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Welcome to BNEXT Amazing Journey
I am excited to share this journey through God’s Word with you. This electronic version 
contains the same material as the printed version. It allows you to electronically record your 
answers to the questions which are part of each lesson. Following each question, you will 
find a blue text box. Click or touch the box and the field within it will turn white allowing you 
to type in your answer. Your answer will automatically be saved when you exit the text box. 
Should you need more space for your answer, the text box will automatically expand and place 
a scroll bar on the right-hand side. 

The Scripture covered by each lesson is listed on the mast of the page. Read the Scripture 
passages and then begin working your way through the lesson. Each lesson in this series 
contains three pages of commentary, followed by three pages of questions that will assist you 
dig deeper and reflect on God’s Word.

An important component of BNEXT Amazing Journey are the videos that accompany each 
series. To access the videos associated with this particular series, see the link below my 
signature.

Also we have included, in the last pages of this digital version, a Leader’s Guide that will enable 
anyone to facilitate a small group. Once you have completed this BNEXT Amazing Journey 
series, I hope you will consider leading others through this study material.

Again, thank you for allowing me to share this amazing journey with you.

Your brother in Christ Jesus,

William P. Campbell 

BNEXT Amazing Journey Video Link

The BNEXT Amazing Journey Bible study series and videos are copyrighted. As purchaser you 
are only authorized to use the written, digital, and video content for individual study and/
or as a facilitator in a group meeting. Purchasers are prohibited from copying, sharing, or 
redistributing the study content and/or the link to the videos with anyone else.

https://mediazilla.com/Cp4x7s7W2 
pw: BAJ-itb-111
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But our citizenship is in 
heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 3:20

Introduction

Patience — the virtue that everyone wants immediately! In his famous work Discourses, the 
Greek philosopher Epictetus (AD 55-135 ) wrote, “No great thing is created suddenly, any more 
than a bunch of grapes or a fig. If you tell me that you desire a fig, I answer you that there must 
be time. Let it first blossom, then bear fruit, then ripen.” 

It’s easier to have patience with others when we remember God’s patience toward us. Our God, 
for whom “a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day” (2 Peter 3:8), is 
the best example of patience we will ever know. His divine forbearance is subtly painted in the 
background of the first 11 chapters of the Bible, which packs more time into its scope than an 
other portion of Scripture. 

Foundations

Genesis is foundational to the rest of the Bible. Take away Genesis and the rest of the Bible has 
no support on which to rest. The future is explained by the past and the end by the beginnings.

The New Testament and all of its doctrine are grounded in Genesis. There are some two hun-
dred quotations and illustrations from Genesis in the New Testament. In fact, every one of the 
chapters of Genesis is alluded to somewhere in the New Testament.

The title for the first book of the Bible is taken from the first word in that book as written in the 
Greek version of the Old Testament: geneseos, which means “beginnings.” In Genesis we are told 
about the beginning of the universe, of life, of humankind, of marriage, of family, of sin, of God’s 
plan for salvation, of language, of religion, of culture, of civilization, of government, of God’s 
covenants, and of Israel. 

We should reflect on the fact that God has been tracking the course of humanity in each of 
these areas — and watching humans run of f track — for countless generations. God is patient, 
so He is able and willing to help us develop this divine virtue. The same Spirit, Who guided the 
process of creation, is available to help us live as new creatures in Christ (Genesis 1:2, 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17). One of the fruits of God’s indwelling presence is patience (Galatians 5:22). 

Authorship

Mosaic authorship of the first five books in the Old Testament (the Pentateuch — meaning 
“five books”) is assumed in the New Testament. Moses is mentioned over 85 times in the New 
Testament; approximately 25 of those references either suggest or clearly state Mosaic author-
ship to the Pentateuch. Every New Testament writer gives reference to the first part of Genesis 
(Genesis 1-11), with the apparent assumption that it is to be understood as an historical, real-life 
document. Christ Himself upheld Moses as the writer of the early portions of the Bible (Luke 24: 
44). Such has been the primary understanding among theologians throughout history, though 
modern scholars have thrown a blanket of doubt on this long-held belief.

Moses authored the Pentateuch, but how did he know what occurred during the time of Gen-
esis — years preceding his own birth? Archaeology has confirmed that civilizations were quite 
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But the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness...
Galatians 5:22

advanced and writing was a method of communication well before Moses’ time ... dating at 
least to the period of Abraham.

It is likely that Moses completed Genesis by compiling a set of written documents passed down 
to him from ages past. Genesis is divided into ten major sections, each beginning with the word 
“account” (Genesis 2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1; 37:2). The “accounts” may have 
been documents, written by people of their times and preserved as portions of the divine re-
cord.

The first five “accounts” (Genesis 1-11) focus on ancient history. The next five (Genesis 12-50) fo-
cus on patriarchal history. The patriarchs, or fathers, included Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Esau, and 
Joseph. The creation account was likely given to Moses, or one of his ancestors, by direct revela-
tion of God (2 Peter 1:20-21).

God’s Patience

The first 11 chapters of Genesis cover an immense span of time. Between the fall and the flood 
is a period of at least 1,600 years. God watched patiently as the people He made and blessed 
(creation) turned from Him (the fall) and required purging (the flood) and separation (Babel) if 
they were to survive. Through it all, however, God had a plan of redemption. 

