer to the 
Scriptures: the law and statutes of the Lord, the precepts and 
commands of the Lord, the fear and ordinances of the Lord. 
What do these various descriptions say to you about God’s 
Word?

16. The benefits noted by David in Psalm 19:7-11 include refresh-
ments and wisdom, joy and light. In addition, the Scriptures 
are the foundation of confidence and provide protection from 
dangers. Which of these benefits would you like God to pro-
vide as you face life’s present challenges?

Scripture for Meditation

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, 
a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15
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But as for you, continue 
in what you have learned 
and have become con-
vinced of, because you 
know those from whom 
you learned it, and how 
from infancy you have 
known the holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make 
you wise for salvation 
through faith in 
Christ Jesus.
2 Timothy 3:14-15

Introduction

Four friends called themselves the Faithful Four and began training as a relay team in the local 
marathon. The so-called “Flying Pig” marathon had become a long-standing tradition in Cin-
cinnati. Thousands ran and tens of thousands lined the sidelines to cheer. For those who ran 
the Flying Pig as a relay, the race was divided into four segments. Before each member of the 
team could begin their leg, they had to wait for their teammate to appear and then reach out 
and grasp a baton. Usually, in standard relay races they use a baton, but not at the Flying Pig. 
In this race they actually used a Velcro bracelet with a computer chip which was strapped to 
the runner’s ankle! Despite this awkward hand-of f, the Faithful Four were able successfully to 
complete the marathon and share in the victory together—each doing their part to win the 
race that none could do on their own.

The story of the Church is a relay race that stretches through the centuries, and each generation 
must reach out and grasp the baton. The baton is the Scriptures and getting a good hold on the 
Scriptures is the task of each generation as it enters its leg of the race.

We see the baton being passed as Joshua took over from Moses. God admonished Joshua to 
grasp hold of the Scriptures as he stepped into this important role: “Do not let this Book of the 
Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful” (Joshua 1:8). Likewise, Paul 
admonished Timothy, “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become con-
vinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have 
known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:14-15).

The Challenge of Passing the Baton

Grasping the baton is no easy task, and sweaty palms are not the only cause of concern. As God’s 
people, we are running the race with crowds shouting on the sidelines and even spilling into the 
racecourse itself. We face jostling and pushing, distractions and obstacles. What is more, there 
are impostors who masquerade as runners but never of ficially entered the race. Paul warns 
Timothy about them, saying, “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People 
will be lovers of themselves... having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to 
do with them” (2 Timothy 3:1-5).

We need to be able to sort through the chaos so we can receive the baton from those who are 
really in the race. The impostors come in all shapes and sizes. Some are more easily recognized 
by their debauched lifestyle, characterized by a love of self, money, and pleasure rather than the 
love of God. Others are very good at hiding their true nature within the outward appearance of 
spiritual wisdom. Jesus warned of false prophets who come in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ferocious wolves (Matthew 7:15). Paul mentioned the names Jannes and Jambres (2Timothy 3:8), 
notorious among the Jewish people as the Egyptian magicians who opposed Moses’ miraculous 
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But mark this: There will 
be terrible times in the 
last days. People will be 
lovers of themselves...hav-
ing a form of godliness 
but denying its power. 
Have nothing to do with 
them.
2 Timothy 3:1-5

signs by demonstrating rival spiritual power in support of Pharaoh.

Getting to the truth of the Christian faith, in which the power of God resides, is a challenge that 
comes in many dif ferent ways. Robert grew up in a traditional church and attended with his 
parents every Sunday until he dropped out as a teenager. The worship services lef t him empty 
and cold. God was distant and boring. The Jesus he heard about was a good teacher who went 
around inspiring people to be kind to each other. When his family went through a series of trau-
mas, God was the last person he wanted to call on. However, God reached out to him in a pow-
erful way, through several friends who had a firm grasp on the Biblical message of the love of 
God in Jesus Christ who died to save him. God’s love finally got through, and the church became 
a place of deep comfort and life-giving nurture.

You can tell the of ficial runners from the impostors, because they have the Scriptures as their 
baton and they are eager to pass it on. If you have been in the race awhile, you need to make 
sure that you hold out the Scriptures for the next generation. If you are just getting started, 
you need to be careful not to start before you have reached out and taken a firm grasp on the 
Scriptures.

