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STUDY BNEXT

Welcome to BNEXT 
I am excited to share this journey through God’s Word with you. As we study Scripture, 
we see an unfolding revelation of who God is, the nature of Jesus, and how we can 
become stronger in our walk with Christ. It is important that we study Scripture for 
ourselves — allowing the Holy Spirit to enlighten us (Acts 17:11).

The Scripture covered by each lesson is listed on the top-right side of the masthead 
of the page. Read the Scripture passages and then begin working your way through 
the lesson. Each lesson in this series contains three pages of commentary, followed by 
three pages of questions that will assist you to dig deeper and reflect on God’s Word.

We have also included a Leader’s Guide that will enable anyone to facilitate a small 
group. Once you have completed this BNEXT study, I hope you will consider leading 
others through this material — whether it is a group of friends, your church, or 
as a ministry outreach. (See the Leader’s Guide at the end of this study for more 
information.)

Again, thank you for allowing me to share this amazing journey with you. 

Your brother in Christ Jesus,

William P. Campbell 
Founder & President | Scripture Awakening

BNEXT Participant’s Guide
Thank you for choosing BNEXT Bible study curriculum. To help you get the most out 
of your study, please take a few minutes to read this information before you begin. 
Studying the Bible is much like going on a journey — it takes us to new places in our 
understanding and our walk with God. The Word of God is transformative — it’s living 
and active, can build up our faith, and call us to move beyond where we are.

Using this curriculum, you may journey alone, or travel with others in a small group, 
or even engage as an entire congregation (with small groups as part of the program). 
Groups gather once a week to review what was read, to share answers to dicussion 
questions, and to deepen their understanding. 



About This Study

This electronic version of the Participant’s Guide contains the same material as the 
printed version. It allows you to electronically record your answers to the questions 
which are part of each lesson. Following each question, you will find a blue text box. 
Click or touch the box and the field within it will turn white allowing you to type in 
your answer. Your answer will automatically be saved when you exit the text box. 
Should you need more space for your answer, the text box will automatically expand 
and insert a scroll bar on the right-hand side. 

Things to Know

These studies are designed to be used in many different settings — individuals, 
congregations (separating into small groups), Sunday school classes, prison ministries, 
military, business groups — virtually anywhere a small group can be formed. 
Experience has shown that participants find the small group experience to be greatly 
beneficial. The input and interaction with others will broaden your perspective and 
stimulate your thinking about Scripture.

The lessons are designed to be done thoughout the week. Each lesson contains a few 
pages of commentary, followed by study questions. There are three types of questions: 
Devotion (Personal Questions), Discussion (Small Group), and Digging Deeper 
(Further Study). While participants may use any Bible translation they prefer, all of the 
Biblical quotations in BNEXT studies are from the New International Version (NIV).

Plan your daily reading. The Scripture readings are located on the right side of the 
masthead of each lesson. Some lessons may cover a few chapters of a book (such as 
Genesis 1-11 in the series, In the Beginning). Longer readings may be broken down into 
more managable daily readings, which may take some thoughtful planning. Some 
readings are as short as a few verses and will not present any difficulties. Some topical 
studies do not have assigned Scripture readings.

If you are meeting in a small group, be sure to first read and complete the lesson 
before the gathering. Once a week, your group will meet to spend time (about an 
hour) discussing the lesson and sharing personal insights.

More of our resources and study aids can be found at ScriptureAwakening.com. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or comments at info@
scriptureawakening.com.
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Greater love has no 
one than this, that he 
lay down his life for his 
friends.
John 15:13

Introduction

How do you react when you receive a gif t? We may not respond with the enthusiasm of a child, 
but let’s be honest—we like to receive gif ts. The monetary value is usually insignificant com-
pared to the pleasure felt when someone cares enough to give us a gif t. In the Bible, we learn 
that God loves us with such extravagant love that He gave His Son Jesus to die for us. In the 
next five weeks, we’ll explore the amazing truth that God gives us gif ts that continue to enrich 
our lives and allow us to become contributing partners in the work of building His kingdom on 
earth. It would not be untoward for us to explode with the enthusiasm of a child as we study 
the gif ts He gives us.

Key Passages

In the New Testament, there are four passages that discuss spiritual gif ts: Romans 12; Ephesians 
4; 1 Corinthians 12-14; and 1 Peter 4. In the Old Testament, there are Scriptures which illustrate 
spiritual gif ts in action, such as Exodus 35. The important thing to remember about all of these 
passages is context! context! context! Each passage was written to address specific issues. And, 
as we shall see, all of the passages show the need for a balanced approach to the understanding 
and use of spiritual gif ts. In this five-lesson series, we shall consider: 

Finding the Balance — Our Motivation: Love (1 Corinthians 12-14)

Centering the Balance — Our Foundation: Christ (Ephesians 4:11-13)

Using the Balance — Our Determination: Action (Romans 12:1-8)

Reading the Balance — Our Application: The Church (1 Peter 4:7-11)

Living the Balance — Our Situation: Commitment (Exodus 35)

Context is Key

Paul’s earliest Biblical teaching on spiritual gif ts is found in his letter to the Corinthians. Corinth 
was the chief city in Greece. The people living in Corinth were greatly influenced by Greek phi-
losophy and wisdom. There were at least 12 temples in Corinth devoted to various gods. The 
culture generally assumed that people who spoke in trances or in ecstatic speech were closer 
to God than people who did not. In fact, epilepsy was labeled a divine disease because of the 
behavior people experienced during a seizure.

Paul had heard that Christians in Corinth had some misconceptions about being spiritual He 
was also aware of certain problems in this church, such as: divisions (1 Corinthians 1), lack of 
discernment (1 Corinthians 4), immorality (1 Corinthians 5), infighting and lawsuits (1 Corinthi-
ans 6), marital confusion (1 Corinthians 7), insensitivity to weaker Christians (1 Corinthians 8), 
and misunderstandings about the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15). Paul soon discovered the root 
problem was that, even though they possessed spiritual gif ts, they were quite immature spiri-
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And whatever you do,  
whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus,  giving 
thanks to God the Father 
through Him.
Colossians 3:17

tually (1 Corinthians 3).

Paul said, “You’re acting like a bunch of spoiled babies and causing nothing but division and 
strife.”  What is the primary concern of a baby or toddler? Self! Getting what he or she wants. It 
is not surprising that their public expression of spiritual gif ts in worship was largely an exercise 
in chaos (1 Corinthians12-14).

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians describes proper Christian conduct. In 1 Corinthians 12-14, for 
example, Paul addressed at least two mistakes that the Corinthian Christians had made. They 
elevated one spiritual gif t (speaking in tongues) and ignored others. They also brought the cul-
tural notion of ecstatic speech as an indication of godliness into the Church. Paul said, “Wait a 
minute. Who gave you this gif t? What is this gif t for? Who gets the glory?” And then he began 
to admonish and encourage these babies in proper BALANCE and conduct. This was their hand-
book for spiritual growth and maturity—and it is as valid today as it was then. 

These chapters can be outlined as follows:

• Gif ts bring praise to Christ (1 Corinthians 12:1-3)

• Dif ferent gif ts from the same Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4-11)

• Dif ferent gif ts for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:12-31)

• Use gif ts with love (1 Corinthians 13)

• Edifying oneself or others (1 Corinthians 14:1-25)

• Proper conduct in worship (1 Corinthians 14:26-40)

Our Aim

In 1 Corinthians 12:1, the word gif t is not actually present in the Greek text. Instead, Paul uses the 
Greek work pneumatikon, meaning “spiritual matters” or “spiritual things.” Paul then gives the 
test for all spiritual things—they should bring praise to Christ through a life that is surrendered 
to Him. 