From the beginning, God’s patience was tied to the loving process of calling people back to Him-
self. This redemptive plan was revealed just af ter the fall, as God Himself provided a covering 
for the nakedness and guilt of humans through the death of an animal (Genesis 3:21). Sacrifice, 
sanctioned by God from the beginning, pointed to Christ, who in the fullness of time would be 
sacrificed for our sins, leading us to salvation.

This same God, patient from the beginning, is patient still today. The same God who created 
will one day re-create. The fullness of God’s plan is revealed as we compare the opening three 
chapters of the Bible with the closing three chapters of God’s inspired Word. 

 · In Genesis 3:24, we see that sin entered the world.
 · In Revelation 21:8, sin is conquered.

 · In Genesis 3:17, a curse is declared on humans.
 · In Revelation 22:3, the curse is removed.

 · In Genesis 3:23, paradise is lost.
 · In Revelation 21:1-3, paradise is regained.

 · In Genesis 3:16-19, sorrow and death dominate.
 · In Revelation 21:4, sorrow and death are banished.

 · In Genesis 3:8-10, people lost their right to walk with God.
 · In Revelation 21:3, such fellowship is resumed.

 · From the beginning, darkness has competed with the light (Genesis 1:4).
 · In the end, there will be no night (Revelation 21:25).
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The Lord is not slow in 
keeping His promise, as 
some understand slow-
ness. He is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone 
to perish, but everyone to 
come to repentance.
2 Peter 3:9

 · Adam saw the beginning of death (Genesis 3:19).
 · In the end, believers will see “no more death” (Revelation 21:4).

Through God’s love, a Redeemer was promised (Genesis 3:15); and through God’s patience, our 
complete redemption will be accomplished (Revelation 5:9,10).

Final Thought

Peter, seeking to answer those who claimed that Christ is not coming back, points to the pa-
tience of God. He argues that God’s plan is being accomplished through what seems to us a 
long, long time, not because God doesn’t care, but precisely because He does. For “the Lord 
is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Peter references the creation, the flood, and the primeval account in Genesis as evidence that 
God is patient and that all will turn out in the end (2 Peter 3:5-7). Sin, sickness, pain, and death 
make no sense when viewed with a microscope; however, the telescopic perspective, which 
accounts for the work of God from beginning to end, provides a balanced perspective. God is 
patiently fulfilling His glorious plan!

The salvation of rebellious, free-willed human beings is not an easy task. It has been said that 
dif ficult things take a long time — and the impossible take a little longer. God, who was willing 
to give His own Son for our salvation, was also willing to wait many millennia for the work of 
salvation to run its course.

Perhaps you have family or friends who do not yet understand God’s patience and God’s loving 
plan for their lives, though you have been praying for them for many years. Never lose hope. 
Persevere. Look back to recall how long God has been waiting; then, look up and ask God to 
grant you the wondrous gif t of patience!

Spending Time With God 

This lesson, from the series “In the Beginning,” is designed to supplement your personal and 
small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. The dis-
cussion questions are especially for small groups. Members who answer the questions ahead of 
time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions are 
for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with God, may 
His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. BEFORE YOU BEGIN, PRAY.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read the commentary portion of this study guide. Write 
down one insight that was intriguing or helpful for you.

2. Read Genesis 1:1. Complete this phrase: “This first verse in the 
Bible is foundational to all the rest because...”

3. Read the rest of Genesis 1. Record three simple truths (wheth-
er stated or implied in the text) that should inspire the life of 
any Christian.

4. Read Genesis 2. What significant insights about marriage 
can you draw from this text?

5. Read Genesis 3. From your perspective, does this text give 
suf ficient answer to the problem of evil in the world (i.e. if God 
is so loving and all powerful, why does evil exist)? Why or why 
not? What does Genesis 3:21 say about God’s solution to our 
sin? How does God clothe us today from the embarrassing and 
deadly consequences of our sin (Isaiah 61.10)? 

Suf ficent answer to problem of evil?

Why or why not?

God’s solution to our sin?

How does God clothe us today?

                                                                                                                                                                 
Discussion (Small Group Study)

6. Read Genesis 4 aloud. What do you think made Abel’s sacri-
fice more acceptable than Cain’s (see also Hebrews 11:4)? 

Is it possible to live sacrificially for God and have our ef forts to 
be useless in the end (see 1 Corinthians 13:3)? 
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What can we do to assure that our lives really count for God?

7. Recount the story of the flood (Genesis 6-9), without reading 
the whole account.

a. Why did God send a global flood (Genesis 6:5-11)? What does 
this cause you to think about the motives or character of God? 
(See also 2 Peter 3:5-9). 

b. If you were God, how would you have handled the situation?

c. What does the flood (a real event in history) symbolize today 
(1 Peter 3:20-21)? Why?

8. Do you tend to think of God as patient? Why or why not?

9. Would you consider yourself a patient person? Give an ex-
ample of a recent time when you demonstrated wonderful 
patience, or the lack thereof. How can we develop this divine 
virtue (Galatians 5:16-26)?

10. See Genesis 9:1-17. What does this section of scripture tell us 
about the nature of God? 

What should our response be to God’s goodness? 
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What do you normally think of when you see a rainbow? What 
would God have us think when we see the bow of colors fill the 
sky? 

Take time to thank God for His patience with us, as demon-
strated daily and through the course of history — all the way 
back to Genesis.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

11. Read Genesis 11:1-9. Why did God give languages to the 
world? Imagine the world today, if we all spoke the same lan-
guage — How might things be dif ferent?