The Holy Scriptures

Paul wrote to Timothy about the “holy Scriptures” (2 Timothy 3:15). Both words in this phrase, 
Scriptures and holy, are essential. The word holy means “set apart by God,” the word Scriptures 
means “writing;” the phrase “holy Scriptures” then means “the writings of God.”

The holy Scriptures are amazing, as God’s voice speaks afresh to each generation. The Bible 
is not only the record of what God has said—the Scriptures are also the means by which God 
speaks. A.W. Tozer, author and pastor in the mid-twentieth century, confronted a wrong view of 
the Bible that had become prevalent in some circles of the Church. He wrote that some people 
mistakenly viewed the Bible as only a record of what God said when He was in a speaking mood. 
Af ter saying His peace, some 2000 years ago, God lapsed back again into silence. To these mis-
taken people, God’s message and power were only for the ancient world.  Instead, Tozer called 
his readers not to look merely to the past but to discover in the Scriptures God’s living voice in 
the present.

A street preacher in early twentieth century England used to gather a crowd by pointing to a 
piece of cloth he dropped on the sidewalk and shouting, it’s alive! When people came running 
to see what he was pointing to, he would lif t up the cloth to reveal a Bible. Taking up the Bi-
ble and waving it in the air above his head, he would begin to preach to his listeners about the 
life-giving power of the Bible.

Perhaps that approach is a bit melodramatic for our tastes, but it captures an essential truth. 
The Bible is not God’s words frozen, but God’s words warm and alive. Something happens when 
you read it. Something reaches up from the page to address the mind and the heart. This is 
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All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training 
in righteousness, so that 
the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17

what Paul meant when he said the scriptures were “God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16). God comes 
through the written words on the page to call, challenge, provoke, stimulate, and entice. 

On the road to Emmaus, af ter the resurrection, two disciples experienced this living Word. Je-
sus walked with them for a while, taught them and then vanished af ter supper. Af ter Jesus lef t, 
they said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 
road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32). God wants each generation to have the 
same experience with the Scriptures as did the disciples on the road to Emmaus. The One who 
spoke the holy Scriptures lif ts the words from the page and breathes His Word into all who read 
it, yesterday, today, and forever. Approach the Bible as living and eternal, and expect to hear 
God speak to to you from it and through it.

Spending Time With God

This six-week study series, “Passing the Torch,” is based on 2Timothy. The devotion questions 
are written for your personal study. The discussion questions are especially for small groups. 
Members who answer the questions ahead of time can bring more insight into their small 
group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for those who wish for more personal or small 
group study. As you spend time with God, may His Word enrich and strengthen your life and 
daily walk with Him. Begin by praying to God for understanding as you earnestly seek to know 
Him better.

Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Paul wrote that the Scriptures make us wise for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Indeed, 
the theme of the entire Bible is the salvation given to us through Jesus. For the sake of brevity, 
let’s select a few verses from each of the four Gospels. What do the following teach us about 
Jesus and salvation?

 Matthew 20:24-28 

Mark 2:13-17 
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Luke 19:1-10 

John 1:10-13; 3:16-21

2. The Scriptures are “God-breathed” (2Timothy 3:16). Look 
up the following passages on breath: Genesis 2:7; Psalm 33:6; 
Ezekiel 37:5-10. In what ways does God bring life through His 
breath? In what ways does Scripture bring life?

3. Explain how each of these statements about the four Gos-
pels can be used to discuss salvation through Jesus Christ: 

a.Matthew’s description of Jesus as a teacher who saves from 
the abuse of power and calls His followers to humble ser-
vant-hood.

b. Mark’s portrayal of Jesus as a physician who has come to 
heal the sickness of sin.

c. Luke’s account of Jesus welcoming an outcast.

d. John’s teaching about Jesus bringing new life into death and 
light into darkness.

Which of these selections from the four gospels would you 
choose to express your experience of Jesus and salvation (and 
why)?
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4. There is little that we would reliably know about God, Christ, 
the Spirit, or salvation apart from the Bible. Spend a few mo-
ments in prayer, giving thanks for those who have passed on 
the Bible so that each generation could hear the Good News, 
and specifically naming several who passed it on to you.

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What thought or concern from the commentary or the above 
devotion questions would you like to discuss further with the 
group?

6. The need for salvation was emphasized by Paul’s warning 
that in the last days there will be terrible times (2 Timothy 3:1). 
In light of Paul’s teaching in this chapter, from what do we need 
to be saved (2 Timothy 3:1-13)?