A Bible teacher was preparing for her class and prayed, “God I want YOU to receive all the glo-
ry for this lesson today.” The lesson went extremely well and the teacher felt pleased at the 
attendance and response during the lecture. However, af ter the meeting, the ladies lef t and 
NOT ONE of them complimented her on the lesson. As she was driving home, rather crestfallen 
and disappointed that no one had commented on the lesson, she remembered her prayer that 
morning and told God, “Oh, Father, thank you, thank you, thank you! I wanted the praise of 
these women, but how thankful I am that You got the glory, not me.” Let us never forget that our 
aim should be to use our gif ts for His glory.
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This is love for God: to 
obey His commands. And 
His commands are not 
burdensome.
1 John 5:3

What are These Spiritual Things?

Paul first mentions gif ts (from the Greek word charisma) in 1 Corinthians 12:4. While our modern 
day use of the word charisma suggests a person with charm and appeal, the same word in the 
Greek means “a gif t of grace.” (The root word charis means “grace.”) What a beautiful picture im-
age we find in the word charisma. All of the gif ts of God are given to us by grace! Other spiritual 
matters mentioned by Paul include dif ferent kinds of service (1 Corinthians 12:5), various kinds 
of working (1 Corinthians 12:6), and the dif fering manifestations of the Spirit (1 Corinthians12:7). 
Paul’s main concern is to show that, “All these are the work of the one and the same Spirit, and 
he gives them to each one, just as he determines” (1 Corinthians 12:11). They are gif ts of grace. 
We should thank God for the gif ts He has given us and use them for building up the Church—
God’s people.

Finding the Balance

Our danger is to use such gif ts for the wrong end. When our motivation is not to build up the 
body of Christ, we tend toward two extremes. First, we may withdraw and not exercise our 
gif ts, forgetting the clear teaching of 1 Corinthians 12 that each and every gif t is necessary and 
important. The other extreme is to attach more importance to our gif ts than those of other 
Christians. We may seek to edify ourselves rather than the body of Christ at large. This results in 
the chaos Paul seeks to combat in 1 Corinthians 14. To stifle gif ts for the sake of order is wrong. 
But to exercise gif ts with absolute spontaneity and no order is equally wrong. Paul exhorts the 
Corinthians to worship in such a way that all would “be done in a fitting and orderly way” (1 
Corinthians 14:40).

The key to sustaining balance in worship is found in 1 Corinthians 13. We must be motivated by 
love. Love seeks the balance between withdrawing or overexerting ourselves. Love is the ful-
crum, centering spontaneity and order. Just as 1 Corinthians 13 (of ten called the “love chapter”) 
is sandwiched between two chapters on how to use our gif ts, so should love be the central, 
motivational force for all spiritual things.

In his book, The Holy Spirit: Who He Is and What He Does, R. A. Torrey writes, “The thought is that 
the Holy Spirit is not merely a Divine Power that we get hold of and use according to our will, 
but that the Holy spirit is a Divine Person Who gets hold of us and uses us according to His will.” 

Sometimes well-meaning Christians think of God’s Spirit as a divine force they can use for their 
own purposes. But the Spirit-led Christian has only one ambition—to please God. The believer 
who is filled with the Spirit of God is motivated by the love of God. “There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives out fear...” (1 John 4:18). When we are fearful of spontaneously using our 
gif ts, love reminds us to hold others in high esteem (Philippians 2:3). When we are tempted to 
think of our gif ts as most important, which can hurt others and divide the Church, love finds 
the balance. 
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Spending Time With God

This five-week study series, “Gif ts of Grace,” is designed to sup-
plement your personal and small group Bible study. The devo-
tion questions are written for your personal study. The discus-
sion questions are especially for small groups.  Members who 
answer the questions ahead of time can bring more insight 
into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions 
are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. 
As you spend time with God, may His Word enrich your life 
and enhance your daily walk with Him. Begin now by praying 
to God for special insight into His Word.

Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Skim 1 Corinthians 12 and list the gif ts you find mentioned in 
this text.  

2. Do you think it is Paul’s intention in this chapter to identify 
all the possible gif ts? (Compare against one of the following: 
Ephesians 4:11-13, Romans 12:1-8, or 1 Peter 4:7-11.) Explain.

3. Gif ts can be counterfeited. Some examples include the abil-
ity of the magicians in Pharaoh’s court. In the following verses, 
what miracles of God did the magicians duplicate?

a.  Exodus 7:8-12

b.  Exodus 7:14-22

c. Exodus 8:1-7

4. Simon, a Samaritan sorcerer, is a New Testament example 
of a counterfeit. Read Acts 8:9-13 and record what happened 
to him. 

5. False apostles and counterfeits can appear to duplicate all 
the gif ts, including the gif t of teaching. How can you test to be 
sure these gif ts are from God? (See 1 Corinthians 12:3 and 1 John 
4:1-3). Take a few moments to pray for God’s protection from 
false teachers and leaders.
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Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. Have you ever experienced a counterfeit apostle, teacher, or 
leader as alluded to in the above personal study section? If so 
explain.

7. 1 Corinthians 12:11 speaks of the Holy Spirit giving gif ts “to 
each one.” 

a. What do you believe your gif ts are? Why? 

b. Complete this sentence: “I wish I had the spiritual gif t of...”

c. Why should we be content with the gif ts God has given to 
us? 

d. Finish this thought: “I think I should focus on developing and 
using the spiritual gif t of _______________more fully.”

8. Imagine yourself as a “super saint,” doing incredible things 
for God. Now, read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. How do these verses 
keep us in balance?

9. Who controls which gif ts we receive (1 Corinthians 12:18)?

10. What is the purpose of spiritual gif ts, and how should they 
be used (1 Corinthians 12:7)? 



© 2018 Scripture Awakening | BNEXT

GIFTS OF GRACE  |  USING OUR GIFTS FOR GOD
Finding the Balance  |  1 Corinthians 2-14

SERIES
LESSON 1

6

STUDY BNEXT

11. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 out loud, together, with each per-
son replacing occurrences of the word “love” and “it” with his/
her name. Where is the fit most dif ficult for you? Why? 

Take time to pray for God to help you to serve Him and His peo-
ple as fully and freely as possible.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

12. Which do you think are the “greater gif ts” (See 1 Corinthians 
12:28-31, especially 1 Corinthains 12:31)? 

13. What is the danger of prioritizing people according to their 
gif ts (1 Corinthians 12:21-26)? 

14. What evidence of this concern do we see demonstrated in 
the Church today?

Scripture for Meditation

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
for the common good.

1 Corinthians 12:7
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But our citizenship is in 
heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 3:20

Introduction

In Ephesians 1:1, Paul identifies himself as the author of this letter, which was probably written 
during the time that Paul was imprisoned in Rome, around AD 62. Some early manuscripts do 
not have “in Ephesus” (Ephesians 1:1). Certain scholars believe this letter was written to be circu-
lated among many churches and perhaps the church in Ephesus was the first or primary church 
to which it was sent.

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is not written as a corrective to controversy and immaturity, as 
were his letters to the Corinthians. Instead, he emphasizes the unity already found between 
Gentile and Jewish Christians because of Christ’s work in their midst (Ephesians 2:11-22).

Paul wrote to encourage not only the Ephesians, but also believers throughout the ages to 
come. In the first three chapters of the letter, Paul explains the breadth and depth of the love 
God has lavished on us (Ephesians 1:7-8). The second half of the letter, beginning with Ephesians 
4:1, helps us understand what Christians are to do in response to God’s love—to live lives worthy 
of the gif ts He has given us.

The measure of God’s love is demonstrated in Christ Jesus. Christ so graciously poured out His 
very life that we might know how much He loves us. God lavished on us His grace by providing 
a substitute for us; Christ took on Himself the penalty for our sins through death on the cross. 
Jesus is the sure foundation of our faith and Paul prays that we understand the magnitude of 
such wealth (Ephesians 2:1-10).