12. Read Acts 2. What is the universal language among Chris-
tians worldwide today? 

With this in mind, what do you think communication will be 
like in heaven?

SCRIPTURE FOR MEDITATION

FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU,” DECLARES 
THE LORD, “PLANS TO PROSPER YOU AND NOT TO HARM 
YOU, PLANS TO GIVE YOU HOPE AND A FUTURE.”

JEREMIAH 29:11
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Against all hope, Abraham 
in hope believed...yet he 
did not waver through 
unbelief regarding the 
promise of God, but was 
strengthened in his faith 
and gave glory to God, 
being fully persuaded 
that God had power to do 
what He had promised. 
This is why “it was cred-
ited to him as righteous-
ness.”
Romans 4:18-22

Introduction

If the first portion of Genesis is grounded in the creation, the second third of the book is based 
on the covenant. A covenant is an agreement between two parties. God always keeps His end of 
the covenant because He is faithful. We can only keep our end of the covenant by faith.

When Michael Faraday, the great English physicist, was dying, friends gathered at his bedside. 
As was of ten the case in the nineteenth century, they sought some final words from the dy-
ing man. “What are your speculations?” they asked. His answer was firm, “Speculations! I have 
none. I am resting on certainties.” His faith was in the promises of God.

So it was with Abraham. This great saint is known as the father of the faith because he laid hold 
of God’s promises and would not let go (Romans 4:11-12, 16). We can learn much from his life 
about how to live by faith today.

Called Into a Covenant

Genesis 12 begins with the call of Abram (renamed Abraham in Genesis 17). Abram was not 
quick to obey God’s call. He waited for his father to die. Perhaps his father was unwilling to 
leave the comforts of civilization for the challenges of nomadic desert wanderings. How inter-
esting—Abram’s father’s name, Terah, means “delay.” When God calls us, He expects immedi-
ate response. A strong faith is one that does not rationalize or delay. Years later, Abraham would 
demonstrate a mature faith. When God called him to sacrifice Isaac, Abraham arose immedi-
ately the next morning to begin the long trek toward the land of Moriah (Genesis 22:2-3). 

It is said that the first bridge to span the Grand Canyon began with a thin string attached to an 
arrow. The arrow was launched across the vast gulf, whipping the string safely to the other side. 
Attached to the string was a cord and to the cord a steel cable. Eventually, a way across the can-
yon was made sure through thicker, unbreakable cables. So it is with our faith. Our trust in God 
begins with thin, almost invisible faith that spans the wide gulf between our present situation 
and the fulfillment of God’s promises.

Confirming the Covenant

The covenant with Abram was confirmed through repeated and gracious revelations of God. 
Our Lord not only gives promises, but also confirms them to the hearts of His followers as reas-
surance of their fulfillment. 

The Abrahamic covenant was:
 · Announced Genesis 12:1-4
 · Af firmed Genesis 13:14-17
 · Ratified Genesis 15:8-18
 · Symbolized Genesis 17:1-27
 · Sealed Genesis 22:1-18

Even when Abram lacked faith in God’s promises, the Word of God could not be shaken. Abram 
lied to protect himself when confronted by the prospects of being killed by Pharaoh (Genesis 

z
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“The Promises of God”
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The LORD said to Abram 
after Lot had parted from 
him, “Lift up your eyes 
from where you are and 
look north and south, east 
and west. All the land that 
you see I will give to you 
and your offspring forev-
er. I will make your off-
spring like the dust of the 
earth, so that if anyone 
could count the dust, then 
your offspring could be 
counted. Go, walk through 
the length and breadth of 
the land, for I am giving it 
to you.”
Genesis 13:14-17

12:10-20). Yet, rather than reject His servant, God confirmed His covenant, demonstrating that 
the unchanging promises of God are sure and steadfast. “If we are faithless, he will remain 
faithful, for he cannot disown himself” (2 Timothy 2:13).

Following his failure to trust God, Abram demonstrated faith by calling upon the Lord (Genesis 
13:1-4). Further, Abram was willing to settle in the less fertile regions and give his nephew Lot the 
beautifully watered lands (Genesis 13:5-13). These less fertile regions were also part of the land 
promised by God. It was precisely at this point in time, when Abram demonstrated faithfulness 
af ter his failure, that God af firmed the covenant (Genesis 13:14-18). God’s love is unconditional, 
but He rewards our obedience so that we might enjoy the full measure of His blessings.

The covenant was ratified in Genesis 15. Following one of the traditional methods of ratifying 
covenants in Abram’s day, animals were cut in half, and the parties making the agreement 
walked between the animals. In this way, those entering the covenant were saying, “The same 
can be done to me if I break this covenant.” Interestingly, God put Abram into a deep sleep and 
moved through the cut sacrifices alone, reminding Abram that the covenants depended on 
God’s faithfulness, not human perfection. With the ratified covenant came a seven-fold pro-
phetic statement describing plans of God to forge a great nation through Abram’s progeny. 
These plans were later fulfilled in wonderful detail (Genesis 15:12-21: fulfilled in Genesis 46:2-4; 
Exodus 1:7-14; Exodus 12:40; Exodus 7-12; Genesis 25:7-8; Exodus 6:16-20; and Exodus 12:35, 36).

God’s call is on your life and mine. We find and fulfill that call by acting on the light God has 
already given to us. When God seems silent and our world turns dark, we must live by faith. It 
has been said that faith is the bird that feels the light and sings to greet the dawn while it is still 
dark.