7. What insight does this provide for both sin and righteous-
ness? What evidence of these ills do you see around us today?

8. Many poets and songwriters throughout the ages have cel-
ebrated the importance of love. What is the problem with lov-
ing the wrong things? How does this misshape our character 
and actions (2 Timothy 3:2-4)?

9. Paul writes of those who have a form of godliness and its 
power? What are ways that godly power can be denied?

10. Some influential authors have written that the human race 
is getting better and better over time. That is not the perspec-
tive of the Apostle Paul (2 Timothy 3:13). Explain why you agree 
or disagree with him.

11. In contrast to ungodly attitudes and actions, Paul holds 
himself up as a model (2 Timothy 3:10-11). What makes him a 
good model? What guidance does this provide for passing on 
the faith between the generations?
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12. If you are a member of the generation that is passing the 
baton, how and with whom might you develop a relationship 
for passing it on? If you are a member of the generation that 
is taking up the baton, how could you benefit from finding a 
guide or a model?

13. In light of the moral challenges, it is not surprising that 
Paul’s emphasis on the value of Scriptures has to do with in-
struction about godly behavior. He writes that the Scriptures 
are profitable for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training 
in righteousness. How have you recently experienced any of 
these four dynamics?

Teaching (instruction about God and salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ) 

Rebuking (confronting ungodly thoughts and actions) 

Correcting (redirecting ungodly thoughts and actions) 

Training in righteousness (guiding and encouraging thoughts 
and actions) 

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

14. How do we see the benefits of teaching, rebuking, correct-
ing and training in righteousness in Jesus’ words to the church 
in Ephesus (Revelation 2:1-6), the church of Sardis (Revelation 
3:1-6), the church of Laodicea (Revelation 3:14-22)? 

15. Of all the messages from Scripture that have been passed 
on to you, describe at least one that you most want to share 
with others.

Scripture for Meditation

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have become convinced of, because you know those 
from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you 
have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 3:14-15
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I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the 
faith. Now there is in 
store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that 
day–and not only to me, 
but also to all who have 
longed for His appearing.
2 Timothy 4:7-8

Introduction

Paul knew he was coming to the end of his race. Imprisoned and facing death during the per-
secution by Nero, Paul wrote with a settled confidence, “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also 
to all who have longed for his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7,8). Just as a laurel crown was awarded 
to the victor in the Olympic athletic competition, so Paul is anticipating his victory crown for a 
faithful life and ministry.

What a race Paul has run! Called by Jesus from persecuting the Church, he became the first 
Apostle to Gentiles, first missionary to Europe and its greatest theologian. Now he is passing 
the torch to Timothy with a very specific charge: “Preach the word; be prepared in season and 
out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction” (2 
Timothy 4:1-2).

As Paul reaches the finish line, we can sense a swirl of emotions including pain and joy, relief 
and anticipation, even loneliness and longing for companionship. He is eager for Timothy to 
come to him (2 Timothy 4:9) because he had been deserted by Demas and lef t by others he 
cared for (2 Timothy 4:10) and had to face a trial without any support (2 Timothy 4:16). There is 
a wistful tone as he requests Timothy to “… bring the cloak I lef t with Carpus at Troas, and my 
scrolls, especially the parchments” (2 Timothy 4:13). 

What emotional bonds must have been forged between Paul and Timothy in their common 
task of Christian mission that came front and center at the end of Paul’s life! It was good for 
Timothy to know he was needed, and it was good for Paul that Timothy was there for him.

To Finish the Race

Just as Paul and Timothy were partners in the race, we too must run the race with our part-
ners, mentors and friends of the dif ferent generations.  Early in this new century we have six, 
distinct generations living; the most in human history.  Generally speaking, each generation is 
dif ferent, having their unique likes, dislikes, and attributes. They have had collective experienc-
es as they have aged together, and therefore have similar ideals.  Some of these dif ferences can 
create friction within the Church, as each generation seeks to express themselves in new and 
ever changing forms of worship and music.  Despite the dif ferences, each of these generations 
of Christians are held together and united in the one Lord Jesus Christ.  Despite the numerous 
things that make each generation dif ferent, they are all running in the same relay race, passing 
on the one, unchanging torch of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

As we consider the challenge of passing the torch between the generations, the one truth we 
must keep clearly before us that we need each other. Timothy needed Paul’s blessing and in-
struction while Paul needed Timothy’s energy and willingness to take up what Paul was laying 
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In the presence of God 
and of Christ Jesus, who 
will judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of 
His appearing and His 
kingdom, I give you this 
charge: Preach the Word; 
be prepared in season 
and out of season; correct, 
rebuke and encourage–
with great patience and 
careful instruction.
2 Timothy 4:1,2

down. 