The Church’s Foundation

In the Old Testament, we see the plan of the Father as He lays this foundation. “See, I lay a stone 
in Zion, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation…” (Isaiah 28:16b). This foun-
dation is the Messiah to come—Jesus. 

In the New Testament, we see the importance of this foundation, “Now to you who believe, this 
stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, ‘The stone the builders rejected has become 
the capstone,’ and, ‘a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall’”(1 Peter 
2:7-8). 

In the words of a beloved hymn: 

The Church’s One Foundation  
      Is Jesus Christ our Lord; 
She is His new creation  
      By water and the Word; 
From heav’n He came and sought her  
      To be His holy bride;  
With His own blood He bought her,  
      And for her life He died.
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Now, brothers and sisters, 
about times and dates we 
do not need to write to you, 
for you know very well that 
the Day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night.
Matthew 24:4,5

How do we build on this foundation? Paul emphasizes the importance of five foundational gif ts 
or ministries. These ministries listed in Ephesians 4:11 include apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers. These ministries are gif ts given to the Body, that the Church might be 
built up so we can ef fectively do the work to which Christ calls us.

Finally, each of these ministry gif ts focuses on some aspect of building the foundation of the 
Church. They either involve outreach for Christ or nurturing in Christ; they either expand the 
Church or strengthen the Church. All five of these gif ts—apostles, prophets, evangelists, pas-
tors, and teacher—should be operative in a healthy, Christ-centered church.

Ministry: Apostles

Description: Generally, the title “apostle” brings to mind the twelve Apostles and Paul. They 
were distinctively called by Jesus and witnesses to the resurrected Christ. However, the term 
apostle reaches beyond these original thirteen. Luke refers to “the apostles Barnabas and Paul” 
in Acts 14:14. Paul identifies Andronicus and Junias as “outstanding among the apostles” in Ro-
mans 16:7. In this sense apostle can refer to people sent out to witness for Christ and to plant 
new churches. A modern corollary is the missionary. 

Karl Barth once said, “ What fire is to burning, missions is to the Church.” In other words, mis-
sions is the very heart of the Church’s mandate, for it expresses the heart of God. Christ died and 
rose from the dead that all might hear the Good News. Many people will never hear the Gospel 
until an indigenous church is planned and planted in their midst.

Examples: Barnabas and Paul 
Result: Outreach for Christ

Ministry: Prophets

Description: People who proclaim God’s truth without compromise, making known the will of 
God (Jeremiah 1:4-8). 

The Greek word for prophecy means  “speak forth” and signifies speaking forth the mind of God. 
“...It is the declaration of that which cannot be known by natural means... it is the forth-tell-
ing of the will of God, whether with references to the past, present or the future...” (W.E. Vine, 
Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words). Old Testament prophets of ten foretold the 
future.  However, in the New Testament, Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 14:3, “But the one who 
prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.”  Furthermore, 
Paul points out that those who prophesy edify the Church (1 Corinthians 14:4b).                                                                                                                                        

Examples: Jeremiah and John the Baptist 
Result: Nurture of life in Christ
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Now, brothers and sisters, 
about times and dates we 
do not need to write to you, 
for you know very well that 
the Day of the Lord will come 
like a thief in the night.
1Thessalonians 5:1,2

Ministry: Evangelists

Description: People who help unbelievers hear and understand the truth of the Gospel (Acts 
8:26-40) 

There have been many great evangelists throughout the years but perhaps the one we are most 
familiar with is Billy Graham. Here was a 16 year-old country boy from Charlotte, NC, who an-
swered the call of God to go and tell others about Jesus. Some evangelists preach to crowds; 
others witness in small group settings or one on one. The term evangelist means “one who an-
nounces good news.” 

Example: Philip 
Result: Outreach for Christ

Ministry: Pastors

Description: People who watch over, care for, and teach believers, grounding them in God’s 
Word (Ephesians 4:12; 2 Timothy 4:1-5).

The Latin word pastor literally means “shepherd,” and as a title reflects the idea of one who cares 
for a flock.   The pastor guides and nurtures his sheep.  So too a pastor in the Church cares for 
his own flock or congregation, bringing them closer to our Heavenly Father by preaching the 
Word of God.  Like a shepherd, a pastor safeguards the flock from the wolves of this world (false 
teachers). Paul commanded in Acts 20:28-29, “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he 
bought with his own blood. I know that af ter I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and 
will not spare the flock.” Our ultimate example of pastoral ministry is found in Christ, the Good 
Shepherd (John 10:11-16).                                                  

Example: Timothy 
Result: Nurture of life in Christ

Ministry: Teachers

Description: People who teach, guide, and nurture Christians in the fundamentals of the  faith. 

These leader are gif ted spiritually in order to proclaim, expound, and clarify the Word of God.  
However, teachers are given a stern charge “Not many of you should become teachers, my fel-
low believers, because you know that we who  teach will be judged more strictly” (James 3:1). 
Teachers are to encourage believers to grow in Christ and commit to the Godly lifestyle present-
ed in Scripture.

Examples: Barnabas and Paul 
Result: Outreach for Christ
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Final Thoughts

Perhaps you’re thinking, “I don’t have the gif t of apostle, 
prophet, evangelist, pastor, or teacher, so what does all this 
have to do with me?” It has a lot to do with you. We should pray 
for those serving in these foundational ministries. Paul said in 
Ephesians 6:19-20a, “Pray also for me, that whenever I open my 
mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassa-
dor in chains.” We should encourage and support those with 
such ministries as they reach out and nurture for the cause of 
Jesus Christ. Using our spiritual gif ts enables them better to 
exercise theirs.

It is important to remember that Christ, who is the ultimate 
gif t, served in all of these functions to build the Church (Ephe-
sians 2:20). Without His example and direction, the Church 
runs the risk of over-emphasizing either outreach or nurture. 
Let us reach out and tell those around us the Good News of Je-
sus Christ; but, let us also nurture those who come to Him. The 
balance is found in Christ.

Spending Time With God

This five-week study series, “Gif ts of Grace,” is designed to sup-
plement your personal and small group Bible study. The devo-
tion questions are written for your personal study. The discus-
sion questions are especially for small groups. Members who 
answer the questions ahead of time can bring more insight 
into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions 
are for those who wish for more personal or small group study. 
As you spend time with God, may His Word enrich your life 
and enhance your daily walk with Him. Begin now by praying 
to God for special insight into His Word.

Devotion (Personal Study)

1. The first half of Ephesians describes the wealth we have in 
Christ. Skim Ephesians 1-3 and list at least three of the riches we 
are given through our Lord’s love.

2. The second half of Ephesians describes our work for Christ. 
Spiritual gif ts are foundational to this work. Skim Ephesians 4 
and note which verse provides a list of spiritual gif ts. Write this 
verse below:

3. Read Ephesians 4:11-16. Write in your own words why these 
gif ts are given to the Church.

4. Consider the price paid by Christ to give us gif ts (Ephesians 
4:9-10). Do you appreciate and treasure your spiritual gif t(s) 
more with this in mind? Explain.
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Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What insight from the commentary or questions was helpful 
to you?

6. Which of the foundation gif ts described in Ephesians 4:11 
can you identify as operating in your church today? Do you 
think all five of these gif ts should be operating in each local 
congregation? Why or why not?

7. The commentary emphasizes how each of the foundation-
al gif ts in Ephesians 4:11 is oriented toward either outreach or 
nurture. Is there a balance in your church between outreach 
and nurture? Explain.