Completing the Covenant

Abram attempted to hurry the fulfillment of the promises of God by having a son through 
Sarai’s maidservant, Hagar. Hagar’s son, Ishmael, would become prince of a new people (the 
Arabs) whom God predicted would strive with Abram’s descendants (the Jews) from that day 
forward (Genesis 16:12; 25:18). The Jewish people feel the awful consequences of father Abram’s 
mistake even today as they experience unending strife with their near neighbors. 

Sometimes, those closest to us become the source of our greatest heartache. But there is one 
closer than all others—God Himself. God loves us, even when we fail, and is able to use our 
failures to strengthen our faith (James 1:2-7). It is precisely because Abram learned through 
his personal failures that he came to trust the promises of God. This growing trust would be 
demonstrated through the covenant of circumcision (Genesis 17), which symbolized the Abra-
hamic covenant in the same way that baptism now symbolizes the new covenant (Colossians 
2:11-12). Abraham was asked to of fer up his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice (Genesis 22), foreshadowing 
this wondrous new covenant. Abraham’s son, Isaac, was spared, but God’s son Jesus would be-
come a true sacrifice for our salvation.
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For no matter how many 
promises god has made, 
they are “yes” in christ.  
and so through him the 
“amen” is spoken by us to 
the glory of the glory of 
God.
2 Corinthians 1:20

Final Thought

When John Paton was translating the Bible for a south seas island tribe, he discovered that they 
had no word for trust or faith. One day, a native who had been running hard came into the mis-
sionary’s house, flopped himself in a large chair and said, “It’s good to rest my whole weight on 
this chair.” “That’s it,” said Paton. “I’ll translate faith as ‘resting one’s whole weight on God.’ “ We 
can rest our weight on God as we recognize and trust in His promises, based on His gracious 
covenants.

All of the covenants in the Bible are ultimately fulfilled in the covenant God has made with us 
through Jesus Christ. They are all based on the unchanging character and plan of God. The only 
condition is our faith, and even our faith is a gif t from God (Ephesians 2:8). We must rest our 
full weight on the faithfulness of our God. This truth is beautifully expressed in the words of the 
hymn, “Great is Thy Faithfulness.”

Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God my Father 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

                   — Thomas Obediah Chisholm (1866-1960)

Covenant Period Reference Type

Noah: after the flood Genesis 9:8-17 Unconditional

Abraham: through his journeys Genesis 12, 15, 17 Unconditional

Moses: on Mount Sinai Exodus 19-24 Conditional

David: when he became king 2 Samuel 7:5-16 Unconditional

Christ: when He died for us Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Mark 14: 24-25 Unconditional

Spending Time With God

This lesson, from the series “In the Beginning,” is designed to supplement your personal and 
small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. The dis-
cussion questions are especially for small groups.  Members who answer the questions ahead 
of time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions are 
for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with God, may 
His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. BEFORE YOU BEGIN, PRAY.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read the commentary portion of this study guide. Write 
down one insight that was especially challenging or encourag-
ing for you.

2. Read Genesis 12:1-3. What did God command Abram to do? 

What promises did God make? 

If such a call came to you tonight, do you think you would obey? 
Explain.

3. Skim the rest of Genesis 12, noting especially Abram’s short-
comings in Genesis 12:10-20. What did Abram do wrong? 

Compare with Genesis 20. What parallels do you find here? 
What are Abram’s apparent character weaknesses?

4. What are some weaknesses in your own character that you 
wish to overcome? 

According to James 1:2-8, how does God enable us to become 
mature and victorious in our faith? 

Pray for the Lord to deepen faithfulness in your life, even as he 
did with Abram. 

Discussion (Small Group Study)

5. What insight or question, from your personal study or from 
the sermon this week, would you like to discuss and explore 
further with the group?
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6. We see in Genesis 13 that Lot chose the easy life. In Genesis 
19, he was barely saved from a horrific destruction through 
fire. Compare with 1 Corinthians 3:10-15. What are the dangers 
of seeking the pleasures of this world? 

Do you think your own spiritual life has been sof tened by ease 
and comfort? 

7. Read Genesis 16. If Jews trace their lineage through Isaac, the 
Arabs find their roots in Ishmael. Notice the conflict predicted 
and discuss how this promise is being fulfilled today (Genesis 
16:12; see also Genesis 25:18).

8. Can you think of a time when you messed things up by not 
waiting for God to fulfill His promises and His purposes? Ex-
plain. If you are willing, share what you learned from your ex-
perience with the group. 

9. Parents influence their children more by their example than 
they do by their words. Notice in Genesis 16 that the conflict 
described above began with two mothers. Notice also Isaac’s 
lie in Genesis 26:6-11, which follows the pattern of his father in 
Genesis 12:11-19. Do you tend to mimic the weaknesses of your 
parents? How about their strengths? Give examples. 

Strengths:

Weaknesses:

10. Read Genesis 17:1-8; 15-16. What did God promise Abraham? 

What was Abraham’s response (Genesis 17:17-18)? 

Compare with Genesis 21:1-2. Why do you think God allowed 
Abraham to wait so long before the promise was fulfilled?
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11. Compare Genesis 22:1-2 with Genesis 5, to describe Abra-
ham’s obedience. What parallels can you find between this 
moving account in Genesis 22 and the of fering of Christ for our 
sins?