George decided that a great way to celebrate his 60th birthday would be to run a marathon. He 
had been running for several years, so with the right amount of training in the months preced-
ing the race he was sure to be ready. He ran a good pace for over 22 miles, but four miles from 
the finish line he began to struggle. Just when he thought he couldn’t run another step he heard 
his family on the sidelines cheering him on. But even their shouts of encouragement from the 
sidelines weren’t enough to provide the boost he needed. His pace dropped from a jog to walk. 
He was getting ready to move to the sidelines when his son Mark stepped from the edge of 
the road and into the racecourse. Mark and George walked together for several hundred yards 
without a word. Then George felt he might be able to jog a bit further; and for the last couple of 
miles, father and son walked and jogged together. They finished the marathon.

To Finish the True Race

How can we find that af fectionate common bond that Paul and Timothy shared in ministry 
and mission? We must all keep our eyes on the finish line. We can be certain that through Jesus 
Christ, who brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel (2 Timothy 1:10), a heaven-
ly future awaits us all. 

No matter what our age, we can be of service and inspiration to those who precede us and those 
who follow. Bob was such a man. Wherever and whenever he was needed, Bob showed up at 
church. When his children were young, he taught Sunday school. When they were older, and 
he had more time, he served as deacon and elder. As an elderly man, Bob could be found every 
Sunday, rain or shine, greeting families as they entered the church through the Sunday school 
wing. He had a handshake, a hug, and smile and a greeting “I’m so glad to see you today!” He 
said this with such enthusiasm that each person, young or old, felt as if this was meant just for 
them. 

The last hours of Bob’s life were spent in a coma in a hospice. His family gathered around him to 
say their goodbyes. Suddenly, Bob’s face showed signs of life. Opening his eyes, he looked up to 
the far corner of his room. Nodding his head he said, “Yes, Lord. Yes, Lord. Yes, Lord.” Then he fell 
back into his coma and shortly af ter that stopped breathing. Bob’s “Yes, Lord” reverberated in 
the hearts of all who heard him that day and in the hearts of all who heard the words repeated 
later at Bob’s funeral. 

In this great relay, what really matters is the state of our hearts. No matter what our age, we can 
all endeavor to run the race in such a manner that we too say “Yes, Lord.” If the hearts of those 
who are closest to the finish line are saying “Yes Lord” and the hearts of those who somewhere 
further back are saying “Yes, Lord,” then all can be sure that the flame of faith will continue to 
fire the church.

One day, sooner or later, no matter what our age or generation, we are going to finish the race. 
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The Lord will rescue me 
from every evil attack and 
will bring me safely to His 
heavenly kingdom. To Him 
be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.
2 Timothy 4:18

We are all going to stand before the throne in a celestial worship that will be stranger and more 
wonderful than anything we have seen on earth. Every individual who ran a leg and carried the 
torch in this great relay race will be together, the whole team.  Not only will be great diversity as 
people from every tribe, tongue, and nation assemble there, but there will be angels, cherubim, 
and seraphim covered all over with eyes, six wings, and strange faces (Revelation 4:1-11 ). In light 
of the great diversity and wonderful worship that awaits us there, perhaps we could all be more 
open to each and to the diversity of ways we all worship the Lord on this side of eternity.

Spending Time With God

This six-week study series, “Passing the Torch,” is based on 2 Timothy. The devotion questions 
are written for your personal study. The discussion questions are especially for small groups. 
Members who answer the questions ahead of time can bring more insight into their small 
group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for those who wish for more personal or small 
group study. As you spend time with God, may His Word enrich and strengthen your life and 
daily walk with Him. Begin by praying to God for understanding as you earnestly seek to know 
Him better.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Paul delivers the torch, clearly and concisely in his charge (2 
Timothy 4:1-5). In your own words summarize what Timothy is 
supposed to do.

2. Not surprisingly, first up in Paul’s charge is the preaching of 
the Word. What have you gained from Paul’s repeated empha-
sis on the Scriptures (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:15-17)?

3. Paul again wrote of Timothy’s responsibility as a pastor to 
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and care-
ful instruction (2 Timothy 4:2). How can Paul’s encouragement 
to Timothy be applied to those of us who sit in the pew?