8. Do you feel your gif ts, personality, and life are most ordered 
toward nurture or outreach? 

9. Concerning apostles:

a) What were the criteria for the original 12 apostles? (Acts 1:21-
22) 

b) Who was chosen? (Acts 1:23-26) 

c) Paul planted more churches and wrote more Scripture than 
all the rest of the Apostles combined. He was clearly chosen 
and used by God. How did Paul view himself? (1 Corinthians 
15:8-11) What can we learn from his example?
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10. Paul exhorted Timothy to “do the work of an evangelist” 
even though Timothy was gif ted especially as a pastor (2 Tim-
othy 4:5). Are we all called to be able to share our faith with oth-
ers? Explain (see also 1 Peter 3:15).

11. Complete this thought, “The thing I find most dif ficult about 
sharing my faith is...”

Pray for each other that the ability to nurture others and to 
reach out will grow and deepen as each one grows closer to 
Christ.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

12. Concerning prophets:

a) Were there prophets in the early Church (Acts 13:1)? Can you 
give an example of a prophet in action (Acts 11:27-30)? 

b) Can you see an association between the act of preaching and 
the gif t of prophecy? Explain.

c) Read the test for prophets in Deuteronomy 18:18-22. Do you 
think the word “prophet” means the same thing today as it did 
in the Old Testament? Explain.

13. Read Paul’s prayer for you in Ephesians 3:16-19. How has God 
strengthened you through studying His Word in Ephesians 
this week? 

Scripture for Meditation

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations and then the 
end will come.

Matthew 24:14
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Therefore, I urge you 
brothers, in view of God’s 
mercy to offer your 
bodies as living sacrific-
es, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your spiritual 
act of worship.
Romans 12:1

Introduction to Romans

On his third missionary trip, around AD 57, Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome preparing them 
for his coming. His audience consisted of mostly Gentile Christians. However, there was a rem-
nant of Jewish-Christians in Rome. “…salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious” 
(Romans 11:11b). Paul suggested that God is both God of the engraf ted Gentiles and God of the 
chosen Jews. 

Romans 1-8 describes the human condition and the need for salvation. Chapters 9-11 discusses 
the way in which God’s salvation has been lavished on us. And Romans 12-16 focuses on Chris-
tian living. Our ethnic heritage is not a factor in our salvation. God of fers, to all who call upon 
Him, the right to become children of God based on the sacrifice of Christ. Our reasonable re-
sponse to this great salvation is to of fer ourselves to God as “living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1). The 
break between doctrine and practical application comes in chapter 12.

Dedicating Ourselves to God

Romans 12:1 begins with the word “therefore.” In view of the awesome mercy and grace of God 
described in Romans chapters 1-11, we are called to action through this single word. Paul’s chal-
lenge is portrayed in a word picture that would speak volumes to the Jewish mind: “…of fer your 
bodies as living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1b).

Sacrifices were of fered for millenniums by God’s people in the Old Testament. There were many 
kinds of sacrifices and many reasons for them to be of fered. The concept that linked all these 
of ferings was a sense of total dedication to God. In the same way, Paul argues when we invest 
ourselves for God and use our gif ts for His glory, we are to be completely yielded to God. 

But how do we of fer or present (KJV) our bodies as living sacrifices? And to whom do we of fer 
them? The Greek word for present is paristano and it means “bring before, yield.” It comes from 
the word that means “to stand beside, assist.” On the night when He was betrayed (John 14), 
Jesus told His disciples that He was going away, but He would send a paraclete to help them. This 
is the Holy Spirit who stands beside us, assists us, and enables us by His gif ts to do the work of 
Christ. We yield ourselves to Him and ask Him to fill us with His fullness. 

In Romans 12:6-8, Paul lists the following gif ts:

• prophesying 
• serving 
• teaching 
• encouraging 
• contributing 
• leading or governing  
• showing mercy
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For we are God’s work-
manship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:10

All of these are for building up the Body of Christ. We tend to prefer the more glamorous gif ts, 
such as leading, teaching, or prophesying. How of ten have you heard someone pray, “Oh, Lord, 
please give me the gif t of contributing?” We may smile at this, but we need to remember that 
all the gif ts are important for the glory of God. We are called to of fer ourselves to God and to 
honor Him by actively using the spiritual gif ts He has given to us. Paul urges us to balance our 
actions with sober judgment and energetic faith.

Sober Judgment

As young Christians, we sometimes become guilty of overrating our abilities. This happens easi-
ly in the arena of spiritual gif ts. We sometimes measure our potential by what we see God doing 
in others, rather than living according to the grace and faith God has put in our own hearts. This 
is an easy mistake to make, for we serve the same God. We can access the same power. But, we 
forget that, as part of the same body, we all have dif ferent functions (Romans 12: 4-6a). When 
our judgment is skewed by comparing ourselves with others, we tend to serve in areas outside 
our gif ting. “To think more highly of yourself, or less highly, is sin, so have a proper estimate of 
who you are and what God has given to you” (Galatians 6:3-5)-Warren Wiersbe. 

In the corporate world, a young man with great potential was failing miserably on the job. Af-
ter several months the president of the company called him in to tell him that they were going 
to have to let him go. As the president listened to this young man’s response, he discovered a 
worker who was extremely personable and knew the company’s product remarkably well. Here 
was a definite people person who had been placed behind a desk with a computer for eight 
hours a day. The president reassigned him to sales, and he did a fantastic job. 

If you don’t have peace or joy in your Christian service, then  perhaps you’re in the wrong min-
istry and not using your spiritual gif ts. It is sometimes our failures that show us the pathway of 
successful and joyful service.

Anne Graham Lotz tells a very moving story in her book Just Give Me Jesus. She was attending a 
seminar where a well-known Bible teacher asked the question, “What does God expect of you?” 
She said many thoughts went through her mind, such as obedience, faith, and truthfulness. 
But none of these were correct. Then the speaker leaned forward and said one word: “Failure!” 
Failure? That’s right. When we are serving God in our own strength and in our own way, we lack 
God’s blessing and will not experience joy-filled success. Paul reminds us to “not think more 
highly” of ourselves than can be confirmed by the reality of God’s gif ts to us (Romans 12:3).

How can we discern whether we are operating in our area of “gif tedness?” We should consider 
our inner desires and interests. We then test our desires by stepping out to serve. Finally, we 
look for confirmation that we are using our gif ts through the af firmation of others in the body 
of Christ. All of this requires faith.
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I can do everything 
through Him who gives 
me strength.
Philippians 4:13

Faith

Paul urges us to balance sober judgment with faith. ”For by the grace given me I say to every one 
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you” (Romans 12:3).

Personal analysis alone may cause us to become so critical of ourselves that we become immo-
bilized and do little for God. Faith, however, balances the equation. Faith is God’s prompting in 
our hearts, calling to life interests and desires toward the very acts of kindness and ministries of 
service God has designed for us.

Faith can be ignited and kindled through the study of God’s Word and prayer. The Bible is how 
God most of ten speaks to us, and prayer is how we speak to God. Through this two-way conver-
sation, our faith is energized and our desire to serve God comes alive.

Final Thought

A woman once came to her pastor complaining, “I can’t seem to find the balance. It’s one ex-
treme or the other. Of ten I seem to be doing too many things. I’m too busy. Yet at other times, 
I feel that I’m not giving my all to the Lord. I’m not fruitful enough. There is no fulfillment. I’m 
going in circles.”

“Perhaps you are,” the pastor said, nodding. “If we row a boat with one oar we go in circles. There 
are two factors you need to stress with equal ef fort when using your spiritual gif ts for God. 
First, good judgment, helping you know your gif ts and use them. It sounds like you are doing 
work for God just because it is there rather than because you sense God’s call. But once you dis-
cern how to use your gif ts for God, you must serve Him with faith, trusting in His strength, not 
your own. Keeping these two in balance, sober judgment and energetic faith, is the most sure 
way to move forward into a life of joyous service.”