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

12. What insights or questions from Genesis 12-22 would you 
like to pursue further in discussion or study?

13. Referring to the covenant of circumcision (Genesis 17:11-14): 
Why do you think God gave a sign that was so personal and yet 
inflicted so much pain? 

What was the purpose of the sign? 

What signs of the covenant (e.g. ,Sacraments) do we observe 
today?

14. Skim Genesis 13-14 and read Genesis 15 more carefully. List 
the promises of God given here to Abram. God followed the 
practice of ancient covenants in this account as if to say to 
Abram, “You can be sure that my promises will be fulfilled.” 
On what basis does God give His promises to us today (see 
Romans 4)? Take a few minutes to thank God for His promises, 
given long ago, yet still tried and true for today.

Scripture for Meditation
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed…yet he did 
not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, 
but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 
being fully persuaded that God had power to do what 
He had promised. This is why “it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”
Romans 4:18-22
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“For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to pros-
per you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

Introduction

Just as a construction company devises blueprints before constructing a building, and a civ-
il engineer takes detailed measurements and computes angles and stress points to guide the 
erection of a new bridge, so did God have a magnificent plan from the very beginning. In Gen-
esis 1-11, we learn of God’s great patience. Genesis 12-22 reveals God’s promises. And in Genesis 
23-50, God makes known His purpose.

God’s purpose included not only the general flow of history, but also the particular details of 
people’s lives. God has a purpose for our lives, established before the foundation of the world 
(Ephesians 1:4; 2:10). Our sovereign God reigns with absolute authority over all circumstances, 
people, and powers, forever.

Each chapter of our study accentuates this very point:

 · Isaac is provided a wife by the hand of God (Genesis 24).
 · Jacob is promised to dominate over his brother before he comes out of the womb (Genesis 

25:21-23).
 · Joseph is given dreams from God that will be fulfilled despite seemingly impossible 

circumstances (Genesis 37).
 · The destiny of Jacob’s sons are predicted by God’s Spirit, the fulfillment of which has been 

and is being accomplished (Genesis 49).

As we contemplate the workings of God through the pages of the Scriptures, we cannot help 
but exclaim with the Apostle Paul, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! Who has known the 
mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor? Who has ever given to God, that God should 
repay him? For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! 
Amen” (Romans 11:33-36).

Isaac and Jacob (Genesis 23-36)

Our sovereign God delights in painting His purposes on the background of human experience. 
When Isaac’s mother, Sarah, died (Genesis 23), God provided Isaac a wife (Rebekah) for his com-
fort (Genesis 24:67). But God had an even greater purpose in the union of Rebekah and Isaac, 
just as God has purpose in each marriage beyond the comforts and enjoyments of those so 
united. The Messiah would eventually come through Isaac’s lineage.

In Genesis 25, we find sorrow and joy mixed once again. Isaac loses his father, Abraham, who 
was “gathered to his people” (Genesis 25:8). In the same chapter, we read of the joyous birth 
of twins for Isaac and Rebekah. Even before these boys leave the womb, the Lord declares His 
sovereign purpose for their lives: “The LORD said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb, and two 
people from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the 
older will serve the younger’ “ (Genesis 25:23).

This prophecy begins its fulfillment in the same chapter, as Esau gives to Jacob his birthright for 
a single meal (Genesis 25:27-34). This birthright involved more than a physical or tangible inher-

z
Watch Amazing Journey Video 

“God’s Big Hand”
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“Not only that, but Re-
bekah’s children had one 
and the same father, our 
father Isaac.  Yet, before 
the twins were born or 
had done anything good 
or bad in order that God’s 
purpose in election might 
stand: not by works but 
by him who calls...”                                                         
Romans 9:10-12a 

itance. It was tied inseparably to the covenant promises and the Messianic lineage waiting to be 
carried on from Abraham and Isaac. When God has a plan or a purpose, it will be accomplished 
through ordinary, sinful human vessels.

The name Jacob means, “He grasps the heel” (Genesis 25:26 - implies, “supplanter,” or “deceiver”). 
In the womb Jacob wrestled with his brother Esau, then out of the womb he eventually manipu-
lated and supplanted Esau for the birthright (Genesis 25:31-34) and deceived his father to obtain 
the blessing (Genesis 27).

Almost immediately, Jacob, who violated the trust of those at home, would lose the comforts of 
home as he fled to a distant land (Genesis 27:41-28:22). This same Jacob, a master at deceiving 
others, would himself be deceived by his uncle Laban into years of labor to gain a wife (Genesis 
29).

God had purposed not only for the fulfillment of His promises to the world through the cove-
nants, but for the finishing and polishing of Jacob’s character. The same God, who met Jacob 
at Bethel on his escape from home (Genesis 28:10), would call him back to the same site many 
years later, a changed man (Genesis 35:1). Through encounters with life, confrontations with his 
own weaknesses, and wrestling with God, Jacob became Israel, a “prince with God” (Genesis 
35:10).

Joseph (Genesis 37-47)

There is probably no story in the Bible, outside the Gospel accounts of Christ Himself, that 
demonstrates so clearly and wonderfully the sovereignty of God. Joseph’s life breathes life into 
the of ten quoted verse, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Joseph was hated by his brothers and sold as a slave (Genesis 37). He was framed by Potipher’s 
wife in Egypt and thrown into prison (Genesis 39). One whom Joseph had helped—who could 
have sought his release from prison—forgot him (Genesis 40).