4. Paul also warns Timothy again about the resistance that he 
will face (2 Timothy 4:3, 4). He characterizes the opposition as 
those who are not open to being taught. What is it like to be in 
a church where its members are hungry to learn? What is it like 
to be in a church in which there is little appetite for learning?

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What thought or concern from the above commentary or 
devotion questions would you like to discuss further with the 
group?

6. Paul makes his charge to Timothy in light of Jesus the judge 
(2 Timothy 4:1, 8). How does knowing that you are going to be 
accountable make a dif ference in how you think, feel, and act?
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7. Paul has a sense of accountability and this is a source, not 
of condemnation, but of hope. How does he feel about his life 
and ministry (2 Timothy 4:7)?

8. How do you feel about your life so far? What do you want to 
say about yourself at the end of your life?

9. Christians are supposed to live in light of the end, not only 
as they near death. Please read Philippians 1:20-24, Colossians 
3:1-4, 1 Peter 1:13, and Matthew 25:42-45. How might living in 
light of Christ’s return influence the way you live now?  What 
changes in your life do you need to make?

10. Paul is conscious of the Lord in multiple ways; as judge (2 
Timothy 4:1, 8), rescuer and king (2 Timothy 4:1, 8), and strength-
ening presence (2 Timothy 4:17). How is the Lord making him-
self known to you in the present circumstances of your life?

11. Clearly, Paul is not clinging to this world; he is ready to let go 
and move on (2 Timothy 4:6). How can Paul’s example help you 
to live the same way?

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

12. Paul twice mentions he was deserted (2 Timothy 4:9, 16) and 
is especially eager to see Timothy, asking that he come quickly 
(2 Timothy 4:9) and before winter (2 Timothy 4:21). He also asks 
for his cloak and parchments. Where do you look for comfort 
when you feel deserted and lonely?
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13. What might Timothy feel reading these words of his mentor 
and friend? 

14. What has Paul given to Timothy? What does Paul want 
from Timothy?

15. With whom do you share deep spiritual and emotional 
bonds? How is that relationship mutually beneficial?

16. What can you do to cultivate spiritual and emotional bonds 
between you and others, both older and younger?

Scripture for Meditation

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will 
judge the living and the dead, and in view of His 
appearing and His kingdom, I give you this charge: 
Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great 
patience and careful instruction.

2 Timothy 4:1-2
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BNEXT Small Group Leader’s Guide
This BNEXT Leader’s Guide is for facilitator/leaders. Please read this information before you 
begin. As the facilitator of a small group, you will have the experience of not only sharing this 
journey through God’s Word with others but of aiding them along the way. You do not need 
previous experience or special training to lead a group. (Your primary responsibility is to serve 
as facilitator, not to teach.)

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR A SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCE

 · Either the electronic version or a printed copy for each participant. (The electronic version 
of this BNEXT Study can be printed. When printed, the blue boxes that were visible in the 
electronic version will print as blank spaces for participants to record their answers.) 

 · Bible for each participant, preferably the same version (these studies use the NIV)

 · Pen or pencil for each participant

 · Watch or clock to monitor time

ABOUT THIS STUDY

This BNEXT study series is versatile and may be used by individuals, small groups, or even 
entire congregations. The use of a small group as part of the program will enhance each one’s 
experience. BNEXT studies have successfully been used in a variety of environments, including 
home groups, churches, prisons, and businesses. 

These lessons are designed for the individual to read the Scripture passages, read the three 
pages of commentary, and answer the questions throughout the week. The participants then 
attend a weekly meeting with the small group to share insights and discuss the material. Total 
time for each weekly lesson should be about 1 to 1 1/2 hours in length. Suggested lesson plans 
with timing guidelines are found at the end of this Guide.

If you use this study in a large group or an entire church, there are two possible approaches. 
One approach is for the entire group to first gather for a welcome and opening prayer, af ter 
which participants can meet in small groups for discussion using the BNEXT questions. Af ter 
a specified amount of time, all would reconvene into a larger setting to present highlights 
from each group, and for closing words of encouragement and prayer.  The other approach is 
to begin together as a larger group for a welcome and then split into smaller groups for the 
remainder of the time/lesson.      
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ABOUT SMALL GROUPS

Group Size: Experience has shown that a group size of 10–12 
people works best. If your group is significantly larger, we 
suggest that you create additional small groups.