Spending Time With God

This five-week study series, “Gif ts of Grace,” is designed to supplement your personal and small 
group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. The discussion 
questions are especially for small groups. Members who answer the questions ahead of time 
can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for 
those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with God, may His 
Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Begin now by praying to God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. What thought from the commentary or sermon was most 
significant for you and why?

2. Paul challenges believers to be “transformed”by renewing 
their minds (Romans 12:1-2). The Greek verb for transformed 
carries with it the idea of continued action, i.e. “keep on being 
transformed.” 

a. What practical steps can you take to continually renew your 
mind?

b. What does Paul say is the benefit of a renewed mind (Ro-
mans 12:2)?

3. What would you say are some of Paul’s gif ts? (Romans 1:1). 
Why would a renewed mind be essential for his ministry?

4. Notice Paul’s great struggle to keep his mind fresh and 
steadfast in God’s truth (2 Corinthians 10:4-6), and write a sen-
tence or two to describe your struggle in the same vein.

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. Read Romans 12:3. 

a. Give an example of a time you didn’t use sound judgment in 
your service to God. 
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b. Describe a time when you found a special measure of faith in 
serving God with your gif ts.

6. Read Ephesians 3:7-13. What is Paul’s attitude about using his 
spiritual gif ts? 

7. Read Romans 12:9-10. With what attitude do you use your 
gif ts? How does this passage challenge or encourage you?

8. Read Romans 12:6-8, noticing each of the gif ts listed. 

a. List each of the gif ts in this text and next to each gif t, put the 
name of someone you know who seems to have that gif t. 

b. Which gif t(s) in this passage best describes your God-given 
abilities?

Take time to pray for each other to be led of God and empow-
ered by God in the exercise of spiritual gif ts.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

9. Compare the gif t lists studied already (1 Corinthians 12:8-11, 
27-31; Ephesians 4:11) and write the gif ts found in Romans 12 1-8 
that are new to our study. 
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10. What would you say to someone who says “I don’t know 
which gif t(s) I have?” 

11. Read Galatians 5:22-23. What is the relationship between 
the fruit of the Spirit and the gif ts of theSpirit? 

12. Write down the names of people in your study group (or 
your closest friends).  Beside each name list the gif t(s) that you 
perceive in their lives.

In what way has this study challenged you to use your gif ts? 

Scripture for Meditation

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one 
another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but 
keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 

Romans 12:10-11



© 2018 Scripture Awakening | BNEXT

GIFTS OF GRACE  |  USING OUR GIFTS FOR GOD
Reading the Balance  |  1 Peter 4:7-11

SERIES
LESSON 4

19

STUDY BNEXT

Each one should use 
whatever gift he has 
received to serve others, 
faithfully administering 
God’s grace in its various 
forms.
1 Peter 4:10

Introduction 

Peter identifies himself as the author of 1 Peter in the opening sentence; however, we also know 
that Silas helped him. “With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written 
to you…” (1 Peter 5:12a). Although we know little about Silas, the superb Greek writing style is 
probably due to his influence. 

Peter addresses his letter to Christians scattered throughout the Roman Empire. The year of 
writing was around AD 64, and it is no surprise that the letter focuses on the theme of suf fering 
(1 Peter 1:6-7). At that time, Christianity threatened the state religion and was receiving of fi-
cial condemnation under Nero’s reign. Peter greets readers with a wish for the conditions they 
needed most—”grace and peace” (1 Peter 1:2).

Exhortation

Peter, a Galilean fisherman, was primary in spreading the “gospel net” which drew in some 
5,000 new believers in the early days of the Church (Acts 2:41; 4:4). God graciously lavished the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost on these new believers, establishing and equipping the Church with 
many needful gif ts. It was God’s intention, though, that they would spread the spiritual wealth 
around the world. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). 

God used persecution to assist the scattering process, perhaps because the early believers did 
not move out from Jerusalem on their own accord (Acts 8:1b-4). Before the scattering, most of 
the Christians were under the protective shadow of the Apostles and the chosen seven (Acts 6:1-
7). Once scattered, God’s people everywhere would need to exercise their own spiritual gif ts to 
help build up each new local church (Acts 13:1).

The Church in Peter’s day was scattered and it was suf fering. What is Peter’s response? Does he 
tell them to give up? To go back to Jerusalem? To hide? NO! He tells them that they are to contin-
ue serving because God has given each of them spiritual gif ts. “Each one should use whatever 
gif t he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms” (1 
Peter 4:10).

In 1 Peter 4:7, Peter gives guidelines for the use of our spiritual gif ts. “The end of all things is near. 
Therefore be clear-minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.” The word translated as 
clear-minded may also be translated as “sober judgment”. This is the same word used in Romans 
12:3, “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly 
than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the mea-
sure of faith God has given you.” 

A quick survey of Ephesians 4 and Romans 12 reminds us that proper attitude is important in 
service. Being clear-minded and self-controlled leads us to progressive action, beginning in our 
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Your attitude should be 
the same as that of Christ 
Jesus.
Philippians 2:5

hearts. 1 Peter 4:7-10 exhorts Christians, “Above all, love each other deeply…” (1 Peter 4:8) and 
“serve others, faithfully...” (1 Peter 4:10b). These two qualities, love and action, are foundational 
guidelines in the use of our gif ts. In speaking and serving, we are to exercise our God-given 
abilities for His glory (1 Peter 4:11). What a beautiful picture of the Church alive! The Giver of all 
gif ts is the fulcrum. His love fills our hearts and His grace-gif ts enable us to build each other up 
in the faith.

By drawing the centerpiece from our past three lessons:

Our Motivation: Love (1 Corinthians 12-14)

Our Foundation: Christ (Ephesians 4:11-15) 

Our Determination: Action (Romans 12:1-8)

…we find a balanced application. With Christ at the center of the Church, our gif ts are to be ex-
ercised with the balanced blend of two inseparable friends—Love and Action. 

“God hates the great things in which love is not the motive power; but He delights in the little 
things that are prompted by a feeling of love.” — D.L. Moody

Using Our Gif ts

Peter’s message to the scattered Christians in his day is vital for Christians around the world 
today. In serving others, we must administer God’s grace in its various forms. In 1 Peter 4:10, 
the word translated administer means “steward,” “overseer,” “manager,” or “trustee.” Each word 
implies someone who adequately handles what someone else has given them. Peter asks us to 
handle the gif t God has given us in a faithful manner. 

Warren Wiersbe translates the verse, “Use your gif ts and talents to serve others. The Lord who 
gave you the ability will also give you the strength to use it for His glory.”

Peter is not striving to detail a list of each and every gif t given to the Church for its service. His 
concern is that we use our gif ts in love and put them into action. Neither did Paul, in his letters, 
attempt to give an exhaustive list of each and every spiritual gif t. God’s gif ts are as unique as 
fingerprints or DNA. God is not as concerned with our understanding as He is with our obedi-
ence and application. We must individually use the gif t or gif ts God has given us. Only then 
are we functioning properly together as the Church, “…so that in all things God may be praised 
through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power forever ever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 
4:11c).

Some Christians feel defeated in their spiritual walk with the Lord because they look around 
and see others using their spiritual gif ts and wonder, “What’s wrong with me? Others are being 
used greatly by God, but not me.” We must remember who it is that gives us the ability to use 
our gif ts. 
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And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father 
through Him.
Colossians 3:17

Tony Evans, in his book, The Promise, gives this illustration:

“When you call a major law firm with a real estate problem, it doesn’t matter that some of the 
lawyers in that firm specialize in tax cases, others in civil cases, and still others in criminal cases. 
What matters is that they also have lawyers who are experts in real estate law. 

So your call gets transferred to the right expert, and your real estate problem gets taken care 
of. You may only be dealing with one person in that firm, but you have the power and influence 
of the entire firm behind you.