But God did not forget Joseph. On the contrary, God had a purpose for Joseph’s downward jour-
ney. It is in the place of suf fering that God forges strong saints. It is through trials that God builds 
character. Thirteen years af ter Joseph had been rejected by his own family, God raised Joseph 
from a prison to a palace. From suf fering to glory! From defeat to victory! All in a single day.

God’s purpose was not only to bless Joseph, but also, to build a nation. Through Joseph, God 
provided a red carpet entrance for the small Jewish family into the protective environment of 
Goshen (Genesis 45:9-10). God’s ultimate purpose was to provide the world with the Messiah 
through the tiny nation of Israel.

Jacob’s Last Days (Genesis 48-50)

When Joseph learned that his father was ill, he took his two sons with him to Jacob’s bedside. 
Jacob rallied his strength, sat up, and reminded Joseph of God’s purposes as promised in the 
covenant given first to Abraham, then to Isaac, and finally to himself (Genesis 48:1-4).
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...so is My word that goes 
out from My mouth: It will 
not return to Me empty, 
but will accomplish what 
I desire and achieve the 
purpose for which I sent 
it.
Isaiah 55:11

Jacob declared that Joseph’s sons would be his (Genesis 48:5). Jacob was adopting Ephraim and 
Manasseh as his own, that they might receive the inherited blessings of Jacob’s other sons.

It is astonishing to read about the blessings received by God through Jacob to each of the boys. 
The Word of God is proven once again not to “come back void.” It accomplishes all that the sov-
ereign God has purposed (Isaiah 55:11).

The birthright naturally given to the oldest son, Reuben, would be lost because of an earlier 
sinful act (Genesis 35:22).  It would be granted to Joseph (Genesis 49:3-4) and thus to Joseph’s 
sons (1 Chronicles 5:1).

The Spirit of God laid out the future of each son and their descendants with details that only 
He could know. For example, Judah, the one so wayward for a time (Genesis 38), proved himself 
willing to give up his life for his brother (Genesis 44:33). Through Judah would eventually come 
the Messiah from whom salvation would be of fered to all who believe.

Final Thought

God does not always tell us what the future holds, in order that we might trust Him who holds 
the future. Spurgeon wrote, “When you can’t trace His hand, trust His heart.” God never makes 
mistakes. What seems to us as a world out of control is always in God’s control. Our darkest 
valleys are as light to God (Psalm 139:11-12), and our most dif ficult trials are designed by God as 
opportunities for our growth (James 1:2-8). The Lord reigns as King over all (Psalm 47:7), and His 
love dictates the circumstances of our lives. He has a purpose! Let us trust Him!

Spending Time With God 

This lesson, from the series “In the Beginning,” is designed to supplement your personal and 
small group Bible study. The devotion questions are written for your personal study. The dis-
cussion questions are especially for small groups. Members who answer the questions ahead of 
time can bring more insight into their small group meeting. The digging deeper questions are 
for those who wish for more personal or small group study. As you spend time with God, may 
His Word enrich your life and enhance your daily walk with Him. BEFORE YOU BEGIN, PRAY.
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Devotion (Personal Study)

1. Read the commentary portion of this study guide. Write 
down one insight that was especially challenging or encourag-
ing for you.

2. Read Genesis 24. What does this story tell us about God’s 
sovereign oversight regarding marriage and other relation-
ships? 

Do you believe God governs the affairs of your life? What part 
do you have in that process?

3. Read Genesis 25.

a. God clearly foretold the destinies of Esau and Jacob (Genesis 
25:23). Is Esau, therefore, absolved of responsibility for his fool-
ish behavior, which became a stepping stone toward fulfillment 
of his destiny (Genesis 25:34b; see Hebrews 12:15-17)? 

b. Our human tendency is to rail against the idea of God know-
ing the future. If God did not know the future, would He be 
God? Let us remember that when God showed favor to Jacob, 
it was part of His master plan of salvation, whereby the grace of 
God might be made available to the whole world. Read Romans 
9 (especially Romans 9:10-13), and compare with Romans 10 
(especially Romans 10:13), noting the progression of Paul’s 
logic. Thank God that He is both sovereign and merciful. 

Discussion (Small Group Study)

4. Consider some of the rich stories found in our reading for this 
week. Pick one of your favorite stories and tell why it is a favor-
ite (e.g.: What does that story say to you?). Stories include: The 
marriage of Isaac, the birth of Jacob and Esau, Jacob’s decep-
tion for the birthright, Jacob’s dream at Bethel, Jacob’s wives, 
Jacob wrestles with the angel, Joseph sold into slavery, Joseph 
in Egypt, and Jacob blessing his sons.
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5. Turn to the story of Joseph, beginning in Genesis 37. From 
Genesis 37:1-4, what is the danger of parental preference 
among children? Answer: “In the family in which I grew up, 
preference manifested itself in this way...” 

If you have children, tell of your struggles and successes in 
treating the children equally.

6. From Genesis 37:5-36, discuss the sibling rivalry found here. 
What kind of sibling rivalry did you grow up with? 

If you have children, is this an issue for your current family? 

How did God eventually melt down the rivalry in Joseph’s fami-
ly (Genesis 45)? 

How might God overcome rivalry between brothers and sisters 
in the context of your immediate or extended family? 

7. Genesis 38 reveals some of the sinful tendencies of Judah, 
through whose ancestors the Savior would eventually come. 
What were his weaknesses and shortcomings as found in this 
chapter? Discuss: “The Bible must be inspired by God, because 
it is not the kind of book humans would write about them-
selves.” 