Group Leaders: Each group should have its own facilitator/
leader. It is good to also have at least one back-up facilitator 
in case the primary facilitator is absent. If you have several 
groups meeting at one time, decide who will be responsible 
for facilitating the larger group gatherings for the welcome 
time and so forth.

ABOUT FACILITATOR/LEADERS

These lessons are designed to easily be used by a first-time 
leader as well as an experienced leader. The ideal small group 
facilitator/leader should have:

 · a hunger for God’s Word and a deep desire to see others 
grow in their knowledge of God and His Word,

 · a commitment to the group, emphasizing seeing the 
program through to the end,

 · the ability to facilitate and moderate discussion rather 
than teach, and

 · a willingness to follow the “Discussion Group Rules of 
Engagement” (found in this Leader’s Guide).

As facilitator, pray for your small group. Spend time prepar-
ing your own lesson (you should attempt to answer all of the 
questions before the class) and be thinking about how to 
present the questions to the group. Group members should 
be encouraged to at least answer the first two sets of ques-
tions — Devotion (Personal Study) and Discussion (Small 
Group Study) questions — before each class, to enhance their 
learning experience. Even better, encourage them to find time 
to complete Digging Deeper (Further Study) questions on 
their own. One of the goals of this approach is to encourage 
participants to develop the habit of delving into Scripture and 
studying on a regular basis.

You are not expected to be a Biblical expert. You are a facil-

itator, so resist the attempt to teach. You are there to guide 
the group, keep them on track, and avoid getting caught up 
in doctrinal debates. If you want to facilitate the group with 
a broadened background knowledge, see our “Background 
Study Option” below.

Recognize that not everyone is comfortable answering ques-
tions. Gently keep discussion going by asking questions like, 
“Does anyone else have something to add?” It can be helpful 
at times to have a volunteer read Scripture texts that are 
referred to in the questions.

Recognize and affirm all who contribute to the discussion. Do 
not dismiss someone’s answer as wrong. If an answer is obvi-
ously off-base, thank them for their answer, then ask what oth-
ers think. Remind the group to let Scripture interpret Scripture.

If you feel that a certain statement or question is inappropri-
ate for your group, you may omit it or at least recognize that 
not everyone needs to answer it. However, do not be afraid of 
letting the group tackle tough topics.

BACKGROUND STUDY OPTIONS

Again, facilitators are not expected to be Biblical experts. If 
the group looks to you for an answer you do not have, it is per-
fectly fine to say, “I’m not sure. Perhaps we can all think about 
that one and bring it up again next week?” Or, “Let’s bring this 
one up to the larger group when there is time allotted for such 
discussion.” Or, “Let’s see if this doesn’t answer itself over the 
weeks as we continue our study. Remember, the Bible inter-
prets itself.”

For extra study, you may wish to approach your pastor or to 
read commentaries and use other resources. The internet con-
tains a wealth of information ... and also disinformation. Some 
internet sites that provide reliable (and free) commentaries 
and articles include: biblegateway.com, biblestudytools.com, 
biblehub.com, and blueletterbible.org.

Another useful source of general Biblical knowledge is The 
Essential Bible Companion, by the same contributors of our Bible 
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in 90 Days study series: John Walton, Mark Strauss, and Ted 
Cooper Jr., Zondervan Publishing (also available as an e-book). 

LEADING THE CLASS (Suggested Lesson Plans)

First Class 

Decide where you want to meet weekly and decide on a time. 
Once this has been done, actively publicize the  BNEXT  study 
throughout all your circles — at your church, workplace, 
friends, family, etc. There are some free publicity aids on our 
website at ScriptureAwakening.com/bnext/freebies/. (If the 
study is being done by the entire congregation, recruit facilita-
tors for each group and have one facilitator designated to lead 
the closing session when all come back together.)

Be sure that every participant has downloaded the electronic 
version or has a printed copy of the study at least one week 
prior to the first small group meeting. Have everyone com-
plete the first lesson’s reading and answer the questions in 
preparation for the first gathering of the group(s).

The first class is unique in that a little more time is spent on in-
troductions and explanations of how the classes will function. 

1. Opening prayer, welcome, and introduction of members 
(13 minutes)

(NOTE: Entire church groups meet together for opening 
prayer only and then break into their small groups.)

a. Think of something brief each participant could say 
about themselves such as: “Tell us something unique 
about yourself.” Or perhaps, “What do you hope to 
get out of this BNEXT study?” 

b. Remind them to keep their answers brief (one minute 
or less).