There is a law firm in glory called the Godhead. There are three on staf f—God, God, and God. 
Each one has a sphere of responsibility. The Father oversees the plan. The Son delivers the plan. 
The Holy Spirit implements the plan in your life. When you call you get the right Expert, and 
your need gets handled.”

Our Application: The Church

Compare a simple incandescent light bulb with a laser beam. Both emit energy in the form of 
light-photons. But compare their ef fect. The laser can burn through several inches of steel, but 
the light bulb can only warm its surface. What makes the dif ference? In the laser beam, pho-
tons are directed to excite each other and to work together in their common purpose. With the 
light bulb, however, each photon is wandering aimlessly, doing its own thing. 

Now consider the Church. We are called together to encourage one another for the common 
purpose of glorifying God. What happens when we try to go it alone? Very of ten, we find that 
we go nowhere in our quest to serve God. We need to remember that the Church is Christ’s 
creation, not ours. The gif ts are from Him to distribute as He sees fit. They are for one purpose…
to glorify Him, not us. The spiritual gif ts are for advertising Jesus to a world that doesn’t know 
Him. Our gif ts should make Jesus preeminent by our love and our actions. When we go it alone, 
we’re like the simple light bulb. Ah, but when we “faithfully administer God’s grace” together, 
we’re like the laser! That’s power! That’s love and action together for the sake of Jesus Christ! No 
one person gets the attention—only Jesus!

If you are not in close, loving relationship and ministry with other Christians, check your atti-
tude. Is the love there but not the action? Or is the action there and not the love? Put them to-
gether and you are a vital part of God’s glorious Church!

Spending Time With God

This five-week study series, “Gif ts of Grace,” is designed to supplement your personal and small 
group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. The discussion 
questions are especially for small groups. Members who answer the questions ahead of time 
can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for 
those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with God, may His 
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Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. 
Begin now by praying to God for special insight into His Word.

Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read 1 Peter 1:1-2, noticing the words “strangers in the world, 
scattered…”. Tell what you know about the situation faced by 
Christians in the time Peter wrote this letter. (Using a Bible dic-
tionary or commentary may be helpful.)

2. From 1 Peter 4:1-2, how should we respond to suf fering? 
Think of a time you have suf fered. Did it cause you to become 
spiritually immobilized, or spiritually strengthened? Explain.

3. Read John 15:18-21. What does Christ say are some of the rea-
sons others persecute us as Christians?

4. From Matthew 5:10-12, what should our attitude be in the 
midst of suf fering? Why?

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What thought from the sermon, commentary, or personal 
study questions would you like to explore with the group?

6. Consider the exhortation, “If anyone speaks, he should do 
it as one speaking the very words of God” (1 Peter 4:11a). How 
might preaching and teaching in today’s average church 
change if we followed this mandate?
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7. From 1 Peter 4:11, how should we “serve”? For what reason? 

8. Read 1 Peter 4:10. We are to minister with our gif ts as good 
stewards. Read Matthew 25:14-30, the Parable of the Talents. 
This parable provides an example for us to follow, with guid-
ance about the use of our God-given gif ts. Imagine yourself in 
this parable.

a. With one on the low side and five on the high side, how many 
talents have you been given?

b. What would you have done with your talents? Why?

c. How does this parable challenge you personally?

d. What would you like to do dif ferently in your life in response 
to it?

9. Sometimes those who fully invest their lives for the Lord en-
counter suf fering. Read 1 Peter 4:12-19. What insight from these 
verses is most helpful to you? 

Pray for one another to be strengthened for service even 
amidst suf fering.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

10. 1 Peter 4:7-10 has much to say about the right approach to 
using our spiritual gif ts. List the imperatives given by Peter 
which speaks most to you personally. Why do they?
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11. a. What is to be “above all” (1 Peter 4:8)? Why? 

b.What do you think is meant by “love covers a multitude of 
sins”?

12. Peter’s second letter opens with a dynamic formula for 
fruitful service (2 Peter 1:1-11). Read through this text prayerful-
ly and record truths that might especially help you be your best 
for God.

Scripture for Meditation

One should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various 
forms.

1 Peter 4:10
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Just as each of us has one 
body with many mem-
bers, and these members 
do not all have the same 
function, so in Christ we 
who are many form one 
body.
Romans 12:4-5a

Introduction 

Jesus Christ died over 2000 years ago, and yet, through the power of the resurrection, He lives 
and speaks to Christians today. By the Holy Spirit, His words, His deeds, and His love resonate 
through those who have surrendered their lives to Him. For the past four weeks, we have been 
studying the spiritual gif ts of the Holy Spirit. These gif ts transform ordinary people into instru-
ments of Christ’s love in the world. What an extraordinary privilege!

Examining the Gif ts

As we come to this fif th and final lesson, let’s review what we have discovered regarding spiri-
tual gif ts.

To whom are spiritual gif ts given?

Each Christian receives one or more spiritual gif ts. “Now to each one the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7).

Who gives the gif ts?

The Holy Spirit distributes gif ts as He sees fit. Properly used, they enable variety in ministry.  
“All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he 
determines” (1 Corinthians 12:11).

What are they and how are we to use them?

Gif ts are spiritual abilities God has given through His grace. They are given out of love to be 
used with love. Exercise them to the best of your ability.

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13:1).

“But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it” (Ephesians 4:7).

“We have dif ferent gif ts, according to the grace given us…” (Romans 12:6a).

Why are they given?

Gif ts are given to build up the body of Christ by spreading the Gospel and by deepening one’s 
faith. Gif ts equip the Church for ministry. Properly used, they exalt the Lord.

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 
4:11-13).
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But in fact God has ar-
ranged the parts in the 
body, every one of them, 
just as He wanted them 
to be.
1 Corinthians 12:18

“If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he 
should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:11).

What is the dif ference between a gif t and a talent?

One dictionary defines talent as “natural or acquired ability or aptitude.” Spiritual gif ts are giv-
en supernaturally by God. We aren’t responsible for distinguishing between the two. We are 
responsible for our commitment to use every God-given gif t to glorify Him. Exodus 35 gives 
us an example of God’s people using their talents, treasures, and spiritual gif ts for His service.

The Exodus Situation

The book of Exodus describes Moses’ early life and his eventual leadership. He was chosen by 
God to lead the Israelites out of bondage from Egypt. Prior to leaving Egypt, the Israelites were 
given all of the material goods they would need for their journey in the wilderness. 

Upon arriving at Mount Sinai, Moses received instructions for constructing the Tabernacle and 
for its related services. He was given instructions for leading the people in the worship of God. 
This worship was costly. It required a commitment of material goods, individual time, special 
skills, generous attitudes, and willing hearts. Everything the Israelites needed to complete the 
work existed within the community. 

Moses called the people to give each of these elements…

• Moses called for tangible goods (gold, silver, bronze, fine cloth, treated skins, Acacia 
wood, olive oil, and spices) for the building of the Tabernacle. The people gave willingly 
and with generous hearts (Exodus 35:5-9).

• Moses called for skilled craf tsmen and women with willing hearts (evidently there 
were those who had talents but unwilling hearts) to do the constructing, weaving, as-
sembling, carving, and sewing (Exodus 35:10-29).

The people’s response and commitment to this call were overwhelming (Exodus 35:20-29). The 
Israelites had only to be willing to give of themselves and to work together. Where special skill 
was needed, God gave the supply (Exodus 35:30-35). He gave to certain people special skills, 
ability, and knowledge of craf ts to make artistic designs. He even gave some the ability to teach 
and skill to be master craf tsmen and designers!