What is the danger of today’s church leaders not ever showing 
their feet of clay (weaknesses)?

8. Genesis 39–45 shows how the all-knowing, all-powerful, 
all-loving God works even through trials to accomplish His 
ultimate and great purposes. Genesis 45:4-8 gives us proof of 
God’s sovereignty through Joseph’s words. Read Romans 8:28. 
How does this verse relate to the story of Joseph? 
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To get the full context of the verse, read Romans 8:29-39. How 
should these truths effect our lives? Thank God through prayer 
and praise for his goodness.

Digging Deeper (Further Study)

9. What insights or questions from your study this week would 
you like to pursue further in discussion or study?

10. In Genesis 48, Joseph blesses his sons. Contrary to tradition, 
the younger son (Ephraim) received the greater blessing (Gen-
esis 48:14-19). In fulfillment of this prophetic blessing, Ephraim 
later became a prominent tribe. We have also seen that God’s 
earlier choice to bless the younger in the case of Isaac over 
Ishmael, Jacob over Esau, and Joseph over Reuben. Is this still 
God’s tendency (1 Corinthians 1:31)? Why?

11. In Genesis 49, Jacob blesses his sons. Notice the blessing to 
Judah (Genesis 49:8-10), while recalling the shortcomings of 
Judah (question 9 above). What is the good news here for us? 

For what reasons does this cause you to give praise to God?

Scripture for Meditation

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11
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BNEXT Amazing Journey Leader’s Guide
This BNEXT Leader’s Guide section is for facilitator/leaders. Please read this information 
before you begin. As the facilitator of a small group, you will have the experience of not only 
sharing this journey through God’s Word with others, but of aiding them along the way. The 
purpose of this Leader’s Guide is to aid you in your role as facilitator. You do not need previous 
experience or special training to lead a group. Your primary responsibility is to serve as facilita-
tor, not to teach.

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR A SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCE

The BNEXT Study / Amazing Journey includes a weekly video of 15–20 minutes in length. The 
video provided is on a flash drive, so make sure you have USB-compatible technology. Please 
review the video before each class. Here’s a materials checklist:

 · TV or computer with a USB 2.0 (or faster) port

 · For larger groups, a projector is needed (and may even enhance a small group experience)

 · Amazing Journey videos (on USB flash-drive)

 · This Participant’s Guide (one per participant) 

 · Bible for each participant, preferably the same version (these studies use the NIV)

 · Pen or pencil for each participant

 · Watch or clock to monitor time

ABOUT THIS STUDY

The BNEXT study series’ are versatile and may be used by individuals, small groups, or even 
entire congregations. The use of a small group as part of the program will enhance each one’s 
experience. BNEXT studies have successfully been used in a variety of environments, including 
home groups, churches, prisons, and businesses. 

Total time for each weekly lesson should be about 1 to 1 1/2 hours in length, which includes time 
for group discussion and video viewing. Suggested lesson plans with timing guidelines are 
found at the end of this Guide.

If you use this study in a large group or an entire church, there are two possible approaches. 
One approach is for the entire group to first gather for a welcome and opening prayer, af ter 
which participants can meet in small groups for discussion using the BNEXT questions. Af ter a 
specified amount of time, all would reconvene into a larger setting to watch the video togeth-
er. Alternately, the flash-drive videos may be made available for each small group, in which 
case, af ter the opening and welcome time, everyone can move to groups and remain there 
until the end of the day’s session.
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ABOUT SMALL GROUPS

Group Size: Experience has shown that a group size of 10–12 
people works best. If your group is significantly larger, we 
suggest that you create additional small groups.

Group Leaders: Each group should have its own facilitator/
leader. It is good to also have at least one back-up facilitator 
in case the primary facilitator is absent. If you have several 
groups meeting at one time, decide who will be responsible 
for facilitating the larger group gatherings for the welcome 
time and so forth.

ABOUT FACILITATOR/LEADERS

The ideal small group facilitator/leader should have:

 · A hunger for God’s Word and a deep desire to see others grow 
in their knowledge of God and His Word.

 · A commitment to the group, emphasizing seeing the program 
through to the end.

 · The ability to facilitate and moderate discussion rather than 
teach.

 · A willingness to follow the “Discussion Group Rules of 
Engagement” (found in this Participant’s Guide).

As facilitator, pray for your small group. Spend time prepar-
ing your own lesson and be thinking about how to present 
the questions to the class. You should attempt to answer all 
of the questions before the class. Group members should be 
encouraged to at least answer the first two sets of questions: 
Devotion (Personal Study) and Discussion (Small Group 
Study) questions, before each class, to enhance their learning 
experience. Even better, encourage them to find time to com-
plete Digging Deeper (Further Study) questions on their own. 
One of the goals of this approach is to encourage participants 
to develop the habit of delving into Scripture and studying on 
a regular basis.

You are not expected to be a Biblical expert. You are a facil-
itator, so resist the attempt to teach. You are there to guide 
the group, keep them on track, and avoid getting caught up 
in doctrinal debates. These lessons are designed to easi-

ly be used by a first-time leader as well as an experienced 
leader. If you want to facilitate the group with a broadened 
background knowledge, see our “Background Study Option” 
below.

Recognize that not everyone is comfortable answering ques-
tions. Gently keep discussion going by asking questions like, 
“Does anyone else have something to add?” It can be helpful 
at times to have a volunteer read Scripture texts that are 
referred to in the questions.