2. Give an overview of the class and expectations (7 minutes)

a. Inform the  class of how many weeks it will take to 
cover the study and the date of the last class.

b. Discuss the format of the BNEXT study and ask if 

there are any questions.

c. Review the “Rules of Engagement” which are located 
at the end of this Leader’s Guide.

3. Discuss lesson questions  (35 minutes)

a. Ask if there are any Devotion questions that anyone 
would like to discuss with the group. 

b. Give primary attention to the Discussion questions, 
which are provided to promote dialogue and conver-
sation. 

c. If time permits, you may wish to use one or more of 
the Digging Deeper questions.

 (NOTE: For an entire church, allow an extra 10-15 min-
utes to allow for the groups to come back together at 
a specified time. Allow each group to share a high-
light of their small group discussion.)

4. Closing prayer (5 minutes)

a. If time is short, then as the leader, pray for the group.

b. If you have more time, you may ask if there are any 
prayer requests and either pray on behalf of the 
group or open it up for the group to pray.

5. If you are providing printed copies of lessons to partici-
pants, distribute the lesson for next week

6. Dismissal

Subsequent Classes

1. Opening prayer, welcome, and introduction of any new 
participants (10 minutes)

(NOTE: Entire church groups meet together for opening 
prayer only and then break into their small groups.)

a. If there are new members, have them introduce 
themselves. Remind them to be brief (one minute or 
less).

b.  Think of a good ice-breaker that somehow relates to 
the study. For example, if you are studying “The Ten 
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Commandments – Exodus 20,” you may ask, “Why do 
you think Exodus or the Ten Commandments are im-
portant?” Or, “How do the Ten Commandments relate 
to the cross of Jesus Christ?” Remind them to keep 
their answers short. Set a time limit for this opening 
section; not everyone needs to answer.

c. If you think it’s necessary, remind the group of the 
“Rules of Engagement” at the end of this Guide.

2. Discuss lesson questions (45 minutes)

a. Ask if there are any Devotion questions that people in 
the group would like to discuss. 

b. Give primary attention to the Discussion questions, 
which are designed to promote dialogue and conver-
sation.

c. If time permits, you may wish to use one or more of 
the Digging Deeper questions. 

(NOTE: For an entire church, allow and extra 10-15 minutes for 
the groups to come back together at a specified time. Allow 
each group to share an insight of their small group discussion.)

3. Closing prayer (5 minutes)

a. If time is short, then as the leader, pray for the group.

b. If you have more time, you may ask if there are any 
prayer requests and either pray on behalf of the 
group or open it up for the group to pray.

5. Dismissal

SMALL GROUP RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

It is important to treat one another in Christian love. These 
“Rules of Engagement” will be helpful, so read them aloud 
during the first class; thereaf ter, refer to them as needed by 
the group.

1. Begin each reading/study session with prayer, expecting 
God to speak to you through His Word.

2. Come prepared for each week’s session by completing the 
reading and the study questions.

3. Your small group will have a facilitator. Please be respect-
ful of the facilitator’s leadership.

4. The facilitator’s responsibility is to guide or shepherd the 
discussions. Do not expect your facilitator to be an expert 
on Scripture — each group member should seek the 
answers from Scripture on his/her own.

5. Each group member is invited to join the discussion but 
should not feel required to do so. If called upon, it is okay 
to say, “Thank you, but I would prefer to pass on answer-
ing that question.”

6. Alternatively, do not dominate a discussion. Time is 
limited, so please be sensitive to everyone in the group 
to help ensure that each person has the opportunity to 
participate.

7. Respect everyone’s answers and views on Scripture. How-
ever, let Scripture interpret Scripture and expect the Holy 
Spirit to speak/teach through His written Word.

8. In preparation for each lesson, you are not expected to 
do extra study or research. If you wish to dig deeper, then 
here are a few helpful resources:

 · Go to ScriptureAwakening.com/bnext/ for key tips and 
guidelines for best use of BNEXT study series in your 
small group or whole church.

 · The internet contains a wealth of information (and 
sometimes disinformation). Some useful Bible study 
sites include: biblegateway.com, biblestudytools.com, 
biblehub.com, and blueletterbible.org.

 · The Essential Bible Study Companion (hard copy), by John 
Walton, Mark Strauss, and Ted Cooper Jr., Zondervan 
Publishing (also available as an e-book).
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