God’s Spirit moved upon those who responded. They gave with willing hearts. Exodus 35:29 
identifies their gif ts as freewill of ferings. The original Hebrew word for freewill refers more to 
the attitude of the giver than to the sacrifice. Such of ferings were voluntary and spontaneous. 
They represented sacrifice out of devotion rather than duty or with reservation. 

In Exodus 36:6-7, the generosity of the Israelites more than matched the demands for the work. 
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...let your light shine 
before men, that they 
may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in 
heaven.
Matthew 5:16

In fact, Moses asked them to refrain from giving anything else. Can you imagine a minister to-
day saying, “No man or woman is to of fer any more for the church. We already have too much!” 
Would that this was the problem in the average church today!

The Necessity of Spiritual Fruit

Your contribution and mine are vital pieces to the puzzle of God’s plan for the Church’s mission 
of proclaiming Jesus Christ to the world. In surveying the spiritual gif ts, you may feel that su-
pernatural, God-given endowments are all that matter. Also, if your spiritual gif t (or gif ts) is 
not obvious, you may feel that your contribution to the Church doesn’t matter. It is important 
to keep a balanced perspective. All of the gif ts are important and are distributed as He sees fit. 
They are from Him, to be used for Him. 

Charles Spurgeon once said, “Whitefield and Wesley might preach the gospel better than I 
do, but they cannot preach a better gospel.” The mission is always the same—to elevate Jesus 
Christ.

In a Calcutta leprosarium (established by the late Mother Teresa), people have gathered from 
all around the Indian sub-continent to form a supportive community. Many of the lepers are 
blind. Many are without fingers, toes, or limbs. Yet each finds an important part in supporting 
the communal mission. Some spin new clothes. Some sweep the floor. One man sits by the train 
tracks to alert people to clear the tracks when a train is in sight. Some come into the community 
to teach. Others give financially. As a result of the combined contributions—whether talent, 
money, or spiritual gif t—the mission moves forward. So it was with the Tabernacle in Moses’ 
day. So will it be in the Church today if each of us is truly committed to Christ. 

Spending Time With God

This five-week study series, “Gif ts of Grace,” is designed to supplement your personal and small 
group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. The discussion 
questions are especially for small groups. Members who answer the questions ahead of time 
can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions are for 
those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with God, may His 
Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. Begin now by praying to God for 
special insight into His Word.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Skim through 1 Corinthians 12-14; Ephesians 4:11-13; Romans 
12:1-8; and 1 Peter 4:7-11, then identify the gif ts and list them in 
the table below:

1 Corinthians Ephesians

Romans 1 Peter

a. Bold typeDraw any duplicates that you see. 
b. Underligh the gif ts you see in your own life. 
c. Place an asterisk next to any gif ts you would like to know 
more about.

2. Can you think of any additional spiritual gif ts not found in 
these four passages? Please list them.

Discussion (Small Group Study)

3. Skim Exodus 35:4–36:1.

a. From Exodus 35:30-36:1, what were Bezalel’s gif ts from God?

b. Which of the gif ts from our previous study (or from your list 
in question 1 ) would you say Bezalel had? 

c. Are these gif ts found in one of the New Testament passages 
from question 1?
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d. Would you consider Bezalel’s ability and knowledge of a spe-
cial skill as a spiritual gif t? Why or why not?

4. We tend to think of spiritual gif ts as supernatural and skills 
as natural. Do you think God wants us to focus more on the 
use of our spiritual gif ts or on the use of our skills and abilities? 
Why?

5. What skills do you have that you wish you could use more 
fully for the Lord?

6. Note how extremely lavish the of fering was of tangible 
goods for the building of the tabernacle in Exodus 36:6-7. Have 
you ever experienced a great outpouring of generosity by God’s 
people? If so, what was the motivating factor?

7. In respect to both service and money, what usually motivates 
you to give willingly?

8. Complete this thought: “As a result of this five-week study on 
spiritual gif ts, my primary action will be...
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Digging Deeper (Further Study)

A look at Moses’ past will be helpful. Remember when he was 
first called to lead the Israelites? He probably had no idea that 
as a result of taking on this task he would eventually oversee 
the construction of the Tabernacle—a holy dwelling place for 
God!

9. Skim Exodus 3:1–4:17. What was Moses’ biggest reservation 
about obeying God’s call?

10. What is your biggest restraint when you hear the Scripture 
call you to invest yourself and your gif ts into God’s work with-
out reserve?

11. How would you explain the Lord’s anger in Exodus 4:14?

12. Do you think God becomes upset with us at times when we 
don’t heed His call? Why or why not? 

Think of specific times in your life when you drew back from 
obeying God. Take a few minutes to pray, confessing your res-
ervations to God and asking for His cleansing grace and His 
power and purpose to be fulfilled in your life.

Scripture for Meditation

All the Israelite men and women who were willing 
brought to the Lord freewill offerings for all the work the 
Lord through Moses had commanded them to do. 

Exodus 35:29
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BNEXT Small Group Leader’s Guide
This BNEXT Leader’s Guide is for facilitator/leaders. Please read this information before you 
begin. As the facilitator of a small group, you will have the experience of not only sharing this 
journey through God’s Word with others but of aiding them along the way. You do not need 
previous experience or special training to lead a group. (Your primary responsibility is to serve 
as facilitator, not to teach.)

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR A SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCE

 · Either the electronic version or a printed copy for each participant. (The electronic version 
of this BNEXT Study can be printed. When printed, the blue boxes that were visible in the 
electronic version will print as blank spaces for participants to record their answers.) 

 · Bible for each participant, preferably the same version (these studies use the NIV)

 · Pen or pencil for each participant

 · Watch or clock to monitor time

ABOUT THIS STUDY

This BNEXT study series is versatile and may be used by individuals, small groups, or even 
entire congregations. The use of a small group as part of the program will enhance each one’s 
experience. BNEXT studies have successfully been used in a variety of environments, including 
home groups, churches, prisons, and businesses. 

These lessons are designed for the individual to read the Scripture passages, read the three 
pages of commentary, and answer the questions throughout the week. The participants then 
attend a weekly meeting with the small group to share insights and discuss the material. Total 
time for each weekly lesson should be about 1 to 1 1/2 hours in length. Suggested lesson plans 
with timing guidelines are found at the end of this Guide.

If you use this study in a large group or an entire church, there are two possible approaches. 
One approach is for the entire group to first gather for a welcome and opening prayer, af ter 
which participants can meet in small groups for discussion using the BNEXT questions. Af ter 
a specified amount of time, all would reconvene into a larger setting to present highlights 
from each group, and for closing words of encouragement and prayer.  The other approach is 
to begin together as a larger group for a welcome and then split into smaller groups for the 
remainder of the time/lesson.      
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ABOUT SMALL GROUPS

Group Size: Experience has shown that a group size of 10–12 
people works best. If your group is significantly larger, we 
suggest that you create additional small groups.

Group Leaders: Each group should have its own facilitator/
leader. It is good to also have at least one back-up facilitator 
in case the primary facilitator is absent. If you have several 
groups meeting at one time, decide who will be responsible 
for facilitating the larger group gatherings for the welcome 
time and so forth.

ABOUT FACILITATOR/LEADERS

These lessons are designed to easily be used by a first-time 
leader as well as an experienced leader. The ideal small group 
facilitator/leader should have:

 · a hunger for God’s Word and a deep desire to see others 
grow in their knowledge of God and His Word,

 · a commitment to the group, emphasizing seeing the 
program through to the end,

 · the ability to facilitate and moderate discussion rather 
than teach, and

 · a willingness to follow the “Discussion Group Rules of 
Engagement” (found in this Leader’s Guide).