Recognize and af firm all who contribute to the discussion. 
Do not dismiss someone’s answer as wrong. If an answer is 
obviously of f-base, thank them for their answer, then ask 
what others think. Remind the group to let Scripture interpret 
Scripture.

If you feel that a certain statement or question is inappropri-
ate for your group, you may omit it or at least recognize that 
not everyone needs to answer it. However, do not be afraid of 
letting the group tackle tough topics. 

BACKGROUND STUDY OPTIONS

Again, facilitators are not expected to be Biblical experts. If 
the group looks to you for an answer you do not have, it is per-
fectly fine to say, “I’m not sure. Perhaps we can all think about 
that one and bring it up again next week?” Or, “Let’s bring this 
one up to the larger group when there is time allotted for such 
discussion,” or, “Let’s see if this doesn’t answer itself over the 
weeks as we continue our study. Remember, the Bible inter-
prets itself.”

For extra study, you may wish to approach your pastor, or to 
read commentaries and use other resources. The internet con-
tains a wealth of information ... and also disinformation. Some 
internet sites that provide reliable (and free) commentaries 
and articles include: biblegateway.com, biblestudytools.com, 
biblehub.com, and blueletterbible.org.

Another useful source of general Biblical knowledge is The 
Essential Bible Companion, by the same contributors of our Bible 
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in 90 Days study series: John Walton, Mark Strauss, and Ted 
Cooper Jr., Zondervan Publishing (also available as an e-book). 

LEADING THE CLASS

First Class 

Decide where you want to meet weekly and decide on a time. 
Once this has been done, actively publicize the BNEXT Amaz-
ing Journey study throughout all your circles — at your church, 
workplace, friends, family, etc. There are some free publicity 
aids on our website at ScriptureAwakening.com/bnext/free-
bies/.

The first class is unique in that the participant will not have 
anything to prepare. Use this time for getting to know one 
another and to introduce the BNEXT lesson format. There is 
an 18-minute BNEXT introduction video that accompanies 
this first lesson. Before showing the introduction video, we 
recommend:

1. Opening prayer, welcome, and introduction of members 
(10 minutes)

a. Think of something brief each participant could say 
about themselves such as: “Tell us something unique 
about yourself.” Or perhaps, “What do you hope to 
get out of this BNEXT study?” Or, “This first lesson will 
provide an overview of the Bible. How comfortable 
are you with the Bible as a whole? Do you think you 
can benefit by learning more about each of its books 
and sections?” 

b. Remind them to keep their answers brief (one minute 
or less).

2. Handout materials and give an overview (7 minutes)

a. Discuss the format of BNEXT Amazing Journey: 
 · Reading of a specific book(s) or chapters of a book of the 

Bible.
 · Lesson commentary and questions (at least the 

Devotion and Discussion questions, and ideally, more) 
to be completed individually through the week. 

 · Meet weekly to watch a 20-minute video and to go 

through the Discussion questions (and if time allows, 
the Digging Deeper questions). 

b. Review the “Rules of Engagement” (found in the front 
of this Participant’s Guide).

c. Ask if there are any questions.

3. Discuss the study you will be doing (15 minutes)

a. Inform class of how many weeks you will be meeting 
to cover the study and what date will be your last 
date for this study.

b. Ask the group, “What do you know about [insert 
study’s Bible book(s) name(s) such as Genesis].

c. Ask the group, “What do you hope to have answered 
about (Genesis)?

4. Watch the BNEXT Amazing Journey Introduction and 
Overview video (18 minutes)

5. Video discussion (5 minutes)

a. Ask if there are one or two participants who have 
a comment on the video or who may have learned 
something new from the video.

b. Remind them to keep their answers brief to allow 
others to respond. 

6. Closing prayer (5 minutes)

a. If time is short, then as the leader, pray for the group.

b. If you have more time, you may ask if there are any 
prayer requests and either pray on behalf of the 
group or open it up for the group to pray.

7. Dismissal

Subsequent Classes

1. Opening prayer, welcome, and introduction of any new 
participants (5 minutes)

a. If there are new members, have them introduce 
themselves. Remind them to be brief (one minute or 
less).
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b. Think of a good ice-breaker that somehow relates to 
the study. For example, if you are about to watch a 
video on the Exodus from Israel: “Why do you think 
the Exodus was important?”, or “From what you know 
about the Exodus, how does it relate to the work of 
Christ on the cross?” Remind them to keep their an-
swers short. Set a time limit for this opening section; 
not everyone needs to answer.

c. If you think it’s necessary, remind the group of the 
“Rules of Engagement” in the front of this Partici-
pant’s Guide.

2. Discuss lesson questions (20 minutes)

a. Ask if there are any Devotion questions that people 
in the group would like to discuss. These are the 
questions they have been encouraged to complete on 
their own prior to the class.

b. Give primary attention to the Discussion questions, 
which are designed to promote good discussion.

c. If time permits, you may wish to use one or more of 
the Digging Deeper questions. 

3. Watch the BNEXT Amazing Journey video (about 20 min-
utes)

4. Video discussion (10 minutes)

Ask what participants may have learned or found inter-
esting in the video.

5. Closing prayer (5 minutes)

a. If time is short, then as the leader, pray for the group.

b. If you have more time, you may ask if there are any 
prayer requests and either pray on behalf of the 
group or open it up for the group to pray.

6. Dismissal
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