As facilitator, pray for your small group. Spend time prepar-
ing your own lesson (you should attempt to answer all of the 
questions before the class) and be thinking about how to 
present the questions to the group. Group members should 
be encouraged to at least answer the first two sets of ques-
tions — Devotion (Personal Study) and Discussion (Small 
Group Study) questions — before each class, to enhance their 
learning experience. Even better, encourage them to find time 
to complete Digging Deeper (Further Study) questions on 
their own. One of the goals of this approach is to encourage 
participants to develop the habit of delving into Scripture and 
studying on a regular basis.

You are not expected to be a Biblical expert. You are a facil-

itator, so resist the attempt to teach. You are there to guide 
the group, keep them on track, and avoid getting caught up 
in doctrinal debates. If you want to facilitate the group with 
a broadened background knowledge, see our “Background 
Study Option” below.

Recognize that not everyone is comfortable answering ques-
tions. Gently keep discussion going by asking questions like, 
“Does anyone else have something to add?” It can be helpful 
at times to have a volunteer read Scripture texts that are 
referred to in the questions.

Recognize and affirm all who contribute to the discussion. Do 
not dismiss someone’s answer as wrong. If an answer is obvi-
ously off-base, thank them for their answer, then ask what oth-
ers think. Remind the group to let Scripture interpret Scripture.

If you feel that a certain statement or question is inappropri-
ate for your group, you may omit it or at least recognize that 
not everyone needs to answer it. However, do not be afraid of 
letting the group tackle tough topics.

BACKGROUND STUDY OPTIONS

Again, facilitators are not expected to be Biblical experts. If 
the group looks to you for an answer you do not have, it is per-
fectly fine to say, “I’m not sure. Perhaps we can all think about 
that one and bring it up again next week?” Or, “Let’s bring this 
one up to the larger group when there is time allotted for such 
discussion.” Or, “Let’s see if this doesn’t answer itself over the 
weeks as we continue our study. Remember, the Bible inter-
prets itself.”

For extra study, you may wish to approach your pastor or to 
read commentaries and use other resources. The internet con-
tains a wealth of information ... and also disinformation. Some 
internet sites that provide reliable (and free) commentaries 
and articles include: biblegateway.com, biblestudytools.com, 
biblehub.com, and blueletterbible.org.

Another useful source of general Biblical knowledge is The 
Essential Bible Companion, by the same contributors of our Bible 
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in 90 Days study series: John Walton, Mark Strauss, and Ted 
Cooper Jr., Zondervan Publishing (also available as an e-book). 

LEADING THE CLASS (Suggested Lesson Plans)

First Class 

Decide where you want to meet weekly and decide on a time. 
Once this has been done, actively publicize the  BNEXT  study 
throughout all your circles — at your church, workplace, 
friends, family, etc. There are some free publicity aids on our 
website at ScriptureAwakening.com/bnext/freebies/. (If the 
study is being done by the entire congregation, recruit facilita-
tors for each group and have one facilitator designated to lead 
the closing session when all come back together.)

Be sure that every participant has downloaded the electronic 
version or has a printed copy of the study at least one week 
prior to the first small group meeting. Have everyone com-
plete the first lesson’s reading and answer the questions in 
preparation for the first gathering of the group(s).

The first class is unique in that a little more time is spent on in-
troductions and explanations of how the classes will function. 

1. Opening prayer, welcome, and introduction of members 
(13 minutes)

(NOTE: Entire church groups meet together for opening 
prayer only and then break into their small groups.)

a. Think of something brief each participant could say 
about themselves such as: “Tell us something unique 
about yourself.” Or perhaps, “What do you hope to 
get out of this BNEXT study?” 

b. Remind them to keep their answers brief (one minute 
or less).

2. Give an overview of the class and expectations (7 minutes)

a. Inform the  class of how many weeks it will take to 
cover the study and the date of the last class.

b. Discuss the format of the BNEXT study and ask if 

there are any questions.

c. Review the “Rules of Engagement” which are located 
at the end of this Leader’s Guide.

3. Discuss lesson questions  (35 minutes)

a. Ask if there are any Devotion questions that anyone 
would like to discuss with the group. 

b. Give primary attention to the Discussion questions, 
which are provided to promote dialogue and conver-
sation. 

c. If time permits, you may wish to use one or more of 
the Digging Deeper questions.

 (NOTE: For an entire church, allow an extra 10-15 min-
utes to allow for the groups to come back together at 
a specified time. Allow each group to share a high-
light of their small group discussion.)

4. Closing prayer (5 minutes)

a. If time is short, then as the leader, pray for the group.

b. If you have more time, you may ask if there are any 
prayer requests and either pray on behalf of the 
group or open it up for the group to pray.

5. If you are providing printed copies of lessons to partici-
pants, distribute the lesson for next week

6. Dismissal

Subsequent Classes

1. Opening prayer, welcome, and introduction of any new 
participants (10 minutes)

(NOTE: Entire church groups meet together for opening 
prayer only and then break into their small groups.)

a. If there are new members, have them introduce 
themselves. Remind them to be brief (one minute or 
less).

b.  Think of a good ice-breaker that somehow relates to 
the study. For example, if you are studying “The Ten 
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Commandments – Exodus 20,” you may ask, “Why do 
you think Exodus or the Ten Commandments are im-
portant?” Or, “How do the Ten Commandments relate 
to the cross of Jesus Christ?” Remind them to keep 
their answers short. Set a time limit for this opening 
section; not everyone needs to answer.

c. If you think it’s necessary, remind the group of the 
“Rules of Engagement” at the end of this Guide.

2. Discuss lesson questions (45 minutes)

a. Ask if there are any Devotion questions that people in 
the group would like to discuss. 

b. Give primary attention to the Discussion questions, 
which are designed to promote dialogue and conver-
sation.

c. If time permits, you may wish to use one or more of 
the Digging Deeper questions. 

(NOTE: For an entire church, allow and extra 10-15 minutes for 
the groups to come back together at a specified time. Allow 
each group to share an insight of their small group discussion.)

3. Closing prayer (5 minutes)

a. If time is short, then as the leader, pray for the group.

b. If you have more time, you may ask if there are any 
prayer requests and either pray on behalf of the 
group or open it up for the group to pray.

5. Dismissal

SMALL GROUP RULES OF ENGAGEMENT

It is important to treat one another in Christian love. These 
“Rules of Engagement” will be helpful, so read them aloud 
during the first class; thereaf ter, refer to them as needed by 
the group.

1. Begin each reading/study session with prayer, expecting 
God to speak to you through His Word.

2. Come prepared for each week’s session by completing the 
reading and the study questions.

3. Your small group will have a facilitator. Please be respect-
ful of the facilitator’s leadership.

4. The facilitator’s responsibility is to guide or shepherd the 
discussions. Do not expect your facilitator to be an expert 
on Scripture — each group member should seek the 
answers from Scripture on his/her own.

5. Each group member is invited to join the discussion but 
should not feel required to do so. If called upon, it is okay 
to say, “Thank you, but I would prefer to pass on answer-
ing that question.”

6. Alternatively, do not dominate a discussion. Time is 
limited, so please be sensitive to everyone in the group 
to help ensure that each person has the opportunity to 
participate.

7. Respect everyone’s answers and views on Scripture. How-
ever, let Scripture interpret Scripture and expect the Holy 
Spirit to speak/teach through His written Word.

8. In preparation for each lesson, you are not expected to 
do extra study or research. If you wish to dig deeper, then 
here are a few helpful resources:

 · Go to ScriptureAwakening.com/bnext/ for key tips and 
guidelines for best use of BNEXT study series in your 
small group or whole church.

 · The internet contains a wealth of information (and 
sometimes disinformation). Some useful Bible study 
sites include: biblegateway.com, biblestudytools.com, 
biblehub.com, and blueletterbible.org.

 · The Essential Bible Study Companion (hard copy), by John 
Walton, Mark Strauss, and Ted Cooper Jr., Zondervan 
Publishing (also available as an e-book).
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